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INTRODUGTiON 



TO TBB BITGUSH EDITION. 



The events recorded in the foOowing pages form 
bat one link in the history of our times; the 
Vienna Revolution of October was the result of a 
law of political necesaityy — premonitory in its causes, 
inesistible in its progress, fatal in its results; the 
suppression of the Eevolution, and the return to the 
tyranny of armed force, was as inevitable a conse- 
qnence of the incapacity, want of foresight and co- 
operation among the leaders of the movement, as the 
Bevcdution itsdf was the necessary result of the in*- 
trigoes and perfidy of the Camarilla* Mr. Auerbach 
has rendered good service to history, in having put 
on record his personal observation of these events # 
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aad with a view to elucidate ^ in some degree the 
present by the past^ and to complete farther the 
chapter in history from which he has given this 
episode, I have prefixed to this translation of his 
. Journal a summary review of the political changes 
which preceded the Revolution in October, and the 
causes which led, by sure and inevitable steps^ to 
that crisis. For tlub lutrodaction I am indebted to 
the kindness of a friend, whose statements and opi- 
nions are equally entitled to credit and respect. 

J. E. T. 



TflE Bevolation which broke otA in Yiemia in the 
month of October 1848, and of whieh Berthold 
Auerbach has given a description in the following 
pages, as the events, day by day, seemed to him 
ymihy<gT^^»cnm«^miadnsdBe. It 
was the completion of a series of ideal, unpractical 
disturbances, the realization of the dreamy no- 
tions which took possession of the Viennese in 
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March^ and rendered it abundantly deax to every 
thinking man, that German Austria had yet a long 
apprenticeship to serve^ before she could comprehend 
the uieamiig of constitutional freedom. 

The period here described, so rich in illusions 
and foUy^ so poor in true statesmanship and power, 
— would we were not couipelied to add_, so deeply 
stained with civil blood 1 — comm^ces with the fall 
of Mettemich; it ends with the triumph of Win- 
dischgratz: it conducts us step by step from the 
absolutist rule of the police^ to the despotism of the 
soldiery* The dicumatanees of the preceding year 
were full of great results, which necessarily called off 
the attention of the English public from the changes 
that were taking place in Austria. This renders it 
desirable to give a slight sketch of the events which 
follo^ved one another with strange rapidity in Vienna, 
firom March to September. It will serve as an in- 
troduction (and in some respects also an explana- 
tion) to the Journal oi Auerbach. He is a German 
and a poet ; and on these very grounds he is perhaps 
better qualified than any one else to describe the 
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wild^ fantastic movement of October; to point to us 
the leaders^ who while the cannon at Schwechat 
were thundering under their ears^ — instead of order- 
ing a sally to assist their Hungarian alHes^ — were 
with pedantic calmness discussing at the top of the 
cathedral spire of St. Stephen^s the reciprocal rela- 
tious of tlie xmities in the Greek Drama ! 

As early as the beginning of the year 1B48, and 
two months before the outbreak of the Fariaian 
Kevolution, a feeling of nervous anxiety pervaded all . 
classes in Vienna. It was obvious to every one that 
the eve of great events was imminent. In Italy the 
leaven heaved and shook; Milan and Padua had 
seen their streets red with the blood of citisens. 
Eadetsky demanded reinforcements^ for the success- 
ful insurrection at Palermo had given new hope and 
new strength to populations animated by the idea of 
a great Italian Unity. In Munich^ the foUy of the 
kmgi who squandered his favour and the contribu- 
tions of hia bubjecLis upon an iinpudeiit aiid liaughty 
dancing-woman, had excited even the patient beer- 
drinkers of Bavaria into charivaris and street rows. 
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All the promises, the uitngucs and. the bribes ut" tiie 
Hungarian Cluincelknr^ Count Apponyi, had foiled 
to Bhake the majority at Presburg in their systematic 
opposition to the Austrian system of absolute go- 
vemment. The Austrian funds went down daily on 
the Exchange at Vienna : silver was gradually with- 
drawn from circulation : confidence in Metternich^s 
political wisdom^ in Kiibeck's financial resources — 
onoe 80 highly praised — ^was annihilated* To crown 
ally was added the notorious imbecility of the Emperor^ 
fact so patent that his managers scavody ever 
allowed him to appear in public. In his name, the 
Archduke Ludwig^ a perfect type of ever-procras- 
tinating bureau routine^ really ruled the Empire. 
Meanwhile the Archdm^ess Sophia^ ambitions, pro- 
fligate and sehishy was known to be counting every 
moment which was to lutervene^ till as the consort 
of one, or the mother of another Emperor, she eould 
herself seize the rems of government. The common 
people knew with what contempt this masculine 
w<mian was in the habit of treating her husband the 
Arehduke Francis Joseph, — the brother of the £m- 
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peror, and a prince infamoas for duplicity and false* 
hood. It was as well known that her son^ Francis 
Joseph^ now Emperor of Austria^ had been confided 
to the care of Count Bombelles^ an active patron of 
the Jesuits^ and that his education had been exclu- 
sively conducted under such auspices. On every 
side there was confusion. There was nothing but 
fear for the present, — ^for the future there was no 
hope. * 

The systematic plan of Prince Mettermch was 
the destruction of all intellectual progress ) he had 
^ rendered it well nigh impossible that any distin- 
guished talent should develope itself. Luder his 
government, the Austrian Aristocracy had become 
entirely contemptible in the eyes of the people: 
loaded with debt, remarkable only tor hauteui*, pro- 
fligacy and frivolity, they had ceased to possess the 
semblance, as they had long ceased to wield the 
reaUty, of power. The higher class of the bourgeoisie 
were striving to outshine even the aristocracy litem- 
selves in extravagant expenditure, and to rival in 
luxury and folly those whose pride of birth con- 
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teEmed them: 'Pone of the Pune^ was srxayed 
agaiiut ^Cream of the Cream/ Theiewas no middle 

class^ mnud in feeling, strong in common-fiense, to 
i^e alike the higher and the hwes daaaea firom ruin. 
And all this while the great maas of the people 
were attempting to soothe down to themselves the 
painful oonsciouanesa of £uling businesB and dimi* 
niahed eomfort, by crowding to listen to the music 
of btrauss's waltzes, and the 4)bscene entertamments 
of the Leupoldbtcidt suburb theatre, or by drowning 

somw and care in draughts of Hungaiian wine, and 
the sottishneas which springs firom Bavarian beer^ 
The outw^d signs of proisperity and ease, whicli 
seduced so many tourists and mere supofidal ob- 
servers, were miserable veils that covered rottenness 
and ruin* Such circumstances render revolutions 
inevitable, and inevitably secure their fiulure* 

In Hungary alone still beat a hearty life. The 
Aristocracy there — with the exception of a few Court 
functionaries, and some others who in the capitals 
of Burope had forgotten both their national honour 
and their national tongue, — were fully ahve to the 
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dignity of their poritioiii its duties, and the import- 
ance of their political fdnctiotts. Men of distin- 
guished personal character stood at the head of 
the various parties. The Diet, and the municipal 
institutions, which in spite of every effort on the 
part of Austria, still keep alive the spirit and practice * 
of self-government in Hungary, ever nourished in 
the people the love of freedom, and the sense to up- 
hold the means by which it is best secured. Bui at 
the same time this only deepened the abyss by which 
Hungary was separated from the other provinces of 
the Empire. At this period the deepest msult you 
could have oiiert d an Hungarian was to call him 
an Austrian ; and Mettemich, who dreaded the in- ^ 
iiueuce of Hungary ou Austria herself, nourished 
and entertained this hatred ; by means of his censor- 
ship and his salaried newspaper writers, he rendered 
vain any attempt at a mutual understanding ; and in 
Hungary itself he excited nationality against naiiun- 
ality, creed against creed, the interests of the towns* 
against the interests of the country. He knew not 
how to govern a strong nation, and therefore at- 
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tmpted to suppress the development of all intellec- 
taal and moral power^ that he might , rule a weak 
one in hia own deapotie ^Eushion. 

Such was the condition of the Austrian Monarchy 
at the moment when the news of the Vreneh molu* 
tion still fnrther oonVulsed and shook the disposi- 
tions of men* The time for great changes seemed 
to be come. As early as the ^h of March, Kossuth 
in a brilliant speech brought forward in the Diet a 
motion of which he had previouriy-giyen notice^— 
" that in order to secure tlie Magyar Coustitution, 
eternally threatened by the despotic system pursued 
in the other provinces, it was essential that constitu*- 
tional forms should be established in the other parts 
of the Monarchy; and thus that the whole legal 
gtaim should be restored, in which Hungary found 
itself at that period when, by free election of the 
Diet, the Hungarian crown was transferred to the 
House of Hapsburg/' The lower House passed 
this resolution without one dissentient voice, and a 
few days later decreed with the same unanimity 
the suppression of all feudal burthens. The upper 
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House^ in which the Ministry had a majority, al- 
though a very weak one^ Buspended its Bittings. In 
the Yiemui MixiiBtry it was determined to dissolve 
the Diet, and to have recourse to military despotism. 
But SossiiQifs speed, copies of which in epite of 
the Vienna police were drcolated by thousands and 
thousands in that city, acted like an electric shock. 

On the ISth of Maxch the whole popalati«m of 
Vienna, with the students at. th^ head^ passed in 
procession before the House of Assembly and the 
State-Chauceiy. They demanded aloudj freedom 
of the Press and constitutional guarantees : a stu* 
dent, with thundering tones and amidst umversal 
applause, read Kossuth's speech under the very win- 
dows of Prince Mettemich. The Azthduke Albert, 
military Commandant in Vienna, called out the 
troops, and ordered them to fire upon the people, 
who had turned outy unarmed and in their holiday- 
dresses, as if to a festival. His orders were executed 
in part: but despite the nairowness of the street, 
the dense masses of the people and the little distance 
between themselves and the soldiery, one student 

♦ 
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only fell, and about a dozeA were wotinded: the 
aoldierj had fired in the air. 

The hkUcnms increased: the Ministry became 
alarmed* Metternich proposed to declare the city 
under martial law, and to place the command in the 
hands of Prince Windischgrats. For the first time 
in his life he found his advice treated with neglect : 
it was decided attention should be paid to the 
dranands of the people. The next day was consamed 
in cabinet councilsj and long discussions as to what 
really was to be done ; when in the afternoon it was 
anddenly annoonoed that the steamboat had brought 
Kossuth^ Count Batthyany^ and the greater part of 
the Hungarian Diet^ from Presburg^ to den^and the 
appointment of an independent Ministry for Hun- 
gary* The peculation of Vienna turned out to meet 
them with shouts of jubilation ; the demands of the 
people beeame more and mem pressing: Prince 
Metteroiehy Count Sedhiitaky the detested chief of 
the police^ and Czapka the mayor or burgomaster of 
Vienna, were obliged to provide for their personal 
■a&ty by flight : the Court was no longer capable of 
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resistance^ and gave woy. The independeat Miinsfarj 
for Hungary waa granted: the Viemieae reeeived 

the promise of a Constitution; the Press was declared 
freej the National Guard established and armed: 
and among tibese the Academic Legion^ full four 
thousand strongs soon obtained the greatest in- 
fluence. 

Everything had been promised in the hour d 

peril; but with the secret determination that as few 
u£ the promises as possible should be kept. The 
reactionary party counted^ and with great justioe, on 
the unpractical spirit of the people, who continued 
their bliouts of triumph even when^ in deiiauce of 
the promised Constitution^ they saw all the old ab- 
solutist ministers and officials retained in their plaeesy 
with the exception of Mettermchj who was replaced 
by his Mend Ficquefanont. In April however, when 
a very illiberal law for the regulation of the Press 
was promulgated, and when every one saw that 
the public afiairs were carried on in precisely the 
old way, though under new names, dissatia&etiQii 
again broke out, and showed itself in the schoolboy 
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fa^ion oi charivaris m the ^ubhc streets. One by 
one all the Ministera foimd it neeeaaary to retirej 
and make room for new men* But as in Austria 
the popular cause had neither tried leaders^ popular 
namesy nor weD-known statesmen round whom to rally 
in the hoar of need^ the universal mistrust remained 
as active against the new Mmistiy^ — men ready 
tnough to purchase popdmty by continnal conces- 
sions, but who had not the skill to steer the vessel of 
Btate^ between the Scylla of an absolutist Court Cama- 
rilla^ and the Charybdis of popular anarchy. Such 
and no more were the men of the new Ust: the 
noble idealist Baron Pillersdorf, Baron Wessenberg 
sinking under years and infirmity, Baron Dobblhof, 
as goodnatured as he was weak^ Hombostd a mere 
pohtical cypher^ and Baron Somma Kuga, a Uberal 
bureaucrat who could not see his way at all in the 
aktted eireomstances of the time« 

At last came forth the Constitution so warmly 
yearned for^ — a very masterpiece of unpractical^ Ger- 
nuBij routine devemess^ with a complicated plan of 
the electoral franchise^ and a still more complicated 
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working mechanism^ devised for the sole purpose of 
redrasing the balanee between the two Hoiues of 
Parliament and the Crown, ^ot a man was aatiafied ; 
and the lesa so^ because during the progress of these 
events, the movement in fiivonr of National Unity 
had obtained strength in Oennany, and earried away 
the Viennese like a vertigo. Ev^ body began to 
wear blaekj red and gold libbonsi the symbol of 
German amon : the Emperor himself eansed these 
colours to be hoisted over his own palace at Schon- 
brunn; and throughout the whole of German Aa«- 
stria^ amidst eries of joy, were deeted the Deputies 
to the Imperial Parliament at Prankfort, which was 
to meet in one, not in two chambers. On this very 
aeeounty the idealists saw nothing bat a stone of 
offence in the system of two chambers. The young 
people^ all intoxicated with this idea of German 
unity, took the lead in this movement, and fiound 
hearty support in the ' Slavonic party/ which was 
extremely active in Yieuna. The members of this 
party saw dearly enough that in a single diamber 
they would always be able to command a majority. 
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while iu & Hoase oi Peers tke majonty would prac- 
tinUy be ahrays eomposed of Gaiiiaii8« On the 
\Mk of May, the Academic L^oa and the whole 
National Guard, amounting altogether to a force of 
fiOyOOO men, turned out, marched on the Borg;, and 
^'flW"^ the abiogation of the Ckxnatitiition, and 
the convocation of a Constituent Assemhly. Their 
itfinaffifl^ were aeeeded to, bnt in the following night 
the Imperial family flad to Innapmck ; and to an 
earnest request that they would return, replied that 
this would not be the case, until the dissolution of 
the Academic Legioii, and a complete remodelling of 
the National Guard, oiered more trustworthy secu- 
rity than had yet exited for the future maintenance 
of ocder* 

FiUersdorf would gladly have placed aiiairs on tliiii 
footing ; but when on the 26th of May he t^et about 
the jannagement of theae pomta, in a thoroughly 
cfauasy maimer, innmneraUe barricades were at onee 
thrown up in every part of Vienna. It was m vain 
that the Minister disavowed his own order; that 
theie really was no enemy for the people to defiend 
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themsdiyes against. The ''Day of the Bameadea'' 
had a twofold result. On one hand the National 

Guard proceeded to organize their Committee^ — 
whichj under the name of '' Committee for guarding 
Constitational rights/' had for some time oceopied 
itself with the merest trifles^ — as an effectiye control 
over the Mmuifay, «>d thk Committee «>on 
nanrped the management of all the communal a&irs 
of the city. On the other hand^ the Courts alarmed 
at these occoxrences^ spared no pains to win over 
the soldiery, seeing clearly that by their aid alone 
could the previous power of the Court be restored. 
From this moment must be dated the peculiar favour 
forBanJellachieh. Itwasverywell known that, if arms 
were ultimately to be Appealed to, it would be abso- 
lutely necessary to lend a national colour to the 
struggle. Only under the mask of upholding violated 
national rights in Croatia, could a military reaction 
be introduced into Hungary : and as long as a really 
constitutional life beat in Hungary, it was impoesible 
thoroughly to put down the yearnings after fireedmn 
in Vieima. 
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At last the Austrian Diet met. Uuiiappily all 
tike leaders who had hitherto made themaelyea in 
any way remarkable, — ^Professor Hye, £ndlicherj 
Count Moutecuculij Dr. Giskra and Dr. Scliiitte, Dr. 
KBchhof^ Dr. OoMmark, and the Catholie priett 
Frofeaaor Fiiater, were, without an exception, men 
totally devoid of statesmanlike views, — set of doc- 
trinaire theorists, or noble idealists, without prac- 
tical sense; while Sdiiitte and l^'iister were a psir of 
agitators on fipecalatiou. 

Sudb people as these, with all their powers united, 
eould do nothing to reccmstruct the shattered state 
of Austria. Most of them were elected either to 
the Central Parliament at Frankfort, or the Austrian 
one at Vienna: amongst all the members of this 
last body, it was soon obvious that there were to be 
found at the outside two or three speakers, but no 
cm statesman. In the meanwhile the Court had, 
from its retreat at lunspruck, secured the adherence, 
of the army ; and in the three Ministers, Latour for 
War, Kraus for Finance, Bach for Justice, organized, 
the nucleus of a Government, prepared for any cmp. 
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^itat by which the influence of the CamariUa might 

be restored^ without the slightest regard either to the 
promises they liad made, the disposition of the people, 
or the hostile majority in the Diet. Latour, a vete* 
ran soldier^ and Kraus, a bureaucrat grown grey in 
official routme^ had loug been used to execute the 
wishes of ihe Cknurt with blind obedience. Bach 
was an apostate from the popular cause : a revolu* 
tionist in March^ a repubhcan in May^ always and 
e^irerywhere a proclaimed democrat, he learned in 
the earliest sittings of the Vienna Diet to take 
lus place upon the Ministerial beuch^ and thence, 
with smiling lips and ilie readiness of a practised 
special-pleader, to propose and defmd every mea- 
sure <tf reaction, to attack every prmciple, by the^ 
former advocacy of which he had attained to power. 
Not of less importance than these three was the 
Count Stadion, formerly Governor of Trieste, then 
of Galicia, and now a member of the Vienna 
Diet: although a bad speaker, he was a man of 
talents, a liberal absolutLst, full of ideas of centraliza- 
tion; lie had been brought up all his life m the 
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madat of officud xontine, and was ixmaequently a 
bitter enemy to aelf-gOTemmeQt : in short he eouU 
not compreheud any government^save by boards and 
bureanz. But Stadion was a man of eharacter, and 
on this very account the Archduchess Sophia detested 
him from the very bottom of her soul : her objects 
were such as required pliable inatrumenta, not men 
of principle. 

When at last Eadetzky had given a more favour- 
able turn to the events of the Italian war, the Court 
went back to Vienna^ and the game of intrigue 
began. The Minister Sobblhof was made to use 
Liis mHueuce aii resistmg a parcel of trifling street 
disturbances : Schwartaer, another Minister, was dk* 
missed : this man, who had been a venal joumahst^ 
ready to do anythmg for money, had fallen so deeply 
in the public estimation, that he was no longer of 
any use to the Court; and the Court personally dis- 
liked him, for his presence was a continual memento 
of the Revolution. At last the mask was suffered to 
drop entirely : the Court party did not indeed dare 
openly to break with the Hungarian Mimstiy ; but 
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Baion JeUachich received secret orders to march his 

army into Hungary. The people of Vienna felt that 
their own city^ and not Festh^ was the real object of 
JeQachieh: the intercepted letters of the Croatian 
officersi which the Hungarian Ministry caused to be 
published, proved that Jellacbich was acting in con« 
cert with the Court and the Vienna Ministry. This 
was the exact ^ndition of Vienna at the period 
when Berthold Auerbach reached it. The subse- 
quent events we shall now leave to the description of 
himself J and of another eye-witness of the facts, who 
has obligingly furnished us with illustrative details, 
which have not yet been published in Germany, and 
whose anthentieity we can guarantee. 
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Plac£d as I have been lu the midst of a great histo- 
rical movement^ I feel called upon to lay before the 
world a faithfdl record of events as they presented 
themsdvesy and of the impressionB to which they gave 
rise, I confess that it is not from inclination, but 
solely from a sense of duty, that I quit my accustomed 
pathi to write a direct and personal narrative of the 
scenes I have witnessed. Who can have been bliud 
to the truth, that the most plain and incontestable 
facts of the present period are either purposely kept 
from public view or perverted, so as utterly to falsify 
history? To suppress the testimony to the truth 
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yielded by obsemtion and experience^ is to be- 
come a participator in this crime* for the same 
reason I have abstained from lending any embel- 
lishment or colouring to my relation of these events. 
Art may hereafter appropriate her own share of the 
history of the period. First of all, and above all in 
importance, is the duty of depicting the plain truth, 
without adding more than the simple fomi which 
History itself offers. 

The confusion and temporary defeat of the noble 
efforts which have been made for national fireedomj 
are mainly attributable to the fact that the people 
were abandoned to the misguidance of men of inex- 
perience and unworthy character: but the time is 
come when the bold ai romance which fortifies itself 
behind an array of bayonets, must be couiVonted 
by those who, when the cry of passionate excite- 
ment alone was heard, were unable to command 
attention or authority. In the description of all 



jd by Google 



PRXVACB< 



XXV 



the scenes here narrated I have ..preserved the indi* 
vidual point of view, being convinced that the truth 
may best be disclosed by giving the result of such 
personal obsenration* 

The description of my journey into Styria, in 
September^ may aenre in some measure as a to 
tiie following occurrences. I could not refrain from 
introducing occasional reflections, as they were called 
forth by events ; the intelhgent Reader will readily 
carry out and enlarge the suggestions here offered. 
To have attempted in any degree to treat these sub- 
jects fully- and satisfactorily, would have obliged me 
to write a large work: what I have here given is 
simply a contribution to the history of the times* 

BEBTHOLD AU£BBAGH. 

December, 1848. 
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On the 12tli of September^ at noon^ I started from 
Breslau. On the very iroutier a feeling of home 
came over me : in Auiitna the people drink out of 
<^eii flasks, and draw wine from the cask, instead of 
ponring it out of corked bottles as in North Ger- 
many. This seems to me typical of the difference 
likewise in mental enjoyment: in the Ncnrth men's 
ideas are as it were bottled and corked up. I asked 
a comfortable-looking Viennese, who sat opposite to 
me at table, if the wine was good — ^he handed me his 
glass to taste/' And this agaui called up my home 
&eiings ; these easy and social manners are scarcely 
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2 FOLITICA^ CODTYULSIONS. 

possible in North Germany. The good man I speak 

of had been with his wife on a journey of pleasure 
to Berlin^ and they had ever3rwhere the luck to faU 
into disturbaaces. An interesting and comical picture 
of character^ a genuine comedy, might be written, 
and called ''the Rioter against his will, or the 
puppet on the barricade/' Wherever the poor man 
turned, there was a row, a riot, and he was forced 
to assist m eating the bioth which he had no hand 
in cooking. But the coninilsions of the recent 
movement vibrate too strongly in the £rame, all 
is too bitter, doubtful and serious, to allow us to 
sketch with a firm hand a picture of the present. 
These d«ay reconmg qmsm. have weuied mmy 
into a longing for peace and quiet, at any sacri- 
fice* Men who have been cradled in the lap of 
peace, have now, when the war has broken out, far 
too delicate and sensitive nerves for the crisis; aD 
this tumult and strife is insufferable to them. 

The world is now in the act of removing, — no 
longer at home in the old house, and not yet settled 
in a new one. Those alone, who long have felt the 
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best sympathies of their hearts homeless in their 
nadve land, and who bave been taunted with hying 
in dreamy visiona and castlea in the air — now 
hail this movement with the welcome of hope^ and 
iqoioe while late itill tremUes on the beam. But 
above all men require strong nerves and a firm trust 
in their own powers^ to cari-y them through the 
great levolutionB of our days with a steady heart. 

At the raihoadHstation before the last a band of 
music was standmg on the platform^ playing waltz- 
tones. The musie filled up the pauses in ihe move* 
ments of the looomotires* Austria — meiryy jovial 
as ever 1 

The peaches and fine bundles of grapes^ whidi 
were offered xis, showed that we were come into the 
rich harvest of a favoured land. A body of the 
Academic Legion were on guard at the station: 
their wdl-known songs resounded firom the guard- 
house^ and faces full of liie and spirits beamed under 
the Galabrian caps and waving plumes. Joyous 
youths, yours is a hiqppy lot 1 Whilst we in former 
days had to eaqpiate our longing efforts for German 
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.unity in prison, you bear the banner openly andfreely, 
and have gained the highest dignity of man, the 
right of bearing arms. No longer will ye breathe 
oot the deepest aspirations of yonr hearts in secret 
associationsj contract the bond of brotherhood in 
conspiracy^ and see your powers waste away in im- 
prisonment: you enter upon life fearless and free, and 
should ever the straggle be renewed^ and tyranny 
again insidiously raise its head^ you will fight the 
battle of freedom in the ranks of a united nation* 

Like the soldier in the story, who, standing on 
the ramparts at Strasburg, hears the echoes of the 
Alp -horn, so the spirit standing on the watch catches 
the echo of old sounds, and swims easily across die 
tumultuous stream of years to the distant shore of 
youth from whence it started. 

Despite the hurly-burly and tnmult of onr days, 
one's heart rejoices to have lived through these 
times. The glimmering dreauis of our youth have 
grown into noonday forms of reality. Yet even now 
a hankering after separate sovereignty springs up 
afresh; we must carry through the work^ and esta- 
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Ubh a real and perfect vnity^ for in this lies 6et»^ 
dom. Now or never. 

On entering Vienna I felt quite as if coming to a 
city that was my home. The impressions of youth 
have no doubt a certain share in producing this feek 
ing. I was not bom at the period when my native 
village in the Black Forest belonged to Austria, but 
when a child I heard speak much of the Emperor 
Joseph and Maria Theresa. The tide of travelling 
among the journeymen {IVanderschaft) in South 
Germany follows the course of the Danube^ which 
rises in our country, toward Vienna. Nmnbers of 
artisans in my village had ''been up to Vienna^'^ and 
had much to tell of what they had seen. Had the 
old Austrian Government adopted a wise policy, it 
might easily have directed the tide of emigration 
from South Germany along the Danube ; but Austria 
ellered neither freedom nor protection, and America 
became the asylum. 

In the hotel I met my brave friend Schusclka. 
lUs man, who was hunted and persecuted under 
the old regime, is now one of the few who, endowed 



Digitized by Google 



• 



THS MODB&AT£ PAJLTY. 



with ttdarged yiewt, and a penetrating inmgkt into 
political life, have been singled out and regarded 
as the regenerators of Austria* Any man who 
looks deeply into the present, any one to whom it 
•hall hereafter &11 to record its history, cannot but 
see clearly that the large majority of those whO| 
previous to the spring of last year (184S) struggled 
and suffered for the freedom and greatness of their 
countryj do not at the present tune belong to the 
Vllanus. Nor does fhis arise alone from a eertaiH 
habit of deference and respect for the existing 
relations of society, nor from a regard to the 
censorship of public opinion, which lias led tliese 
men to be contented to save a mmety of thought 
and consistency, and in consequence has made them 
unable to retain the full expression of their mind. 
There are doubdess natures that have been wiAered 
by the effects of thraldom, which now satisfy them- 
selves with contriving plans for a reconstruction 
oif the German federation in a popular form. It 
ii mistaken piety in the peopb to expect life and 
action from such relics. But men like Gagem, 
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SUoma, H« Simoiii and otlien, are attached to the 

moderate party^ only because they know the power 
of the preieat popidar apirit to endure^ and atnve tx^ 
reader it justice. Who does not see that a new 
demands new meu^ — not laggards, but men of active 
energy and progress ? The liberals of the times just 
paat are^ eompaced to the idtiaa^ fkequently like the 
mother in ^lomon^s judgement, — they have borne 
tke child of a new epoch, aud would see it hve, and 
not be diameabered. 

In my first walk out I found the city full of life 
and ammation; the peopk were promenading gaily 
on the fine granite pavement^ with its wdl-cut and 
compact blocks. An acquaintance whom I met ex- 
pressed his regret that I had not come earlier ; add- 
ing, diat the gaiety of old Vienna was no longer to 
be foond. Thooaanda of men there are who stoop 
eontinually to pidc up and retad a hackneyed ex- 
pression; in all likelihood I shall hear this trite 
remark abont old Vienna repeated agaun and again, 
no one considering that every one else will utter 
t W^ft selli^me words. Were men to apeak only 
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from their own proper and individnal oonTietions^ 
ordinary converBatton^ as it is called^ woold drop 
altogetherj but life would gain in fullness and va* 
liety. "Who does not prefer Vienna at the present 
day to the old city^ with her police q>ie8 and her 
Prater-drives ? The healthy gaiety of a people is 
not destroyed by care for the common weal — it re- 
ceives but a higher direction* When once we have 
got heyond negation and opposition, a future will 
open before the people fall of new and unexpected 
beauty* The stillness of Fassioupweek is not yet 
pasti but Easter will come, and, to use the words of 
Miinchausen, the tones wh^ are now frozen in the 
afar will ihawj and give out a joyous sound. 

The cities have now become gigantic books,— the 
comers are the single pages. The coming genera- 
tion^ will receive all this, as they will railroads and 
the like, as things familiar to them, and will scaree 
be able to comprehend the time and labour which 
the efforts must have cost to eifect such changes* 

A large placard was stuck up conspicuoudy at 
the comers of the streets, headed, f ellow-Citisens,^'' 
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aad agned by all the Ministers* It related to A 

company of stockbrokers^ iu whose favour a tumult 
lied amen : tranquillity was now promised. 

The first ^' sight^' which I saw was the statue of 
the Emperor Jos^h : this is the noblest monument 
in Vienna. The Emperor^ disguised in the old Ro» 
men eoetome, holds the blacky red and gold banner 
in his light hand, and on his left is the entrance to 
the HaU where the Deputies from the motley states 
of Austria assemble. One of the idlest eommon-plaee 
phrases is — " What would a Joseph or a Frederiek 
IL be in our time These men were the last who 
shed a glory upon princely power^ — created jfbr the 
history of their own times> and for no other. Not 
in vain was it that those princes circled their brows 
with the glory of humanity — ^Joseph especially; nor 
is it in vain that the thrones are now filled by earica* 
tures. The Deity knows his own purposes and ways. 

The Assembly of the States made a strange im» 
pression upon me. There is here no trace of the 
free dramatic life which is found in other represen- 
tative assemblies^ — interpellation^ rejoinder^ and the 
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like. AU goes on its measured oourae. There is 
sometking almost comical in the applause, which^ 
proceeding from the Hall^ is of course echoed elec- 
trically in the galleries. 

We who live out of the kingdom hardly know 
what strange cousins we have iii Austria. There sit 
tiie Rathenian and Wallachian peasants*, in their 
odd-looking, heavy dresses, — amongst them, men o£ 
noUe figure, and with features fuU of expression. 
Observe one of them when he rises from his sea^ 
and walks down the carpeted stairs, — ^mark how 
circumspectly, with what anxious care he steps, with 
his tall boots, holding to the balusters now on this 
aide, now on that : it is plain at a glance that the 
good man is not yet at home here in his popular 
assembly, and moreover that he is uot one to tire 
the meeting with prosy speeehes and opposition. A 
i^rauge medley of peoples is this — di^Sehng so widely 
in eultivatiou of mind and poisuits in life ! We 
mnst not however forget, that in many a nation com* 

♦ [The German Peasants are owners of small holdings of 
land* varymg from about one to twenty aciei. — ^Transl.J 
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prising but a single stem^ grades of cultivation no 
leas eoriiMia are often found. 

At the first survey oi this Assembly, which is unique 
in history, our view enlarges : we learn to reflect 
how mighty a task is committed to ns German8»-^ 
flie extension of cxvihasation and heedaai toward the 
East. The question readily, forces itself upon us^ 
Must it then be aof is one house too nanow for a& 
the membera of the fomily, and must a queen-bee 
go forth with an independent swarm 7 Are we to 
dismiss our German brethren in Austria, because 
ihey have a taak of their own, and do we not lequiie 
item, and they us ? Because these motley nations 
canuot stand alone, are we therefore obliged to sepa- 
nte from our feDow-eountrymen, or even justified in 
doing 80 f 

The debates today are said to have hem very im- 
portant. The ''Veremdeutscfaeryertranensmanner^ 
(Club of Trusty Germans) in Bohemia petitions 
that the election for the Francfort Parliament, hi- 
dierto postponed, should take place. Several of the 
Deputifli kug^ied, — waa told they were Caechs. 




12 ATFAZBS OV ITALY. 

A credit of two millibn florins was then voted to 
the city of Viexma, by advances without interest* In 
the debate which ensued it was argued^ that Vienna 
had made^ and is uuikiiigj great sacrifices, not for 
herself alone^ but for the whole State. 

In reply to a question previously put by Gold- 
mark, Latour stated that the mediation of England 
and France in the affairs of Italy was accepted, but 
that the papers relating to this negotiation could 
not be laid before the Diet. Goldmark protested 
energetically against withholding the papers, insist- 
ing that the Diet ought to be made acquainted witk 
the acts of the Ministiy. The President Strobach 
then closed the debate* 

Upon a question relative to the Swbboda Club (to 
which the riot yesterday and the placard today refer)^ 
the Minister of Trade, Hombostl, deelaied that the 
Ministry could not undertake to be responsible for 
the rash acts of a private man, but that they would 
adopt every possible means of ameliorating the state of 
trade. TheDeputy Strassermadealongandtiiesme 
speech, in which he flew into a passion, because the 
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JUet bad not expressed their jubilant sympathy vitb 
the victorious army in Italy. Borkowski, Violand, 
Fttster and Borrosch spoke at some length, and at 
times with enthusiasm^ on the difference between 
rendering hononr to mere mUitary fame and to the 
higher giory of civilizauon. 

Latonr now stepped forward with a slip of paper 
in his hand^ and announced that he had just received 
intelligence that revolutionary intrigues were going 
on ; that a meeting had been held in the Aula, and the 
Academic Legion intended to disperse the Diet and 
overthrow the Ministry. Troops had been demanded 
by the Commander of the National Guards : tliesc 
were already marched out, but would refrain from 
acting as long as possible. On the proposition of 
Lohuer, the Assembly declared its sitting perma- 
nent. Some of the Deputies went out, to ascertaiut 
tht state of things. The Minister of Justice, Bach« 
declared against the permanence of the Diet, as this 
would interfere with the Executive. 

I also went out. A large number of armed men 
were moving toward the Square am Hofe,^' many 
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of them beazing a printed dip o£ paper on their hat^ 
parading the ludicrous demand for the re-establish- 
ment of the Committee of Safely wUcli had existed 
during the revolution^ notwithstanding that the Diet 

was actually sittmg. The troops and armed crowds 
of people stood &ce to face in the square^ but in the 
end they dispersed peaceably. There seemed to be 
a division in the National Guard, one party openly 
" sympathizing with the Aula/' 

In the evening Borrosch, Sehusdka and Violand 
spoke in a pacifying tone in the Aula, I went 
there, but arrived too late. A report iiom the Diet 
says that all is smoothed and set straight. 

There was a great excitement in the city till lato 
at night : it was said that an excuse was sought to 
dissolve the Academic Legion. The greatest sym- 
pathy was everywhere manifested for the latter; the 
women, and especially the workmen, spoke almost 
with tears in thtu" cye;^ of the calumnies heaped 
upon the students. 

On every side are heaps of combuf^tiblei^, and do:»e at 
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hand the lighted match. There is a conflict of the 
most various opinions. Certain membera of tlw j 
Ministry are evidently unpopular^ but the Czechs | 
have a majority in the Diet, and there is a deep 
meaniBg in what Bieger, one of the Cseehish leaden 
openly said in the Diet a few days ago : " The em- 
pire of Austria exists only as long as the Skvouiaus 
win that it shonld.'^ The conffict of nationality and 
that for freedom are strangely confdsed* It is 
declared both in print and in common talk^ that the 
weak Ministry want to exeite a riot^ to justify their 
employment of energetie measures. On the other 
hand it is difficult to understand the demeanour of 
the Aula. The radical press speaks in so irritable \ 
atone, that it does not appear to aim at conciliation. 
One journal, the " Constitution goes the length of 
declaring that the Ministry ought, for the sake of 
pnWe tranquillity, to have taken upon itself the 
private affiurs of a swindling stockbroker. The same 
paper holds such language as this: — ''Upon the 
corpse of tiie people's plaything NatwM^ must 
eventually be planted the victorious standard of an 
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all-comprehensive cosmopoliUu union/' Fine lan- 
guage this, and great thoughts 1 

In the sitting of the Diet today, it came out in 
the course of debate, that the requisition which 
the Minister of War yesterday received was anonyr 
mous. Latour maintained that an officer who de» 
livered it had cut off the name, in order to compro- 
mise no one. This is a bad story. 

In the evening I went to the Burg'' theatre, and 
saw the piece " Treue Liebe," by Edward Devrient, 
in which the plot chie% turns on the incident of 
some persons always going oat of one door, and 
the rest out of another: they must never meet* 
A certain homely, hetuty tone, reminding one of 
Iffland, pervades this piece ; but as a whole it re- 
lies mainly on the actors' parts, and this it is 
that keeps it on the stage. During the period 
of general oaervation, and the feverish excitement 
cansed by single individuals, pieces were written 
for the stage in which action rapidly followed ac- 
tion, and incidents were ci;owded one upon another. 
Dramatic art became a race with difficulties. The 
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stagnation in active life seemed to be balanced by 
and contrasted witb a bold and energetic stretch of 

invention. Through five acts charge upon charge 
ivas rammed dowui until at last a loud report fot 
lowed and the barrel burst. It is not im|«obable 
that now^ when all abroad is in agitation^ lyrical 
still-life upon the stage may unfold in poetry. Pre- 
cisely mm, when individual life with its little acci- 
dents and destinies sinks in the general storm^ 
Poetry may perhaps receive and take it to herself* 
In sudi a period of excitement there are trea» 
aures in the depths of the mind which may be ex- 
plored aud worked. Who could invent such scenes 
and effects as are witnessed abroad in the open 
streets in living reality ? 

In the performance at the theatre I was particu- 
larly pleaaed with the admirable delivery of the 
acUnn. Declamati<m is to be met with everywhere^ 
but I never heard such good speaking as here in the 
Burg. The phrasing of the words^ the pure and full 
eoplumy, have something that does one good to hear* 
Now that the German language £rst begins to ac- 



c 




18 



VISIT TO 8CBONBRUNN* 



quire a trae living duuracter^ and rises from printed 
and written words to oral expression^ men will dis* 
cover that good speaking, musically and coiloquiallyi 
mast form a necesBarjr part of education. Hie time 
that is wasted in youth in dilettante rattling over 
the keys of the pianoforte will be much more pro* 
fitably spent in this study. 

The next day I saw Schonbrunn, where the £m» 
peror resides^ guarded by troops of the line and 
Burgher Guards^ here called ''National Guards/' 
On the palace waves the blaek> red and gold flag, 
which the Emperor himself raised; the trees in the 
garden^ clipped into green walls, present a melan* 
eholy picture of the old rococo time, which, it is to 
be hoped, has now likewise vanished here* 

In the theatre by the Wien I saw this evening a 
new piece, in which the Emperor Joseph plays the 
chief part. This noble man is here introduced in 
an indescribably tasteless performance. Occasionally 
some cant phrases of the day excited of course a 
momentary applanse* I saw another piece the next 
evening in the handsome Leopoldstadt theatre — 
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bad beyond description, — " Die Frcihcit in Kiah- 
TPinkel^ by Nestfoy/' lA^onsoB^, barricBdes, chari* 
vah^ publicists^ Mettemick in person, high and 
mighty, all jumbled up, loosely htrung together, and 
yet all fall of merriment. Scholz, the corpulent 
Falataff of Austria, without wit, and Nestroy with 
amazing agility, imparted to the thing — one knows 
not how to eall it — an air of extreme caricatoie. 
The true national comedy, such as it will one day arise, 
is hei'e turned into a frightful scarecrow, a disgust- 
ing compound of all that is low. It is lamentable 
that anch a Hung can exist. Here I also saw for 
the ^st time on the stage a piece which has made 
so much noise — the " Village and Town, or the Pro- 
fessor^B Lady,'' by Charlotte Bireh.Pfei£fer. My 
disgust at this production did not diminish, though 
Mademoiselle Neumann as Lorle, and licr mother 
Madame Haizmger as Barbel, performed their parts 
so admirably that I was myself surprised at the 
dramatic power of these characters. 

^ [Areligioiu Order, generally supposed to haye oonftinaed 

Jesuitism under a new name, after it had been sbolished in 
the States*— Tra^sl.] 
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At a short distance from my hotel was displayisd 
a large Hungarian flag^ indicating that suldiers were 
enlisted there for Hungary. Erery now and then m 
young fellow came out> with a green^ white and red 
ribbon and a nosegay stuck in his hat — ^a recruit. 
In another quarter a levy was in progress for die 
war in Italy. To us who live out of Austria and are 
accustomed to a regular system of recruiting, these 
proceedings appeared like a strange relic of a by« 
gone age; nor less so, these different social interests 
and relations. It is said m the city, that a powerful 
party at Courts supported by a section of the Minis- 
try, is only biding its time and opportunity, and 
secretly favouring a rising of the Croats against the 
Hungarians. This appears scarcely credible; how 
does it tally with an open enlistment of siddiers for 
the Hungarians ? But who has ever yet sounded the 
intrigues of the old diplomacy ? — Recruiting is aim 
going on in the city for a campaign in the in- 
terior. 

The streets of Vienna exhibit a strange appearance : 
there is a certain character of naivet£ in the circum- . 
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ilanoe, that perhaps in no town in (xennany are seen 
mmmfhkutk, red and gold ribbons and codcadea aa 
in Vienna. The tricolor ribbon is worn over tbe coat, 
or hanging over the left shoulder, and even lu the 
Diet aevefal Deputiea have appeared with this deeo- 
sation. Scarcely a button-hole is seen without thft 
tricolor badge^ and the sword rattling on the pave* 
meat meets na at every atep. The arming of iha 
people. haa become aa every-day bnaineaa, and not 
an afiEur for mere parade or service on guard* The 
VbA, red and gold flaga continue to wave from 
mimberleaa houaea and frcmi the ministerial build* 
ings« By a strange^ half-conscious process however 
the blacky red and gold colours have not only become 
a national mark of distinction, but a party badge* 
The men of progress.^ of progress in abstractor adopt 
the mark. An attempt has just been made to 
foRir another party, which has chosen, rather at 
the aaggestion of a few individuals than of their 
general accord, the badge of the black and yellow 
edonra. If r. Boringer, the editor of Die Geissd'^ 
(the Seoorge), — a paper which ia below even the 
nltcarradical journals in talent (and this is saying 
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much)^ and wliich goes so far in vulgarity that the 
rich treasury of the German hnguage has no name 
for it — this Mr. Bormger some days ago hung out 
the black and yellow flag at his office; a mob of 
people collected and tore it down. Totally uneon* 
nected with Mr. Boriuger^ as they expressly asserted, 
the peaceably disposed citizens, tired of continual 
agitation^ wished to unite and form a firm associa* 
tion. Immense placards announced that a Club 
in favour of constitutional niouaichy was formed, 
inviting every one to join it. Without issuing 
any precise manifesto, or dictating to those who 
entered the Club any exact course, their object 
seemed to be only to collect together an imposing 
number of members. It was said that more than 
thirty thousand had apphed at the Xiandhaus^^ for 
tickets of admission to the Club, and inscribed their 
names in the lists there, the majority being even 
ignorant of the objects of the association: thqr had 
only a vague notion that it was opposed to the radi- 
cals. A settled state of things can scarcely be es- ^ 
pected to arise from a bond of union founded upon 
such a negative basis. There were undoubtedly 
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amongst these people many dear-headed and sensihle 
men, who hoped that this Club might prove a safe 
retreat^ in which to work out a systematic course of 
development; neverdielesg^ here as elsewhere, the 
practical and peaceable body of citizens seemed inca- 
pable oi making a firm and united staud against the 
tide of idealistic notions: tiiey suflPered themsdves to 
be hurried away into an unworthy desire for peace 
and quiet at any price. 

In many towns a eonseioas feeling is nowaroused, 
that the political disposition manifested is nci^ that 
of the body of citizens at largCj but has originated 
with a small number of buqr speedmiakerB. Who- 
ever desires to eome at the truth — ^the full, even 
though saddening truth — ^must take recent facts into 
serious consideration ; and if they do not answer to 
the oonsequenees which he himself deaizes, he must 
yet recognize in these facts a certain progress. 

But heie too unhappily some wordy doctrinaires 
and ambitious men thrust themselves forward to 
head the movement, and the body of adherents is 
recruited from those easy, ever-smiling^^ peopkj 
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who, satisfied with their possessions or their offices^ 
amply acoommodate themsdvea to a nevr loyally to**^ 
ward the existing order of things* Thus we shall 
have to puiis tiirough many changes aiid many dis* 
appointments ere a true independence shall be esta**. 
falidied in the mass of citizens. 

Here in Vienna an outward badge soon appeared* 
wliich seemed to supersede the political colours of 
the Federation. Many of the members of the new 
Qnb adopted black and yellow ribbons^ in con- 
tradistinction to the badges hitherto warn, and it 
reqidred some courage to wear them in pdhlie. I 
witnessed several scenes in the Grabenj^ and the 
"Kohlmarkt/^ in which there are ribbon-shops. 
Large groupa of people collected before these ahops^ 
and whenever any one came out with the black and 
yellow ribbons^ a loud halloo was raised ; tlie luaii 
was overwhelmed with acorn and derision^ and ae^ 
veral times it came to blows, when the Mumcipal 
Guard, a handsome well-behaved set of men, inter- 
fered and restored peace. 

There has been of late much heraldic discussion 
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itt ike newspapers^ plaeanb^ and gossip in the rtreets 
and coffee-bottsesi about the origin and mfuning 
ot the black and yellow colours. There was even 
a talk of fonning a blade and ydBow procession to 
Scbdnbrunn, bat it was said that the Empermr had 
deprecated this^ signifying that he had with his own 
liand planted the Gennan flag upon his palace. 

I endeavoured to ascertain in varioas qvarters, 
whether those men who wore the German colours, 
were reaUy striding to establish a firm and uncon- 
ditieml annexation of German-Austria to Germany, 
and vice versd ; but I nowhere met with the courage 
and clear-sightedness to follow a recognized and ad- 
mitted principle through its necessary consequences* 
On both sides there were ifs and lnU8» I was greatly 
amused with a sentiment expressed by a fat^ jolly- 
liokisg citizen to his neighbour, in a ca£^— Why 
call myself a German, more than call myself a 
man ? I was born and bred a German, and know 
nothing but German, but yet I am an Austrian — to 
be sure I am.^^ O divine logie, disturb not the man 
in his Boothmg daydream 1 
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Other spirits^ great eveuts must arise, to solve 
the knotty Austrian enigma. This German Austria 
sends lier deputies to Frankfort, winle the question 
is actually mooted whether or uo she forms aii int^ 
gral part of Germany. This Austria has, ilirough a 
bug period of ignominy debased and enslaved us 
through her Mettemich, and now forsooth wc are 
to be told that our yoke was imposed by foreign 
countries ! 

September I9t/u 
The morning was rainy, but the weather promised 
soon- to dear up. A Hungarian deputation arrived 
in Vienna; they had only a small escort, which 
received tkem on landing, and conducted thcui 
through the streets. Their object is themselves to lay 
before the Diet the position of their affairs, since the 
Ministry are caballing with Jellaclncli against tliem. 

I went today with some friends to Baden. At the 
railway-station I purchased a bundle of different 
newspapers. It becomes more and more clear to me, 
that a language is current here which neither ema- 
nates from, nor aims at, cultivation and refinement* 
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Ttditor, Bconndrd, slut, Mephistoplielesj are terms 
eotnmoiily applied to impopubur persons. How can 

any decent discussion^ founded upon clear argumentj 
eonsiat with such language f And such are the 
Journals written -for a people, who but a few months ' 
ago were surrounded by police-spies, who still have 
an atrocious soldiery, a rotten bureaucracy, a decayed 
fidiool-system, m short everything derived from the 
old order of things. 

The period when " fine language," — elegant 
style,'' and '^piquant writing" were in vogue is 
gone by. The whole of this class of literature, with 
its artificial, smart, elegant, literary gimcracks, is 
thrown overboard. The idolatry of virtu is also at 
an end. A time hes behind us, which was inces* 
santly making fresh starts, and never came to facts. 
Ihese starts beeame at last a kind of mental gym- 
nasties. Never was greater honour paid to in- 
tellectual skill, or the power of giving thoughts a 
shape, than in the period just past. 

As, in the period of public life which is just open- 
ing, it is the character of a man that in the long 
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run muBt proTe valid and darable^ bo too in litera^- 
ture the simple power of thought must prove the 

decisive test of worth. It may be said that the 
mtrinaie value of thought is at the present day 
' rising in general eonsideration, and that the form 
given it is proportionably disregarded. This how* 
ever must not lead us to a state of barbarism^ s 
tasteless blustering^ flinging away the noblest froits 
of cultivation and art^ and sacrificing ail to a mere 
racy facility of expression. iDtrmsic worth is neces- 
aarily allied to the true forms of pure art; and 
style^ the power of giving proper form to expression^ 
produces that iiaruiouy both in matter and form^ 
wherein durability and the certainty of producing 
ihe required effect co-exist. 

The first establishment of a free Press has natu- 
rally called forth a rude^ unformed expreiaioii of 
opinion : it could not have been otherwise. Effeei^ 
momentary effect, was the only thing aimed at, — 
what mattered the form? Things will soon be 
diffident* It is the firm and measured tone alone 
which is permanently sustamed* 
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The writefB in the Viennese ultra-radical press 
puff themselves up — lavish in abuse, as they are 
deficient in talent, nay, unable to write even with 
oidmary acemaey. Hr* Tansenau, who passes for 
one of the ablest writers, has inserted in the Ea^ 
dical^' an article on Wessenberg, cynical in the 
highest degree. Students likewise have brought 
out a paper, and reason at random. A stand mnat 
be made against this wrongheaded student journal- 
km. Hie period of study is the time of acquire- 
ment, of mental ferment, and it is not good for the 
reader, far less still for the writer, that such half- 
digested thoughts, picked up but yesterday, should 
be at onee and inconsiderately pnt forth. Moreover 
what remains for these youths to accomplish when 
grown up to manhood, if they thus early swagsit r in 
print f The jommal the '* Press " appears to labour 
under a verbose doctrinarism. Kuranda and iioden- 
stedt are about to establish in Austria a manly, 
open, and discreet publication ; — ^this is a good thmg 
and much needed. 

The autumnal days were so bright, that I set out 
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on a trip to the green fields of Styria. Ishallnamte 

only those events on my journey which bear upon 
the characteristic featiu'es of the time* By chuuce I 
was thrown into several eirdes of the aristocracy 
who had fied from Vienna; for living in the country 
was uow more a flight than a recreatian. Among the 
monied aristocracy I foand tihe most frightful thirst 
for enjoyment. A constant succession of new sensu* 
ous pleasures^ all equally stimulating^ is called for^ — 
only no ^quiet^ no trouble^ no tasking the powers 
for the maintenance of life. I heard here again the ora<* 
cular saying of the prophet Nestroy, — Why should 
I do anything for posterity f what has posterity done 
for me?^^ I found the young men in these circles 
ever ready to inveigh against all who ereated dis- 
quiet^ and longing and sighing for undisturbed en* 
joyment. A young fellow^ twenty-one years of age, 
whose whole day^s work consists in eating and 
drinking, ridmg aud ilnviiig, and the like, was beat 
on emigrating to America with all ins fortune : there 
alone was quiet to be found. The whole talent of 
these stable-boys in kid-gloves consi^sts in inheriting ; 
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and freedom too tbejr want to inherit^ like their pa- 
trintony • When we reflect on the rottenness of this 

state of society^ where wealth serves but to overlay 
these men with a varnish of education^ we feel the 
historical necessity that new classes of men sbould 
arise^ to root out and supplant this good-for-nothing 
frivolity. Nor less miserable did I find tlie condi- 
tion of the titled aristocracy, who had retreated, or 
rather fLed, to the retirement of their country-seats^ 
small towDs and villages. On every side pale terror 
confronts you — a terror not to be scared away by 
dilettante pianoforte-playing. These people tried to 
laugh^ to be merry, to make parties of amusement^ 
hut tiie reality of mirth was wanting. They trembled 
for their property^ for their priyileges^ for their posi- 
tion in society : there was eager discussion as to the 
future fortunes of their younger sons^ now that com- 
mifisiaiis in the army and places at court and in the 
bureaucracy, formerly so secure, were become ques- 
tionable. In the country around the Sdmmeringf 
whm the great earthworks for the railway had acca- 
mulated thousands of workmen, the feeling of fear was 




Digitized by Google 



32 SKXTCHES OV 0OCIXTT. 

stOl Tagoe. I talked to many of these men, wts^ 
with the ezeeptmn of a few disorderly fellows^ I found 
them on the whole hard-working and good-natured, 
without craft or eimning. It is true I passed for a 
stadent with many of them^ and this was at onee a 
passport to their full con^dence. 

One incident may be noticed as characteristic; a 
certain Baroness, of slight mental cultivaticmj who 
with her two young daughters resided in this neigh- 
bourhood, whilst her husband was in Italy with 
Badetski, took into her house a handsome student 
as her protector. This student moreover, as every 
one knew, was the son of the Roman Catholic priest 
S * * * in a neighbouring village. It had a strange 
look to see her making visits and excursions on foot 
or in her carriage, accompanied by her safeguard^ 
with his old German eoat-of-arms, the Calabrian cap 
with its waving plume upon his blond curls, the 
black-red-gold band across his breast, and the sword 
trailing by his side. 

The Countess A ^ * * is a peculiarly interestittg 
person; residing on a lonely estate, she is now 



ooeupied in writiiig memoirB of a residence at court, 
wkkh^ aai(mg other importaut particulars, will show, 
how Metternich and his Ligorians, with a refinement 
of cmmiiig, extended their control not only to public, 
altairsy but to private life, and especially the educa- 
tion and mamages of the dau^litcrs m iiigliiaiiiilies. 

Hie revenues of the Countess are in extreme peril, * 
her estates being situated in Hungary ; and this ex- 
traordinary woman, who strikingly resembles the Em- 
press Maria Theresa, endowed with all the accomplish- 
ments of high education, who sings in a masterly 
style in all living languages, is an admirable artist, 
and well-yersed in all the productions of literature — 
this lady is now put to the trial, and ready to undergo 
it, of earning her maintenance by her own labour, A 
dose examination of such a state of society^ in which 
on the one side the rich and well-educated are com- 
piled to descend from the height of refined enjoy- 
ment, while on the other, classes of men who have 
hitherto been kept under, rise in the social scale 
and acquire new liberties, — ^all this brought forward 
in living cliaiaclcrs, would open to us a deep glance 
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into the secret workings aud fluctuations of life m 
these times* 

I eontinued my journey to Slyria. Qftea did I 
long to sound the hearts of the people, and discover 
the effect which the sadden change of affidrs nbnee 
the spring produces on them. It is in the depths of 
the mind, and in the narrow sphere of small com- 
munities, that we must seek to understand these 
simple-hearted people, who have hardly an idea of 
their connection with the political world, of the 
pressure tkat lia^ weighed upon us all, and liow 
the old system of goiremment has been dovetailed 
into the closest recesses of life* The change must 
have been cue m iim^n of old, when the apostles 
of a new message of salvation penetrated into 
every part* But moral and political en&anchisG* 
ment cannot be a gift, — it can only be won by 
struggle. To all of us, who for years have watciied 
and studied the character and feelings of the people^ 
who have sounded the depths of their heart, who 
have given expression to their desires and hopes, and 
sent forth words of exhortation and warning which 
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km died «ir«y unheeded, tfaougli not unheard, by 

those in high places — ^to m, the elastic energy o£ 
the people^s spirit appears still more remarkable than 
we eier inagined. It is no deielietkni of our former 
pzineipkey if we now go farther and demand more.. 

As long as we could build our hopes upon a peace- 
fid devdofnnent, the inferenees of our desires were 
fieamed otherwise. But the breach has taken plaee^ 
and it is from a revolution that the change of citr 
eomstances has now resulted. It would be idle 
pedantry^ and a bigotry to past wisdom, were we> 
&om fear of a charge o£ incon3istency, to remain 
satibiied with the terms we formerly demanded of 
peaceable enfirandiisement. No man has tl^ pro- 
giamme of history in his pockety to he enacted 
according to foreseen demands. Each day is a new 
day of creation • • • 

A better understanding of the interests of the 
people at large has sprung up in the towns ; but the 
first question the peasant always asks is, " HoVr will 
it a£Eeet me?^^ The segregation of men udi soli- 
tary farms and small eommuxutics narrows public 
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apirity and restricts the moral horizon % nev^heless 

the continually increasing growth of large towns is 
at the same time the curse of modem civilization; 
it isolates the individual far more still, and entails 
that frightful state of thmgs the evils of which we 
have hitherto vainly striven to heal. 

I once asked a sensible peasant, whom I joined - 
on the roadj what he thought of the Diet, which 
had devoted its principal care to the peasantry. 
**Look-ye/* said the man, "we never had to pay 
Sobot*, so the care of the Diet is nothing to us/' 
This gave a complete check to any ideal flight. It 
sems that some strong concussions must yet occur, 
^ penetrating into the remotest villages, to make men 
comprehend the altered circumstances of the times. 

It must not be forgotten that sdfishness ' and 
cupidity, which, it is vrell known, are everywhere 
found among the peasantry, have their origin, almost 
of necessity, in their position. In the lirst plac^.a 
man is estimated in the country entirely by his pro* 
perty, and when once a villager begins to go down in 

* [A labour rent. — ^Transl.] 



L.ijiu<_L;d by Google 



THEIR POLITICAL NOTION 8. 

the world, he is ruined for ever ; there are no new 
occapatioDS here, as in the towns, no sadden turns 
of fortune surprising men with unexpected success: 
gains are small and steady. Hence arises the nig- 
gardly avarice of the calculating peasant. Among 
thia class, a comprehension of the changed condi- 
tions of social and political life must follow in the 
train of substantial profit 

A politician of the old school would at once say, that 
the mass of the people will always require to he led, 
and compelled to their own good, and that all social 
dianges originate with a higher order of minds. My 
belief is that this process is not one to last for ever« 

I heard another remarkable expression from a 
peasant with whom I was walking one morning. In 
speaking of the students, he called them '^inexpe- 
rienced mm" and added, that no man properly 
shoold be allowed to have a voice in public affiurs, 
who is not mai;pied and has a household of his own. 
No objection was of any avail. 

In the pretty town of Orats, as well as in other 
small trading places, I found in private conversa- 
tion and in society a certain careless enthusiasm for 
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Germany, but without any clear or definite notion of 
the relations this implied. Many aeemed ta legsrdl 
the matter as they would cousideraticnis aboot an* 
other worlds and to shrink from asking themBelves 
how. But thi^ question is the main thing. Da* 
mocracy^ which has here no Tery compact iianii^ is 
in many respects cosmopolitan. In Gratz there is a 
German club^ and also a democratie one. 

Apart from trade and commeroe, and the manifoU. 
circumstances which have here an induence i^n h£e, 
there is one pmnt which state politics oreilook^ but 
whidi is nevertheless important for a correct eBti> 
mate of disposition and conduct. In heterogeneous 
national elements^ which have been for a long period 
linked to an external unity, there grcnr up fay de- 
grees certain intimate social relations. Here is the 
daughter of a merchant — ^married to a Croatian 
officer; there, thewifeof aphysiciaa<^lImigBiiMi; 
yonder old man, who is abready s^urrounded by a 
third generation, is a Czech, and so on. These ties 
form, as it were, the fine and intricate wdb of a new 
social organization* Nothing but a mighty mov^ 
ment, regardle^ of the fates and dispositions of 
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individiukb) and exerting an inexorable power> oould 
Mng abont on a great scale and decisively the na* 

tural separation of elements which have no natural 
connection. Sut were this separation attempted in 
a peaceable manner^ from internal resolves, the social 
fdationa above alloded to would manifest theur ex- 
treme tenacity. 

I am aware that there are many other more oom« 
pcchensive relatkma which make the Viennese^ the 
Styrian^ and so fcnrthj fiur better acquainted with the 
Boomenian etc. than widi the Franeonian or Snabian ; 
bat I shall here only motion oab point, which is 
not indicated upon the map. It is wholly errone- 
ous to imagine that by the choice of the Archduke 
John as Regent of the German Empire, the sympathy 
o£ Austria was oilisted. The Court, as is well known, 
has had very little to do with this Prince, who has 
lived a retired lile; and so long as Vienna is not the 
meti«qpo^ of Germany^ it is all one to the people 
whether at l^'rankfort au Austrian or a foreign 
prinoe presides. The Archdnke John mnst now 
Isd the consequence of his having lived in moody 
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reliraneiit through the long period of our country's 

ignominy^ instead of coming forward as the open 
ciiampion of her freedom. It is true there is much 
talk of him here in Styria^ and all shows him to 
be a man of piety^ a worthy mountaineer^ a boU 
chamois-hunter^ and in other respects humane^ affa- 
ble and without pride: but all this does not enlist 
the attachment of nations. 

I pass over the varied insight I eiijoyed in Styna 
into the life of man and of nature^ and wiUjobsme 
briefly, that the pubhc schools are in every respect 
in so miserable a state that a thorough reform is 
needed. Here again Austria appears unable easily 
to shake off the lamentable consequences of the old 
system, for in this as in other things there is a want 
of men. The want of good schoolmasters is striking. 
In the rocky, mountainous districts the frightfid 
degeneration of cretinism is met with* When the 
time comes for positive organization^ when no longer 
the mere struggle shall have to be maintained asainil 
the oppressor, but love for the oppressed shall extrt 
its active zeal, means must in the first place be 
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adopted for the impFOvement of the physical condi* 
Jtioii of the people* Then will all idle braggart talk 
be put au end to^ and superseded by a genuine and 
benevolent devotion to the iuterehts of humanity. 
Xhere is a far greater number of men who hate the 
{Mrincea than who love the people. 

I everywhere met with a great excitementj raised 
by the priests, who were stirring up the people 
against the Diet, under the pretence that it was 
aiming at the subversion of religion* Hitherto, it 
is wdl known, religion, or rather churchdom, baa 
been the only ideal watchword which could rouse 
the peasant. Petitions, for the preservation of the 
eonvents, etc. with thousands of signatures, had been 
eneolated. The priests are still the only elasa who 
come into personal connection with the country- 
people ; medical men form too small a body to be 
taken into account. The priests are the channel 
whii^ communicates a knowledge of passmg events 
to the country-people — the press cannot yet make 
its. way among them. I passed through whole vil« 
kges where no one ever saw a newspaper except the 
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priest. Nor will the Press ever attain that degree 
of power wliich personal intercourse and conTersft* 
tion give. It takes a great deal to make a peasant 
distrust the priest^ and far more still to dare avow 
tlus distrust in refusing to sign petitions veconi» 
mended from the pulpit. Moreover there has hi- 
Iherto been scarcely any trace of free parochial 
institutionB in Austria. 

Take the following instance of the state of know* 
ledge among the priesthood, and the object of their 
labours. On my pedestrian tour I met at Gambs a 
many weU-dad, with grey hair and a friendly look, 
carrying a fowling-piece on his shoulder; his stiff 
top-boots^ which in Austria give their wearers the 
name of '^God^s Postilhonsy'^ soon indicated his 
ckncal vocation, and he gave himself out as the^ 
priest of Gambs. We walked some distance together, 
ud the conversation tummg on religious subjects^ 
the priest said, " Ay, the liberty-men would lord it 
met the great God, but the great Grod is £ai too 
great for them. AH the mischief comes from philo- 
sophical religk>n.'^ I asked what he meant, and ho 
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replied^ Philo&opliical religion comes from Eoos- 
wtm in France; his frienda once said to hinij ' We 
lunre no dnuua nowaday s^' to whiek lie answeKdj 
'Skin men, and make drmns of their hides/ Now 
lliat^a pUloaophical religion, and it all comes from 
fioQsaeaa, vrho died mmo 5/^ All the objections I 
made were vain; the priest resolutely maintained 
that he had himself read in a hook in the convent. 
Aat this was called philosophical religion. The 
hook was probably a Jesuits' compendium. The 
priest accompanied me to Eschan. Yonder,'' said 
he, ''in the Kenadie (the name here tm an inn) 
you^U find a joUy company— the wood-surveyors, 
who arc celebrating the conclusion of their business/' 
The priest was right; I found a great merrymaking 
^oing on at the inn. The foresters and wood-sur- 
veyors were celebrating a shootmg-matcli, and, when 
I entered, were seated jovially over their bottle. I 
wm pardcularly strock with one fine-looking, broad- 
chested man, with his green hat ornamented with 
&e gewulmri (tnft of ehamois-luur), a dosely-fiUing 
«]pey ooat and grey knee-bfeeehes, who seemed as if 
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he could never drink enough. Every time the others 

rose to go away^ lie called for a firesh bottle^ and 

sang snatches of songs in a confused manner. His 

comrades called him by a Czechish name. He was 

amazingly friendly to me^ and kept continnally say* 

ing ''Ton are a great man, I can see/' In vain I 

denied it again and again; he persisted, deda- 
* 

ring that he knew how (o deal with great folks, 
and whispered in my ear,ihat one mnst make every 

allowance for such people, A little fellow of a clerk, 
one of the party, got to high words with a saddler, 
who had been holding forth about the freedom of 
the press, and the clerk would have it that the saddler 
knew nothing of the matter. Ail present took part 
with the derk. 

The sturdy forester now challenged another man, 
of slender make, to %ht, for sport; the %ht came 
off, and after a long round the slim man threw his 
opponent. The latter however demanded another 
trial, and, as often happens, from sport they came to 
earnest, and pummeled one another with might and 
main; at last the strong-built man came off victor. 
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The bystanders van up to part the combatants, ex- 
daiming; That the curst Bohemian ! ^' The big 
fellow was in fact a Cxedi, and his opponent had 
beaten his face till it was covered with blood. He 
sat down behind the table, cursing and swearing, and 
there was a general clamour against '^the faithless 
Bohemians/' A fine young peasant, a perfect Anti- 
nous in figure, came up to me and said, This is 
too bad — no one has any right to reproach a man 
with his nationaUty ; in aU countries there are good 
as well as had," We drank a glass together. Here 
again I heard the old story, to which my cars had 
become aufficiently fiimiliarized: the old Metter- 
nich government promoted the Czechs to all offices^ 
because they were the ready slaves of their will — 
prompt for anything* If a Czech and a German were 
cindidates for an appointment, possessing perfectly 
eq^ual quaiiiications, the Czech obtained it as a matter 
course. Thus, a few days ago, I heard several 

m A* 

j^ers talkmg together about one of their masters, 
whom they only called Mr. Sworuost*. One said 

• ^ [Swonioit is the name of a Bohemian CM at Prague : 
it is applied here as a nicknsme of national lepioaeh. Some 
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^' He ought to be hung on the alder-tree in front o£ 
his office ! " upon which another observed^ that Ike 
coord would slip off the alder, but that he knew of s 

trusty oak that would hold him fast. All assented 
With a laugh. What lamentable consequences have 
resulted from the old Austrian system, which not 
only kept one nation down with the bayonets of 
auotlier^ but also subjected the one race to ban and 
secret oppression by means of the merest officials of 
the other ! 

The Czech in this instance kept up the disturb- 
ance, until the landlord at length thrashed him. 
soundly and turned him out of the house. There 
he stood in the street, hammering away at the door, 
shouting and demanding his musket : this was how* 
ever not given up, but his hat was thrown out to 
him. When quiet was at length restored, my youpg 
friend, who was a celebrated Jadkr (here called 
WoUatgen), brought to me a comrade of his, a lad 
who breaks stones on the roads, and he now began 
that wonderful melody, which, without tiie aid o£ 

English newspapers of the time also talked of *'Mr, Swor- 
noit." — ^T&anslJ 
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words, finds its way to the heart and stirs •the 
deepest ieelmgs. The maid-servants came up, and 
they also jodelled. It was glorious to hear them; 
first two, thai three, then five voices took up the 
song, as a wink of the eye passed from one to another. 

Amidst men, in the iutercourse of village life, po- 
pahr melodies are always connected with particuhr 
words, by the force of dreumstance and association ; 
and it is only as a kind of closing instrumental ac- 
eompaaimoit that a few notes without words, a re- 
from, are aometinies added, far away on the distant 
Aim, where the herdswoman passes whole days and 
weeks, and exchanges not a word with anyone, she will 
often sit meditating and dreaming, whilst her word-* 
kss song rises like that of a bird — ^pure, free, self- 
sufficing. The child of man is transported back 
into the speechless scenes of nature. Horv ^lorioua 
did these notes sound, when the uproar and con- 
fusion were scarcely hushed I Imperishable Ger* 
man heart! like Arion thou wilt bear thy song 
throu^ the tumult of the storm, until the shore of 
peace is once more attained. 
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VILLAGE POLITICS* 



Ociober 6M« 

I siA&T£i> on my return to Vienna : my way led to 
the Danube^ where I meant to take the steamer. In 
Beyeral places at which I rested, crowds wete ga« 
tiiered in the public-houses : there was a great stir 
about the removal of the magistrate's office. All 
general political principles were sunk, and interests 
of quite another kind were now uppermost in these 
small communities. Here, a landlord wanted to 
dispose of his inn, — there, a rich shopkeeper was 
scheming to seU his stately dwelling-house for the 
new, oihce ; and the various reasons which I heard 
urged for placing the office iu this or tliat spot were 
most amusing. 

I slept last night at Scheibs. How strauge is the 
constitution of the world ! lu yonder great metro- 
polis the entire order of things is changed, the whole 
framework of society appears disjointed, and all to 
be ruled by a single, mighty passion : — ^here, in the 
country, everything goes on its peaceful course ; as 
it was yesterday, so it is today, and so it will be 
tomorrow. The miner descends the shafts the wood- 
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nmi plies hk axe in the solitude of the forest, the 
kerdfouui driTca his herds into the stubble-field^ and 
the vine-diesser is busied in the vineyard* A peo- 
iple— the human laoe— may be compared to a jnigUty 
ei^aoiain^ norunaptly to the human body: whilst « 
single^ abscMrbing passion seizes upon you, the func- 
^ iions of your life go on of themselves unheeded; the 
waive xises, and ainksy and bean you up^ without 
your will or consciousness. 

When a whole nation^ at one and the same time, 
is Wvancing to flie aune goal^ who shall lead it 
back by the thousand little paths which each indivi* 
dual has siDgly to pursue ? The aborigines of NorUi 

■ 

America believed that the earth was a flat disc, float- 
ing in ether; and their wise-men said that the reason 

why men must go different ways, was to preserve the 
equilibrium of the earth and prevent its being upset. 
Would the world really upset, were mankind with 
one mind, uniting for one great purpose, on a sud- 
den and ismiultaaeoubly to advance toward the £>anie 
goal? 

s 
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A MORNING BIDE. 



October 7 th. 

I WAS obliged to travel post^ not meeting with any 
other mode of conveyance. How pleasant it was« 
after my pedestrian jonmeyj to roll along in an <^ieii 

carriage through the light momiDg mists 1 As the 
aun rose, the horizon gradually extended^ no longer 
bounded by the rocky peaks of the Styrian moon* 
tains ; and as the postilhon^s merry song resounded 
in the fresh autumnal mornings a joyous^ light- 
bearted feeling came over me for the first time for a 
long periodj and new poetical forms rose up in my 
imagination as if borii of the young day. I let them 
play before me^ without attempting to fix them in 
my note-book. A feehng of the romance of old was 
shed like sparkling dew upon the feverish and trem* 
bling world. 

Near noon I reached the steamboat^ and we were 

now carried down the stream^ in the brilliant sun- 
shine^ which illummed the towns^ wooded hills and 
castles on the banks. On board I met a Deputy 

of the Diet, Mr. Paur of Neisse, one of the most 

consistent and philosophic hberals, who was cruelly 
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persecuted by that Metternich of l^iotcistantism, 
Skdihom; nevertheless he does not belong to the 
^reme Leit^ but to the statesmaubke and sensible 
party of llemrich Simon. Tiic conversation, w iiich 
turned on the disgraceful scenes at Frankfort in 
S^tember, carried me at once back into the midst 
of the confusion of these times. 

Morally speaking we all liye> so to say^ from hand 
to mouthy — ^knowing what we have todayj but not 
what we shall have tomorrow : the fate of Auerswald 
snd of Lidmowski^ who in his speeches had talked 
ef horsewhips^ almost makes one dread diat the 
reins are taken from the hands of educated men^ and 
that all is abandoned to the blind instincts of the 
masses. If civilization retrogrades^ and if Ger- 
many goes on to her ruin^ or escapes only through 
paths of blood and murder, the political agitators 
of the day {Wiikier) will not have been the 
first cause of the mischief^ but in a word the 
princes. For a period dating further back than the 
present generation^ they have forced the best men 
in our country to imdermine the law^ and foster 

£ 2 



6^ BIBAMMAT YOTAOB. 

xeaistanee against its aullionty ; and hence arises tibe 
inealculable difficulty of re-establishing a lespeet lor 

the law ixL the minds of the people. We see at the 
present day how easy it is to bring discredit upon 
the three great Diets in Grermany by all kiadfl of 
provocations. Must the country pass through a 
state of prostration, or the struggle of dcspau', exe 
the new law can take root T 

In the steamboat was the widow of a Captain^ &qibi 
Salzburgj with her two young daughters: she was 
on her way to Yiennay with a view to seek redress 
f(» an act of injustice which had been done to her 
son, who was excluded by some intrigue from a iree 
admission into the engxnemng-schooL To aid her 
applicationj she had a letter of introduction to the 
Minister of War, Latour* An old man, who had 
been listening to her story, remarked, — " Ay, it wiJi 
be long enon^ before in Austria a man gets any- 
thing except through letters of introduction.^' A 
sister-in-law of tlic Minister Bach was also on 
board. 

At the different landing-placesj wb soon heard 
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ntgoe mmourSj that disturbances had broken out in 
Tiemia^ tnd tibat an inceasant fixing was going oxu 
All were in the utmost exdtement and nwspesue, 
nntil at length we met the steamer coming from 
Yiennm : our Captain received a slip of paper^ whidi 
he lead aloud: ii contained the news^ that Latoor 
had been hung on a hunppoaty that Bach and Wes* 
senberg were sought for by the infuiiatcd populace, 
wmd that the Arsenal was taken*. The lady with 
the letter of introduction and the sister-in-law of 
Bach both fainted away. We were all deeply af- 
Ibeted by die newa« Was it possible that the easy- 
tempered Viennese could have suffered themsehres to 
be humed away by a thirst for bloody and that we 
wtt hastening <ni to a long reign of terror? It 
seems impossihle. And yet who would have be- 
lieved of the galmi irenchmm of the eighteenth 

* f An interesting account of the events which occurred in 
Vieiiiia during Dr. Auerbaeh's abseDee^ will be found in the 
^^ppendix to this volume; the translator has been fiivouied 
with them by m gentleman who had every opportunity of 
knowing the facts. — Tkansl.] 
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century^ that they were led on from murder to 
murder by a craiing eagerness for blood> did not 
history record the fact 7 

'V\^e landed at the Nussdorf station, and drove 
qniddy toward the city. Things were evarywhere 
going on as if no disturbance had happened, ex.* 
eept that here and there was seen a sentinel or a 
troop of National Guards. On coming into the 
dty, we had to pass from barricade to barricade: 
they seemed to be well constructed, and many were 
cemented with manure. The fine blocks of granite 
were easily piled one upon another, and at some 
distance in front of each barricade the pavement was 
pulled up, and strewn about, to obstruct the advance 
of close columns. Workmen kept guard at the 
barricades, and in the passages left open at the side 
a plate was placed upon the stones, into whidi the 
passers-by dropped a trifle— new almsgivings u|M» 
new altars! All the shops were closed; in the 
''Graben,'' and in the streets adjoining the Aiseuai, 
the iron-plated shutters of the ground-fioors wm 
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riddled with balk ; not a whole window-paue was to 
beseen, up to the fifth story. In the streets were ga- 
thered people of every grade and dress^ and all armed* 
It was alieady niglit : tke gas- lamps were lighted^ 
when we reached the square am Hofe.'^ On the 
himppost was still dangling the white swordbelt with 
/which Latour had been hung : upon the post and at 
its foot were traces of blood. Groups .of people 
were collected^ in eager conversationi and we heard 
even tiie old folks say^ that the reports of the 
savage behaviour of some women to the corpse^ and 
of the mob having danced about with the dead body 
in the square^ were sheer hes. Are we standing 
before a finger-post pointing to a long and fright- 
fci career of blood and murder ? I confess that I 
do not fear this for a moment. The sharp points of 
passion arc ux our da^s tuined by icliectiou. A 
ain^e act may, as in this instance^ stand out promi* 
imtly, the result of a moment of excitement ; but 
we can perceive neither any objects of relentless hate^ 
nor the savage temper^ calculated to keep alive a con* 
tinned thirst for murder* But may not the latter 
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Spring up in the course of time and events? May 

one murder not lead to tJie commission of others^ to 
prevent the pmushmmt of the first? Let ns hope 
tliat the lessons of ezperienoe derived firom the 
French revolution are not lost upon us. A con- 
tinued succession of murders^ and the stifling of 
all feelings of humanity hy a bmiliarity ivtth 
horrors^ are only conceivabley should malignant in- 
fluences ever bucceed in exa^^perating to the utmost 
the passions of those classes who possess nothing 
against those who have property, and in thus shaking 
the whole fabric of civilization to its centre. But 
even then it would soon be seen, that the circQ3Si» 
stances were different in the French revofaitioin, when 
the attack was upon the nobility and the large 
landed-proprietors. At the present day, to pillage and 
destroy property, which for the most part ecmsista 
of imaginary possessions, would by no means con* 
vert the destroyers into proprietors. The workman, 
whom 80 many popular leaders wooUl fask flatter 
into a marquis ouvrier, would soofo, perceive that 
his position cannot be bettered by continual i&r 
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Tolotionsy bat by reforms in the structure of 
society* 

• I wmt with my new frieiid to call on the amiable 

actress of the part of Losle, who lives in the neigk* 
bourhood^ and found her at the tea-table with her 
mother. Strange eontfast I whilst all abroad ia up 
at arms and iu ferment, — the people moved by a 
blind impulse^ a fcclmg tliat they must protect 
Aemaelves from the consequences of their own deed, 
—here, was a little world of yesterday^ of a former 
centuiy I The lamp buriiii clieerfully, the chairs and 
anangementa of the room ahow how well eomfovt 
has been understood in the period just past; it wiB 
be doubly hard to the present generation to serve 
and watch in the coming time^ On the walls 
quietly hang the pictures,— here are flowers^ and 
books, and Uie pianoibrte — ^long will its sound 
dumber, for lAo has an ear for music's voice 
when the thunder rolls abroad? Here was a pie* 
tore of domestic life in peace and repose^ whilst 
amidst war and tumult a new qNwh is ^^ening upon 
the wodd without. 



58 HIOTOBICAL TllirS. 

It lis pcrliapa an impossible task to record tlie 
luBtory of public events^ whilst the life of the actors 
is still undergomg change and transition^'— con* 
tiiiually to siuft tlie glance from the many-voiced 
Forum into the secret retreats of domestie life, to 
exhibit all that passes in public and trace .its m- 
flueuccs upon the latter — this can never come within, 
the province of strict history^ and must remam a 
(heme for historical poetry. For this reason it is 
both necessary and natural^ in unrolling large pic- 
tures of the world's history^ to intersperse the 
changes of personal life, and thus to exhibit the 
effects of the collective upon the position of the 
individual. 

The mental agitation caused by tUs deed of blood, 

• — ^perpetrated almost before their eyes, — affected 
theso ladies still powerfully^ and the Artist saw in it 
only the approach of a savage state of barbaristt# 
Of what use is it to explain to a man whose crops 
have been destioyed b) storms^ that a certain c^uan* 
tity of electricity had collected in the atmosfduve^ 
which required to be discharged, and had thus cleared 
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the air? lu all great strokes of fate^ wiietiier they 
km upon an individiial or upon society at large, 
there is ultimately, hut one resortj — to remain quiet^ 
to let the storm pass over^ and then to resume 
ootinige* 

On my way homoj there was great merriment on 
the barricades — singing and kughing* Here and 
Acre a kearlli had been set up^ and the fires crackled 
hritkly among the pots and pans. 

October 8M. 

A SuNDATj but not a church-bell is heard. The 

emits of the time appear to stand in the following 
connection. In March the Hungarians had been 
ptomised an independence, but one the permanence 
of which was scarcely compatible with Hungary's 
intimate union with Austria. The Hungarians in 
their arrogance oomnutted acts of injustice against 
th^ Croats'^, and the Camarilla now takes advantage 
of these to check the Iluagarians. Jellachich^ who 
sborlily before was almost under proscription^ is now 
5 i,8se ApiiaiMiiy B. at the end of this toIuiiw.— Tbansl.] 
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secretly supported. The'Himgaimns, seeing them* 
selves thiu betrayed by the new diplomaey, now 
turn to the Diet at Vienna. The Ministry contrives, 
with the assistance of the Czechs, to prevent the 
Hungarian Deputies appearing before the Diet The 
1lli"'fttp.r of War, Latour, who in the &ee of the Diet 
had loudly aud publicly denied any connection with 
JeUaefaich, is oonvieted by an intereepted eonespood-i 
ence, of having sent him money, etc* : he now seeks 
to palliate this treachery. 

Lamberg is sent off [on a mission to Pesth], and 
is murdered* The Emperor dismisses the Hunga> 
rian Ministry, and appoints a new one with Eecaey 
at its head, which is ready for anything and coun- 
tersigns its own nomination. The Government 
now openly avows its designs, and the manifesto to 
die Hungarians appears. The day before yesteidq^ 
some German troops, ganisoned in Vienna, are 
ordered to march against the Hungarians : they re- 
fuse^ and the people see clearly that the old system 
of employing one nation as a ehedi: upon another is 
stiii at work. Provocations oxk the part of the Mun- 
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garians have undoubtedly contributed to tliis. A 
fortion of the Burgher Guard and the A^ti^miff 
Leg w Mi uueiipectediy comes to the a^migtanee of the t 
German soldlfers, whose departure is to be enforced 
the Dragoons* Latour is required to withdraw 
the command to march : he refuses. On the Tabor 
a fight ensues, and the mutinous soldiers and 
Burgher Guards are victorions. Before the church 
isl St. Stephen, Burgher Guard fights with Burgher 
Guard, and the enraged populace hang Latour for 
his obstinacy and perfidy. He Diet, seeing clearly 
that this is no revolutionary attempt to subvert the 
State, but simply a fearful outbreak of mob passion, 
demands from the Emperor tlic formation of a new 
national Ministry and a general amnesty. The 
Emperor agrees to this, and the next nooming re- 
voking his assent he leaves Schonbrunn and takes to " 
flight. The people seise the Arsenal, and Auersperg 
with his troops quits ihe town and takes up a 
threatening position on the Belvedere. Who knows 
what may now happen ? Are the Court party bent 
on goading the people on to revolution^ because an 
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infuriated mob bave oomniitted a moFder 1 Perhaps 
the time may be come, when the feeble Ministrjr 
intends to strengthen itself by the iron regimen of 
a state of siege. • 

We went to the Diet^ whieh was ntting in perma* 
nence. Smolka, a Polish lawyer, with a true-hearted 
look^ in spite of his bristling moustaches, presided 
with quiet tact and an unassaming delivery* The 
meeting today was specially engaged with discussii^ 
several propositions made by BoiTOsch, the intent of 
whicb was to establish a firm coalition of Hhe 261 
members present. 

At noon we walked about the city, and visited the 
outworks. Everything wore a Sunday appearance: 
the people looked at the barricades and rammed-np 
gates with great calmness, although many faces be- 
trayed a feeling of anxiety; but it must be — the 
Emperor nmi offer his hand for reconciliation and 
peace. Here and there carriages, well-packed and 
with whole families, were seen driving out of the 
gates. Foolish timidity ! All goes on quietly here 
in ViennSi in spite of its feverish excitement. 
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' A large pablk meeting had been convoked in the 
QdfiOn for this afternoon, but it was postponed by 

written notices stuck up at all the corners of the 
streets. I heard from an authentic souroe— firom 
some of the men themsdves— -that there was a plan 
afloat to proclaim a republic at this meeting, and 
to establish a provisional government. Some more 
]mdent leaders of the democratic party opposed this, 
afid declared that they would denounce any one who 
should raise the cry for a republic as a traitor, and 
gj.ve him op to the yengeance of the populace. The 
meeting was postponed* 

October dth* 

I WENT to the Diet Schusdka presents a report in 
the name of the Permanent Committee. Jellachich 
(whose deposition the Diet demands from the Em- 
peror, and which the latter lias granted in general 
terms) is said to be with his troops at Bnick in 
S^rria, and the Deputy Prato is despatched thither 
to obtain an explanation and prevent his advance. 
A courier is also again sent to the Emperor, urging 
him to prevent Jcllachich's approaching nearer to 
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Tieima. A deputatioii of peasaniB from the Maieh- 
f did and the Weinland declare that th^ will stand 

by Vienna and the Diet with property and life. The 
Pennanent Comniittee of atudoita places the Aeade- 
mic Legion completely at the disposal of the Diet. 
The negotiations with Auersperg^ whose troops npon 
the Belvedere are maintained at the cost of the mJtj, 
are still pending. 

A joyous excitement prevaUs in the city: there 
is a report that Jellachich is beaten^ aud that 
the Hnngarians are foUowing dose at hia heels, 
intending to annihilate him ; the Empmr is aaid 
to have heen retarded in his flight by the Lands- 
tunn; according to authentic accounts he has not 
yet reached OUmiitz, and it is said that he journeys 
surrounded hy cannon and a large miUtary force* 
This repeated lii^lit of tlic Euiperor produces se- 
rious effects. ''If the Emperor has abandoned 
Ids post, why may not I do so too said a grena- 
dier deserter to a friend. There is nothing to be 
aaid about the Emperor himself, but it is of great 
importance to gain a dear insight into the intrigoes 
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of tiiObC wlio suiround kiia. The Archduchess 
Sophia commonly goes by the name of the Lady 
Camanlla/' Can any one be blamed for distrust* 
ing the Courts and doubting if it be in earnest 
to ertabliah conatitational liberty, or if its fatnre 
policy wH be baaed on truth? The instinct of the 
people has for a long time past scented the fox in 
the purlieus of the Court; but there has been a 

■ 

general diBtnist of ita warnings, — an attempt, but a 
vain one, to hush them. Events have now un* 
kenneled the fox, aud he escapes. It is not the 
general and loud voice of suspicion that has conjured 
up the aly fellow, or by a miracle transformed the 
hare into a fox, — ^he has been there long enough in 
his proper nature. The intrigues with Jellachich, 
who is generally pointed out as the special favourite 
of the ^^Lady Camarilla,^^ have brought to light 
the old and perfidious arts of dissimulation. Now 
ir not ihia new flight of the Empmr, to say the 
least, childish? There is nowhere any symptom 
of antipathy toward the Emperor: on the con- 
tiary, fhe existence of the throne ia looked upon 
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fti ihe safeguard of ihe emateiMe of Anatriay and 

the coutinuauce of the Dym&ty m regarded hj 
every man a^a a iieccbaity. It is said that a 
nttk and clatter of awords and mnaketa was again 
made at the door of the Emperor's apartments, 
with a view to frighten him into %ing, for his 
personal safety. Even if this story is mythieali 
and if report has converted the excitement of fear 
into an audible clanking of chains^ it stiU shows 
what a notion prevails respecting those who exercise 
the arts of intimidationi and him who is the sabjeet 
of them. Latour was near the person of the Em- 
peror^ and his death must have shaken him; but in- 
stead of answering, Sedc the murderers and give 
them up to justice V' he runs away in iihe night 
How can he return ? 

In ihe evening ihe IMet sits again. Sehnsdka 
reports, that the negotiations with Anersperg for his 
return into the city have hitherto been fruitless. 
Aucrspcrg continues to declare that lus inteiitions 
are pcaeefol. 

The Deputy Prato has met the Ban Jellachicfa in 
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Sdiwadorf^ half way between Vienna and Brack. 
The Ban dedared, that he acknowledged no coia> 
mand but the will of the Emperor, and that he 
was going with his troops to join his Majesty. 
HiB maimer was friendly^ but reaerved. PMo 
eatimated hia troops at three thousand men at the 
utmost^ in a miserable plight. Kraus^ the only 
Minister remaining here, declares that no steps are 
taken with regard to the Ban» without the consent 
of the Permanent Committee. Umlauft, a vain 
disagreeable person — who, it must be remembered, 
,waa Censor up to March, and who now dedaima 
away on the extreme Left — amoved that the law re- 
specting military discipline projected by the National 
Guards should be ^irochimed by the Ministry as a 
provisional law. Hub motion was carried. The 
systematic arming of the people is now under con- 
sideration. 

An extraordinary exdtement reigna in the city. 
JeUachich with his hordes turns out to be a real 

enemy, and a representative of barbarism. An eager- 
neaa for fight prevails everywhere ; the people want 

^^^^ 
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to aally forth, to attack and annihilate Auersperg 
and his troops^ before he can unite with Jeliachich. 

Others u|)pu:ie iliis^ sayings that an army of the people 
is only strong in defence^ not in an attack; in 
the former case moral courage would avail, — in the 
latter, discipiine alone, in which the people are de- 
ficient. 

It is said that an artilleryman in the city declared 
his readiness to suffocate by means of sulphur-rockets 
Auersperg's troops, which are closely crowded on the 
Bdyedere. People shook their head at this proposal : 
" No no, they are men like ourselves, and many of 
them our fellow-countrymen ! said a c^niet-looking 
man. 

Groups are quickly formed on all sides; a person ad-> 
dresses an acquaintance, and instantly a crowd gathers 
round; th^ discuss matters, they relate things, they 
contradict one another^ although perhaps perfect 
strangers. A member of the Academic Legion is 
sme to receive most attention. This Legion con«- 
gists not only of students, but comprises all who have 
graduated, and who are connected with any literary 
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or scientific calling. It is reported that the soldiers 
on the Belvedere sally out and barbarously maltreat 
the eitiaeiis who pass that way^ especially the sta-^ 
dents* In the hotels and inns every one sits down 
at table armed; we are completely as if in a large 
camp. 

October lOM. 

lU&LT in the morning women and lads are heard in 

the quiet streets^ hawking the newspapers for sale 
with a noisy and peculiar sing-song. There is no 
kmger any peaoeful morning dawn for thought; 
(m awaking we are instantly hurried into the busy 
scenes, and sleep brings but a few hours' relief. 

To the Diet I are the first words in a morning, as 
friends enter your room; to the Diet— the heart 
and centre of life to the state and city! Schu«- 
selka reports on the events of the stormy night. 
Some members demand that the Belvedere should 
be attacked, and the Landsturm called out; but 
both motions are rejected, and the National Guards 
of the country round about are summoned to hold 
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themselves in readiness^ and the decree for the 
n^cal arming of the people is passed. Two members 
of the Diut arc sent with auotker despatch irum the 
Ministry to the Ban, to obtain from him a dedsive 
answer. The people anzioiuly await tidings from 
him and £i'om Auersperg. 

In the evening another sitting of the Diet. The 
» Minister Krans reports that the Minister Hornbostl, 
whom the Emperor summoned to his presence, had 
met him at Krems. The Emperor intends to pro- 
ceed further^ to Briinn or Olmiiti* Kllersdorfj 
Borroschj and Stubnitzki had been with Auersperg, 
but the protracted negotiations led to no further 
result. Anersperg will not abandon his position, 
but he at last declares that he has no connection 
with the Ban. 

The Deputation who have been to Jdlaehidireport, 
that the latter gave this reply: '^As a aervaufc o£ 
the iState^ it is my duty to repress anarchy to the 
best of my power ; as a soldier, the thunder of the 
cannon gives the direction of the maidu^' Tkeie 
is a tone of bombast prevalent in Austria, eq>e* 
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cially iu Vienna ; and Jellachich now employs tkiii 
in his diplomatic intrigues. What mean audi w<»di 
as Uiat he follows the thunder of the eannon^^? 

JeQachich^ the Croat chief^ has entered the terri- 
tory of the German Empire with foreign troops. But 
here comes the sore point; what is the territory of 
the German Empire here in Austria ? who refers to 
this? Would not a loud and general outcry be 
raised were the troops of the German £mpire to. 
march into Austria m order to expel the Croats? 
There is a miserable mdecisioii respecting tlie rela- 
tion of Austria to Germany^ and even the wiser 
heads seek to evfule a courageous determination. 
Austria is called strong and united, and yet there is 
a talk here of an intimate nnion^' with Germany, 
whilst in Prussia die current phrase is, an expan-^ 
sion into Germany 

In numy points there is a great difference between 
Austria and Fmaria. In the former there is not 
tiuit military prideiy those boastful appeals to hi^story, 
to Frederick 11^ Bluclicr, etc. which are found in 

nroMia* In Austria ^leie is simply a deaiie to keep 
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together an assemblage of nations, but at the mad» 

time to maiutaiu a separate household. Moreover all 
that in Austria bears upon intellect aal life has a 
leaning and attachment to Germany: firom thenee 
the flame was fed, and Germany was the asylum 
from the mephitic atmosphere of home. There is, 
in eonnection also with tiiisj a sober simplicity and 
unassuming social manners, which are rooted in the 
national character of men upon whom an important 
task has devolved in the present times; whilst in 
oilier parts men think much more of maintaining 
their personal position and so forth. 

Prussia intimates pretty clearly tiiat it is only 
out of &vour that she cares for German unity, 
feeling herself su£lciently strong, and taking more* 
over the lead in intelligence. In Austria, on the 
contrary, the people openly b.y&[ that an inti* 
mate union with Germany is one of their most 
anjdous desires; but how to effect this is un- 
doubtedly a matter fraught with difficulty. De- 
mocratic idealists make light of such a thing, and 
talk of a great central European federative State* A 
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strange game is phyed : the diplomatic party^ start* 
iog firom quite another pointy coincide with the 
idealists. I heard one of Count Stadion^s friends 
declare that the Emperor Ferdinand would be 
obliged to abdicate^ and resign the crown to his 
nephew Francis Joseph. The latter would then be 
elected Emperor of Germany, the Frankfort Paiiia- 
ment be transferred to Yi^ona^ and thus Germany 
and Austria would be incorporated into one State. 
As if Prussia would submit to be ruled by a govern- 
ment at Tienna I as if the lystem of govemm^t in 
PrusBi% with all its miUtary strictness, were not test 
preferable to the radical corruptness of the whole 
state-machinery in Austria. 

The most lamentable thing is that, ii)»J|pd^ ginning 
of this summer, a provisional pow^.ii^^||KAbhshed 
at Frankfort, at a time when the fmte ot public 
opinion was still sufSiciently fresh to have framed a 
new order of things upon a large scale. Now that 
public opinion has lost its force aud vigour, and 
QDnaiderati0n8 of variona kinds have again inter* 
posed, the question of a Oerman unity presses 
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urgently for a settlement^ and it is much to be- 
ieared that ihe decision will be a half one* 

October Wth. 

There ia great rejoicing in the city« Five handled 
National Guards have arrived front Brunn; the 
Hungarians^ it is said^ are fitting out steamers, to 
hasten to the assistance of Vienna. The news 
iqaeads from one to another, and every face beanuf 
with joy. I went to the sitting of the Diet at nocm. 
Lohner> who was sent to the Emperor, has not yet 
aeen him. Hombostl, being unable to get on any 
longer with the Empearor, has requested his Majesty 
to accept his resignation. Another deputation is 
sent to the Emperorv consisting of one Deputy from 
eaeh province, to represent to him the real position 
i3& the city. The £mperor must in the end yields 
he must see that there is no anarchy in Vienna^ and 
that all would long ago have been tranquil, bnt for 
the conduct of the Court pariy, who aeem to act aa 
if they wish to bring about a revolution in Vienna 
by fomy to serve as a jnstiftealion afterwards for 
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tkdr inflicting the severer cliastisemeiit* But for 
Ae presence of JeUachieh, lliece would be no eieite- 
ment in Yiemuiy — ^it is now at its height* 

The Municipal Couueil iiave announced that they 
take upon themselves to provide for the fiimilies of 
those who have&Uen in the service of the dty, as 
well as for the wounded. This has created a power- 
ed sensatioii. 

The Diet^ who have been oontinually urged to 
call in the Hungarians^ resist the demand. They 
have protested against Jellachidi^s invasioii, and 
cannot therefore invite the Hungarians. A notioe 
issued today by the Permanent Committee dechures 
the report, that tlie Diet has forbidden the Hunga- 
rians to cms tiie Austrian frontiav to be fiJse* 

jU is now said that the Hungarians are ready to 
advance, but have not yet crossed the frontier. Why 
do ihey deky? Does a man wait to be called, to 
fldil a duty of gratitude ? I fear that we Germans 
have been again made fools of by a f (»eign nation ; 
but this cannot be spoken out publicly*. 

* [See Appendix C.^TkANSL.] 
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Many brave mountainem have arrived today fima 
Grats and Styria, decorated with tlie green and 
white ribbons^ who have come^ as one of them told 
me, "for a fight/^ The en^ployis in the provinces 
under the old system, who are still at the helm, 
prevent the real state of Vienna commg to the know- 
ledge of the people at large. 

There is a general alarm in the streets: troops 
march up and down : the horses from the imperial 
stables are diawing cannon and baggage-waggons; 
there is a perpetnal movement to and fro, like the 
waves in a stormy sea, — a picture which it is im« 
possible to £x or depict. 

Persons who come from a distance admit tiiat it k 
difficult to make the lower classes understand the 
peculiar position of Vienna. Not a man has risen 
against the Emperor ; the Diet continues its sittings 
peaceably, and is regarded by all as the legitiinate 
safeguard and sheet-anchor of the State. The Ca* 
marilla lias been the only object of hostility, which 
continued to play off its secret intrigues, during the 
^dstence of the constitutional government, and at 



Dig'itized by 



AXrBBSrBKG LEAVES THE BBLYEHEEB. 77 

will superseding its powers. Latour fell a victim; 
lie met with a just pmiiahment^ but perpetrated in 
an unnghteooB manner^ for his treachery to truth. 
F<x[ the very reason that no revolution has taken 
place within Vienna^ the Court party seem resolved 
to ftrce it into one from without; and yet Vienna 
now stands merely on the defensive,— in a position 
d self-defence against hordes of barbarians. 

October I2th. 

In the Diet at noon Schuselka reported on the neg- 
otiations with Auersperg. The ktter has left the 
Belvedere, and taken up a position outside the city* 
His umou witk JeliachicL is generally expected. 

In die afternoon I went for the first time witii 
some Mends to the Central Committee of the de- 
mocratic clubsj which holds its permanent sittings 
in the hotel Zur Ente.'^ The meetings are held 
is a large room on the second story. In every comer 
stood weaponsj carbmes^ muskets, and swords; heaps ^ 
of balls and cartridges were seen in the open cup- 
boards. At one end of the room a young man^ in 
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the dress of the Academic Legion^ was stretched upon 
a bed, sleeping caiinly. The poor fellow had gone 
through enough toU and disquiet when awake, and 
he now slept on, heedless of tlic noise around. On 
ihe opponte nde of the room safe the eiigmatieal 
Chaia&^ a kind of Caghoatro in pohtics, on whom 
every one look^ with a mental reserve^ but who 
neverihelesB ezeieiseB an undeniable influence as if 
with a demoniacal power. There he sat counting out 
to some newsmen the money they had to pay for 
plaeards md the like. Dr. Tauienaa, a man just 
turned of forty, with a dark complesxion, full fea- 
tures, and a rather pointed chin, who is said to 
possess next to Schiitte the greatest command of 
speech, presided at a long table in the middle of the 
room. A Secretary sat by his side takmg minutes 
of the proceedings, and next to liim Ludwig Eckait, 
his fine figure set off to advantage by the mili- 
tary dress. Like many others who at the present 
time ride the wild horse of \iltra-democracy, he 
formerly devoted himself exdusively to the spiiitleeB 
Viennese beUea lettrei, and abed his ink fireely in 



Digrtized by Google 




»LLINXK» 79 

newspaper battles. Jellinek also was present^ the 
busy, politusal Magus from the North. His transpa- 
rent features bespeak great mental actmty, while 
his rather emaciated £gure is a living proof that 
abstsaetioiis do not make a man stout ; lus manner 
is perpetually restless^ his hands are always in mo^ 
tion; one minute he rushes as it were npon his 
opponent, and the next he starts back to iix the 
speefcades on the bridge of his nose. Jelling 
belongs to a class of men who are thoroughly up* 
right, but wliobc natures are at the same time 
faced; partly from a consistency to his adopted 
or self-discoTered principles, partly from the rapid 
succession of events, he has been carried beyond 
his own natural opinions. In his desire, as he fan- 
des^ not to remain behind his own convictions and 
the march of events, he presses forward beyond the 
mark; hence arises his feverish impatience, liia con- 
fbsedxiess in discussion, appealing to a thousand 
irrelevant matters, all which together prevent any 
proper debate. There is a kind of rash fanaticism 
in men of sach forced natures, which does not allow 
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the oppoate arguments to be calmly presented and 
d»8ca«ed, the art of lirtening, of eutering witk 
fidelity and candour into anoOer man's views, is 
l»o» lost. WhiUt his opponent is speaking, the 
^steaa stands, so to say, ready with the arrow of 
thought in his hand, waiting to let it fly as soon a» 
speaker stops, and— he shoots into the air. 
Many most hare felt, in these latter days, the 
^ruitkssness of any debate, for few are prepared to 
admit a new thought into their minds, or to do 
j^rtiee to new views, which might emancipate them 
from the narrowness of their own conceit. Men 
who deal in abstractions, the absolute ciitiea who 
fency that they stand upon a speculative hei^t 
raiaed above men matter^>f.fact views, aud want to 
reduce facts to their relative significance, are just 
the very men who are obhged to follow fact, through 
every possible zigzag course, and are themselves the 
least free of all. 

Another remarkable man in this meeting was Dr. 
Frank,— a man of an imposing and powerful figure 
as if formed for a suit of armour. There was a 
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duOTaiwcwi today^ whether, m a well^trained wAiiat, 
he might not be inrated with the niihtary eommaiid 

of Yieima. He and Mesdenhauser were the cau(U- 
dito of the democmtic parly, whilst another pai ty 
(whidi had properly no name) wanted to have a 

xetired oihcer named Spitihiitl appointed to the 
command. 

Strange most be the eonflid: <tf feelings in the 
breaat of a man, at a time when a question ia 
to be decided whether or no he sball be called to 
lead a great movement that wiU form a part of the 
wcnrld^fl histpiy. Who ia noble-minded and honeat 
enough to be prepared with the same equanimity to 
welcome either decision? What man is able to 
throw himself, with all die powers of his mind, into 
such a position, who can at the same time renounce 
it with tmmoved calmness f Every one must in 
honesty confess, that to be set aside in such a case 
would cause him a feeimg o£ bitterness, however 
transient. 

The hmnan heart will be revealed to us under a 
new aapect, when, as wiU one day come to pass, men 

' o 
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shall be placed at the head of affiurs not by the acci- 
dent of birth^ but by the reconunendation of talents 

and fitness; and when they shall reveal to us all 
that passed in their hearts in such moments of deci- 
jrion. What noble resolves in one man, what ambi* 
tious motives in another^ will be brought to light I 
How easily it happens in such an election, that 
the candidate is ready to extol to the skies^ in case 
he receives their suffrage^ the very men whom, if 
they vote against him, he regards as an ignorant 
rabble beneath his notice I Or will history for ever 
place before us outward facts alone, and keep the 
realj inward life concealed from our view ? Tew men 
have the courage to be truthfdl in paasmg a judge* 
ment on themsdves; thousands rouge themsdves 
before the mirror of reflection in their closet* 

The Central Committee of the democratic clubs 
possessed no legally recognized authority, which was 
centred only in the Committee of the Diet, the 
* Mimicipal Council, and the Students^ CommitteCi 
all flitting in permanence. Nevertheless the in-* 
fiuenoe of the Central Committee was of great im* 
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portaiice, although the democratic clubs confessedly ^ 
never attained any high place in the opinion of the 
people at large. The system of clubs moreover in 
general had not yet taken root in Vienna ; those of 
the workmen alone were well-organized and pre* 
tented a firm attitude. 

As we entered the Committee-room^ there was a 
pause in the debate. Some came and demanded 
arma^ others ammunition: tickets were given to 
these people^ and they were sent to the appointed 
depdts. Other persons came from the villages 
around^ saying that JeUachich was disarming the 
National Guards jn those places. Thus then didi 
JeUachich, by his own sovereign will, abrogate the 
hw guaranteed by the Emperor conferring the right 
of bearing arms. I spoke with some of the leaders, and 
told them that they should appeal to Frankfort, and 
call upon the Diet there to protect the territory of 
the German Empire from violation. Erankfort I" 
exclaimed several, which is nothing but the seat of 
a new central police ! We will have nothing to do 

08 
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With Eia^ikfort.'' Jellinek, on the contrary, sided 
nith me : he bad himself pfevioualj mtrnd that & 
large public meeting should be convoked for thia 
purpose ; but the motion was lost. He complained of 
Ihe want of common senae amongst polilieiaiia, and 
declared that when this movement was ended, what* 
ever might be the result^ he would quit Austria. 

I took two hcnne-pistola with me, in order to be 
armed like the reat, and we went to the Students' 
Committee. The court-yard of the Aula was hlled 
with a crowd of armed men, — ^in fact at this time 
there was scarcely a man to be seen without anna. 
TTpon the assurance of our conductor we were ad- 
mitted, and momitcd two flights of staiis. On the 
stabra we heard one man calling to another, wandng 
him not to go about with loaded arms; and in fact, 
considering liuw mauy tliuubaiids of people, who 
nev^ handled a gim before, are now nmning abost 
with firearms, it ia wonderM that ao few aeeid^ta 
occur. In the corndor students were lying about 
upon straw, and glasses of wine stood on a hmtii : 
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■large btgs of toliacoo and cigars^ aent hj tlie MniuU 
c^al Council for tbe oammoii use, weie being carried 
into the different rooms. 

We entered the room in which the Permanent 
Coioniittee bdd its meetings. Iliefe ivas a consden* 
tious earnestness in the proceedings of the Com- 
mittee wliich could not he mistaken. Repui ts came 
flowing in^ and the people had to he kept bade, that 
each might be- heard in turn. Here, a spy has been 
taken ; one of the students is ordered to go with 
him into the examination-room. Another man oomea 
ivith a complaint that the armed people do not keep 
together, and that there is a want of ammunition, 
etc : — ^he is referred to the Command-in-chief. A third 
brings a repmrt of facts attesting the arbitrary oon- 
dact and cruelties the troops on the Belyedere: 
these are entered in the Miuutes. The inhabit- 
ants of a ndghbonring village send all their arms, 
to prevent their filling into the hands of Jeilachieh* 
AU and every one hasten in the first place to lay 
their representaiionB before the Students' Com« 
mittee* This is the pubUc body in nearest connee- 




Digrtized by Google 



86 P&OC££DINaS IN IHS COMlCXTT£E. 



tion with the people^ the authority of which 
they most readily acknowledge. The impresaiou 
produced hy tlie wliole proceedings was of a ilio- 
roughly manly and earnest character. A young 
atudent of the name of Hofer^ with noble featares« 
and a voice evidently subdued by protracted exertion 
and want of sleep^ was just then presiding* A gentle 
hint was at once sufficient to direct and regulate the 
discussions* 

The sitting was now converted into a secret onCj 
upon the entrance of a new-comer; and although 
some of the members told us that we might remain^ 
as excepliOiis, we left the room with all the rest who 
did not belong to the Committee. I heard fsom 
our conductor that^ in the private sitting, communi- 
cations would be made respecting the election of the 
Commander-in-chief, and the subject be discussed. 

I had a desire to see the Croats, and we were 
conducted into the room where they were confined* 
The apartment was tolerably spacious, and the fas\ 
niture eonaisted of some chairs and a bench : stcaw 
was strewn on the floor on each side, the length of 
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the room. In one comer sat a man^ Us chm 
|imsed upon his clenched fist, eyeing as with a fixed 

stare. At the window stood a group, conversixig ia 
a strange language, and close by sat a feUow squatted 
on the floor, mending his trowsers; by his side lay 
another, stretched out at full length, fast asleep; 
whilst others again^ likewise extended on the floor, 
looked up at us, their chin pressed into their hand. 
Upon a chair by the door sat a young man, with red 
cheeks and a fail* complexion : but a short time ago 
he had been a student at Vienna, and when taken 
prisoner he was disguised as an old man with grey hair 
and grey beaid. The Croats, with their close-fitting 
trowsers and dirty shirts, their feet wound round 
with rags, had a perfectly foreign look and Ihiea* 
ments — ^a narrow forehead, brown eyes, turned-up 
nose, well<^formed mouth and chin, black hair and 
dark complexion. Beside the evident consdousness of 
imprisonment, which did not however seem to weigh 
heavily on them^ their features had that inexpressible 
east of melancholy, which is seen in the human &ce 
when the powers of man's nature are not fully and 
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fredy de?ekiped. NatonJiato find ihk feature abd 

in Uxe higher qiedea q£ animak^ especially am<mg 
dogs. I say this without any intention further than 
to CBcpkdn lAat I mean by tUa mdandioly cnt of 
egression. I ocnifess that it gave me a feeling of 
aadness to see these poor fellows^ allured away from 
tlieir Steppes by a bold in^guer, for mere mad 
purposes of murder and ambkion. A iaaid, who 
understood the Croatian language^ told me that 
men aD beliered firmly that they woe bcfoie 
Feath — brought tbm to take die city; and ibef 
wondered greatly that the people wore no em- 
broidered trowsers^ like the Hungarians* Jdkdndi 
led his hordes backwards and forwards^ in every di- 
rection^ until at last they halted bdore a large city : 
this, they were toUlj wasj Buda-Pesth, wiiich they 
must take and plunder. Why need the poor devik 
know that the city is called Vicsma ? tbey hsre <mlj 
to shoot and slay. Such then are the deliverers oi 
libe Houae of Hababurg ! The dipkmiatie game of 
intrigne is here an easy one. 

We left the room. A man was pacing up and 
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down the corridor, dreat in a brown paletot, and 
wiA white kair, npm which was stndc a eap fm^ 
bcoidered with red and gold. A handsome student 
with a large brown beard walked by his side, con- 
Tming with the old man and paying him great 
lea^U The ktter was the Hongarian Minist^^ 
General Eecsey, who was a priBcmer here in the Anla, 
but appeared ziot at all to feel ill-at-ease. 

We also went into the room where the examina* 
ticms are held. There sat a student before a desk^ 
which was placed upon the door; by his ride was 
the secretary. One of the National Gnards faio«ght 
in a woman for examination,— a figure stranger than 
the liveiiebt imagmatiuu could, paint. Slie Iiad on a 
faded, mmpled, green silk bonnet, with a long old- 
ftdiicmed peak, a red handkmhief tied round her 
forehead, a short silk cloak which had once been 
Hoe, a large brown wpron and large men's boots; a 
tootfiless, dirty, saDow faoe, and daric phidied-iip 
eyes with a mfty expression, glancing quickly from 
one Bide to anoiher, and smiling at every ona, eom- 
plated die pictare of this strange apparition. The 
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National Guard bad jiui anrpriaed her in the act df 
secretly giving a letter to a man, which he was to 
put into the post outside the city. He had taken her 
into eoBtody, with the letter^ and bronght her to the 
Aula. The letter was in a kdy^a fine handwritings 
and addressed to the Countess Bathyany at IschL 
I could not learn its contents. It was natural to 
suspect that this person was a man in disguise; she 
was ordered to take off her .bonnet and head-gear, 
and a prufuaion of skort black hair appeared. Some 
grenadiers however, who came in, recognised her to 
be a female sutler, aud she now declared that her 
nauie was Antonia von IIopfneTy a lady of noble 
birth, and that she was blessed with four duldren, 
in saying which she raised four of her fingers. I 
did not hear what became of the strange creature, 
for at this moment there was an uproar in the court 
of the Aula as in a storm. The dead body of a stu«- 
dent was just brought in, which had been found on 
the Belvedere, after the departure of the troops. 
The corpse was frightfully mutilated, the tongue 
was cut out, the eyes put out, the mouth sht up to 
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the em, the nose eat off, the belly ripped up. All 
the horroiB that the ftenxy ot a monater in human 
ahape could devise had been perpetrated, Aud now 
there arose in the Aula shouts and howling and 
heart*iendbg eries for vengeance, such as I had 
never beibre heard. The women wept and wailed 
aloud; and tlic mcu — nut btudeuts, not proletarians 
—raised their anus aud swore vengeance on the 
House of Uab&burg and Iferdinand the kind/^ I 
saw one burly old man, the tears running do\vn Ixis 
cheeks, crying out till he was hoarse, Vengeance 
on UabsburgI Thus the fnood Emperor has us 
murdered, because a single man has been killed f 
In the scene before me I behdd the flames of revolt 
break forth in the breasts of the most easy-tem- 
pered people on the face of the earth, and saw to 
what lengths their spirit can be driven by in&mous 
perfidy. ''To the Diet I totheDietl'' cried several 
voices, and instantly " To the Diet I" resounded on 
every side. 

Thither Uie dead body was borne, preceded by 
a black flag that the members of the Diet should 
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aee how the troops of the Emperor dealt with hk 
people. Schuselka came down, and pacified the 
crowd with a few words. But when Prince Lubo- 
mirski set eyea upon the eorpacy the sight drove him 
fltark mad unou the spot ; 0 JeUaehich ! O Jdh^ 
cliicli V* he is said to have exclaimed^ before the 
madneas came upon him. 

We returned to the Central Committee (d the 
democratie dubs; hardly had we entered, when a 
man, iriio has played a leading part in the mote* 
ment, rushed into the room, bursting with rage^ and 
crying out with all his might, Spitzhiitl is Com- 
mandant I He shall not be the man, or I will have 
hun kiUed by my workmen ! I hare been in the 
students^ committee — they are going to protest — 
they must« Up and stirring ! agitate, let there be 
no rest 1 Spitxhiitl must resign/^ 

I confess I grew gkldy on the towering waves of 
the revolutionary storm : I felt worn out by all I 
had witnessed and gone through today. Other eon- 
stitutions are required to set at work the teczomm. 
—necessary it may be— of a revolution, and to stand 
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firm in the midst of it. The passionate excitement 
tt men^B minds however arises^ not merely firom 
seal for the general intereats^ but in some mea- 
sui'e also from personal animosities and the strife of 
man with man. The same ardent feelings cannot of 
eoane be esqfieeted in a stranger^ however great may 
be his sympathy^ amce the persons around are un* 
kiiow n to limi_, and lie 15 only aw ai'c of tlic direction 
which the conflict takes; he is ignorant of the pre* 
vious state of things, and the causes whicl\. long be- 
fore foretold and prepared the way for the coming 
straggle^ and rend^ed it inevitable. In making 
these remarks, I might re&r to occurrences of a 

■ 

hundred different kinds, which are judged of with 
too much haste and aeverity by those who merely 
take a general survey of events and have no personal 
share in the contest. 

In the midst <rf a revolution one gets accustomed 
to the most extraordinary events; and what would at 
other times depress the mind for days, and lower 
its tone, is at sucli a time cairied off by the next 
wove. 
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I had promised to meet my Stjrian friends in the 
tavern Zur Linde,^^ and we sat there in the evening 
enjoying a qtdet conversation. One must stop some- 
times, like a rider npon a fleet steed, who pulls np 
to take a draught and then speeds on again; but 
who holds the bridle of the great movement of the 
masses, and how is this guided ? 

It was near eleven o'clock, when a Styrian came 
in, and invited his comrades to accompany bini to 
the Aula, to give evidence. I went there again. 
We £rst entered the room in which the Permanent 
Committee holds its sittings : the business was not 
yet closed. Hofer was still presiding, and the way 
in which, wrapt in his cloak, he sat leaning upon 
the bell, showed how exhausted he was, although he 
did not give up. The members sat around, engaged 
in debate, most of them with a musket on thar 
knees. A young fellow at the lower end of the 
table had fallen asleep^ his head resting upon fha 
barrel of a horse-pistol. A large pitcher of water, 
with some glasses, stood upon a small side-table; 
there was no otlicr drink, but cigars served to keep 
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off sleep. With vigilant care these young meu 
ffuad against allowing the earnest charaeter of their 
meetings to degenerate in the remotest degree into 
the revelry comiuou among students. 

We weie swnmoned to the Examination-room. 
Near the President's desk sat a smarts well-fed 
Styrian forester^ in a grey uniform with green cu&« 
He sat twii'liiig his moustaches to tlic iiglit and left^ 
and went on quietly smoking his cigar. He kept 
on his green hat^ with the ^embart, and looked 
boldly around at those present. His belt was still 
fuftened round his waist^ but he had no cutlass. He 
waa one of the volunteers who had enrolled them« 
selves at Gratz for the war in Italy^ but had just 
been trying to correspond with some of Anersperg's 
troops, and had committed many other suspicious 
acts. During the whole examination he behaved in 
a bold and contemptuous manner, and on giving his 
aame, to be inserted in the minutes, he added. 

Fray put down, Kaiserlich-kimiglicher Oberjager 
(Eoyal-impcrial Head Eor ester)." Tliis raised a ge- 

Qflfal shout of laughter. 



96 THE 7BEli:ANSirT COKMITTJSE, 

Whilst the damination ^as going on^ a man 
was paciDg up aad down the farther end of ibe 
xoom, — a soldier who had been brought in pnaoaer/ 
and who kept walking to and fro with short and 
quick steps^ like an hyaena in a cage, griniyng 
at those present about him in a half-guodnatured, 
half-roguish manner. The Imperial Oberjager and 
the soldier were now taken off to prison. 

On our way home at mxdmght we heard that 
Spitzhiitl had resigned au liour after liis appoint- 
ment^ aad that Wenzel Messenhauser, a democrat of 
the first water and an ex-officer, who had o£ late 
been engaged in literary pursuits^ was appointed 
Commander-in-chief. 

October 13M« 

In the Diet^ the President Smolka in the first place 
requested the Journalists and the Assembly in geueial 

not to let the tidings of the dreadful fate of Lubo- 
mirski appear in the newspapers, to prevent the 
melancholy news first reaching the family through 
the public press. A circular had akeady been sent 
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found by the newspaper editors^ requesting the ob« 
wrvance of this discretion. 

A very strong address has reached the Diet fxom 
Hungary^ ofFering the hand of true brotherhood in 
^ free brotherly love*'^ The Hungarians want to beat 
Jelladiich on the Austrian soil^ and are ready to halt 
as soon as the Diet orders*, Schuselka repoi*ts^ 
that the state of things in Vienna is distorted in the 
most shameful manner by the provincial press^ which 
repiebeuti it as a reign of anai'cliy and incendiarism ; 
whereas in truth the conduct of the so-called lower 
orders is truly admirable. But it is found necessary 
to resort to such lies, and to raise the cry of 
'^Anarchy/' in order to let sUp the dogs of war. 

Beside the Styrians, two professors with a body 
of students have also arrived iroui Salzburg. The 
Diet continues to receive addresses of confidence 
from various towns. Jellachich now declares that^ 
on receiving the news of the position of Vienna, he 
had advanced nearer. 

* [6ee Appeadbc C. to this Tolume.-^TRANSL.] 

H 
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Meaaenhaueer has imed liia fint pradamariong 

lie speaks of the time as one in wlueb every day 
filb a leaf in ibe wcmtUPs Uatosy;'' and agaia^ "We 
drown aU sad xeminiBceDcea in ibe etenal staam of 

oblivion.^^ I cannot understand bow sueh liaekneyed 
phrases can remain in use; but the more I observe 
those who read^ the more I see that anch honidrutt 
expressions still produce an immense eiect. These 
arc a cliildlike people, and moreover they are Suutk- 
enu. In their iqieechea and action, even anumg the 
more simple class oi' men, they present a strong coor 
trast to tlie xSorthems; and no one can judge of 
tiiem, fairly and justly; who does not take into 
account the Southern excital»lity of temperament, 
which however is at the same time found united 
with a great love of ease and good ten^per. Yoiidcv 
is gathered a gnmp, engaged in pasaiaaate debate. 
A mau quietly lights a cigar at his neighboor^s^ 
aticlcs it into his meeraehanin monftipiecc^ and tlioi 
bursts forth in passionate inrnkhres againsi the 
Emperor and Jellachidi* A woman comes up to 
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^kmuj full of eoriosity to hear the news; and as 
tbe strad& MBtening widi hmttkaa eagerness^ sbe 
ai the ame time goes on knitting her atoeking. 

A report that Wmdifiehgratz k collecting troopa 
to mmAr npoa YienBa inflames the people anew. 

Bcxedible^ but what ia incredible 
in theae times ? Bjunour ia nowadays but the fore- 
shadowing of events. 

* At the Diet tibia evening a report, ddivered by 
Sefansalkaj, stated that Lohner had not yet been 
received by the Emperor, but that the former Depu- 
tation had been admifttedto an audience. AnoAer 
despatch has beoi reedved from Jellachich, atating 
that he has no hostile intentions, and that he de^es 
merely ta da his dvty a« a eitiaen by anppressmg 
anavel^. The simple anawor to this is, that there 
exists no aoarchy in Vienna, and that no conllict at 
all would take place if he would only depart. Jellft- 
ehidi ia aho given to understand, that his disarming 
the liatixmal Guards is at variance with his own 
words. 
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Borrosch laid before the Diet his proposed addrcii^s 
to tbe Emperor^ conireymg a requisition that a con- 
gress of nations should be convoked^ as the onlj 
means of averting the impending danger. The 
address was voted^ but who can build any hope upon 
itf A congress of nations! this is one of those 
high>souudiug phrases which suggest themselves op- 
portunely when people do not know how to act. A 
congress of nations I peace will of course be con«* 
cludedj when the battle is fought out; but why 
should not peace just as well supersede the strife ? 
Does the number of the slain alter a whit the rational 
force of motives ? But thus it seems to be with men, 
iiatiouis iiiubt iii'iit meet m bloody couilict, before 
they will lend an ear to reason and come to any un- 
derstandings however muck pressed upon them by 
necessity. Would that huiuanity presented a diiier- 
ent aspect ! This new address is probably aceepted 
merely not to have left any means of conciliatioeL 
untried^ although few entertain any hope of its 
success. 



V, 
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Is the imperial audienee-xoom tamed into a puppet- 
show^ or is all tliis conduct the result of stub- 
bonmess ? There can hardly be a doubt. The De- 
puty Potkr gives a report to ihe Diet of the au- 
dience with the Emperor. The Deputation were first 
kept waiting a long time in an ante-room on the 
gfound-floor^ by the orders of Count Lassanski* 
Even the National Guards were indignant at this 
treatment. At lengthy at one o^clock in the mom* 
ing^ they were admitted. Lobkowits and the Axeh* 
duke Charles were present, beside the Emperor, 
The Emperor hardly cast a glance on the address 
that was presented to him; and diawing a paper 
from his bfeast-pockety he read its contents (which 
were almost in the same words as the reply of the 
7th from the palace of Schonbrmin), and then with- 

WW. 

Mattm at court remain precisely in the same 
state. The barricades are permanently erected in the 
atreetSi and permanent barricades (so to say) are 
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fonning in the mindB of men. Wliat will be Ae 
end of all tius opposition? 

Vienna k compelled to defend heraelf Bgaind^ 

postSy whenever a Croat ^entases wsddn reach. Da- 
fence — It IS this to which Vienna haa been driven* 
Eree-eorps am fannii^; members are enr^ed li 
ihe eaf(§^ at the hotel "im Snt^'' jad «t 
University. We live in a perpetual fera^ at the 
cannon's mouth. What mui is cold and paaaionlesa 
anoDgh to 4e{act the indiridvd taiia of tina 
aionate excitement? One ia carried amy kf tha 
torrent. 

At the aitting o{ the Diet thia rfbemaaA Sebaeftm 
announced the receipt of Areeh addwaaoi ifaopnaofiawa 

toiwns and villages^ tendering their adheaion to the 
Diet. PiDenBdorfj who waa wilihaiitaUe iht Jina 
and prevented from eonung aula the Diet, .daaired i» 

be conducted to the head-quarters where Auerajieiig 
and Jdlacliicli liad joined their forces. A despatch 
la the Diet waa otaafcad ia kim^ ii— liiMjin^ 
that they ahoiild pneveot the entiy <«f the Himfflh» 
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nsDSy aad {»:omi6iDg in return that the supply of 
l^visions shcmld be again admitted free into the 

Schuiteika read the answer to this despatch, sta- 
ting that tlic Diet liad besought a peaceful media- 
tion of tiie 'Empmitf tiiat Lobkofwitc had assured 
1^ Defntations that Jdladaidi mtcmded no hcMh 
iOity^ but representing that the cutting off the 
supply of pftnmoBB aoiid dissraoing the Nationid 
0nmBiB «ie bisect «oto of hostility. They ianst om. 
Jeiiachich^s retiring, in which case the Hungarians 
wXi dhranee no ftuiher; Irat mrhikt in a sMe of 
mBgB, Vienin caimct order them away* 

The Polish deputy ^^eodorowics spoke with great 
iniUgnaticm of the conduct of those in power. I'liere 
ii MMtkaig m, the peeoHarity of feeling vnd ck> 
^^resaioa among these Boles remarkably attractive* 
^Chey speak a foreign language, and tlieii* accent and 
Ae constmetion of their sentences axe perfectly 
fawignj whieh impaits to all ihqr >ay ft character 
of originality. The educated mind is seen strug- 
gling, aiil^Mey ytiSi Ae perplexitks of language^ 
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and at last the thought^ the fientiment^ Is produoedl 
iree of all superflaoua verfaiage. You see at fmm 

that new ore must here be sought in the depths of 
the mind^ in place of the half wom-out com that 
passes current in debate^ 

When a man in his own country betrays awkwarcU 
ncss m public speakiug, it produces a disagreeable 
effect on the hearer; but in a foreigner this em* 
banassment creates a certain indulgent partiahty for 
the speaker. We not only make every allowance 
for a man who has to contend with such diff cakie% 
but we are anxious to lend him a firiendly hand^ to 
aid him. In social life this feeling often operates 
so strongly^ that we axe led to set even a higher value 
upon sentiments imperfeetly ezparessed in our own 
languagCj simply for this very reason. But far more 
still is this the case when^ as here^ we see men de* 
voting all their eneigieB to the establishment of 
political freedom. 

The Poles, who in the Diet had more than once 
entered into a compact with the Czedis, soon dis* 
covered that they had brought themselves into a 
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false position. The German element^ and the de» 
alMMitk spirit which springs from it^ must be their 
natodi support; and thqr now bear loyally tht 

painful position in which the people on the one side, 
but far more the Court on the other^ have placed the 
Diet. 

October Ibth. 

Tbm is the second Sunday that no bell has t<dkd* 
People, especially the womeu^ walk silently to church* 
The mighty St. Stephen has sounded the alarm by 
day and by nighty and how can he call to piayerf 
In the streets every one is anned| not a child is 
to be seen* It would be interesting to dive into the 
nnikda of difldren^ and see the effect of sudi im« 
pfcssions; but the mind can scarcdy comprehend 
all that the ever-shifting scene presents. 

A decisive battle was expected today, but it has 
not taken place. Men become gradually accustomed 
to this state of things ; they Icam, in the narrow as 
well as in the broad spheres of life^ the accom- 
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modating fem of lialnL Bndi was l3ie feeling 
m 1^ Diet today; Filkndorf demai^ thul; tte 

House should proceed with its regukr buaineas, 
debate on territorial privileges ; adding, that this 
mold alio lum flie eBed of pacifying tiie citf. 
Several Deputies called attention to the manner in 
which the foreign newspapers purposely iiiiBrepre- 
aent tiie state of affiura inVieimay and how especially 
ituft ahflucd atoEv q£ ^-i^ iminieEeEa nf I^atftnr facmff 
well received by the Diet, is stated as a £act in these 
jouxafthu A diaoanion arose wheliier time eali»> 
niea dM>ald be sefoted or no. Bonosch pnipoaed 
the publication of a simple narrative <A the events of 
die 6di ef Ociobffi. Scbnselka ocmideredfittt ittt 
net il» dnty of lihe Diet to be ^iflfen^MMi ef paang 
events^ and that it must be left to the truthful por- 
tion of the press to rdPiite such calmxmiea. The 
Diet ahaced this oputtonu In the interala of ana- 
penae^ in thought and action, we aj:e tempted to 
sketch some of the leading eliaracters. Take the 
iiaUewing. 
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Pillersdcnf, a mau fi% years of age^ of tall ^tatnie^ 
wAl a lofty hfom and vocy bald, is one of the most 
wwMHtiaMe man, of talent in the IHet^ Inallthrt 
be aaya he eslubita tke calm diBoemment of a states* 
flHOi* In Irs civilian^B dress he has the air of a 
lolifiBr, <vdiD bas tiurown dF his tuafeim. Whenever 
he speaks there is instant silence: his eminciation 
is auytiiiag bat impressive, yet in all his statements 
he Mtenn jbohi and 
danfio% roistering them as m a hi^ 
proper place, so that he can easily re&r to tiiiem. 
Fflhansderf hM of late legnned 4he popnlari^ he 
kat in May when Miniater, ilis ^ypointmeHt «i 
Vice-President was hailed even by the most ultra* 
lafieal jonmatiats, for in him they had a firm sUeld 
agHMt ihe exeem of the Couxi party« His aeon- 
rate knowledge of the whole domestic policy of 
Austria ranks high in general estimation; and as 
aaan tm the Diet wBOBDUea, dl ejpea are turned 
aee iirhetber Pillersdorf is in his place^ which is m 
the right centre. Under Mettermck's government 
heiaided with the IflMnd OppoHtkni^ and ao^Eiiiifedja 
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pliancy^ nay a certain softness of cfaioraeter. I laM 
made the acqnaintauoe of sereral men of tiiis dasi^ 

Viho, whilst they yield assent to liberal principle^ 
instead of grafting this upon a firm and iron cha* 
raeter, acquire on the contrary an habitual elegiac 
softness^ if X may so express it. This is one result of 
the peculiar state of affairs in Austria, and of the 
national diaracter. In connection with this peeo* 
liarity we may observe, that in the poetry of the time 
just past the most striking specimens of Elegy are 
to be found in Austria. However strange it mi^' 
appear, the open susceptibility of impression seen in 
Pillersdorf, which prevents any stiffness or reserve 
is connected with this inclination to the elegiac efe» 
ment. In the stiff, Protestant North there were 
formed during the period of slavery mmy more 
sturdy and vigorous characters. 

Take ano&er Deputy. There sits Goldmark, a 
young man of the Mountain party, with a shorty 
thickset figure, and hair prematurely grey, — ever 
upon the alert, ever ready to fire, sometimes hitting 
the mark, but as often shooting wide of it* He har 
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§9iiietliing of Hecker's agility and youthful vigour, 
Ipt lie wants that oomnuuiding doquenoe which the 

slulf ai lawyer possesses* 

Yonder sits Fuster, a well-fed man^ a perfect pic- 
ture of a Fdi^Mtter, with his coat buttoned up to the 
«hui, — ^a man who has no weight in the Diet, par- 
sonic^ but effective in public meetings. 

Look at Yioland, rushing headlong into debate, 
£iill of spirit but without talent. Nevertheless spirit 
itself is sometiiiiig among a people who have been 
80 long schooled to forget their position as men and 
citixens. 

Clo^ by sits Brestl^ a mathematical professor, — a 
man turned of thirty, with a look and manner in- 
quiring confidence, prudent, and free of vanity : he 

is talked of as the future Minister of public wor-> 
ahip. 

In the left centre sit Lohner and Schuselka, side 
1^ aide, — ^the former a tall, thm £gure, with ema- 
eiatcd features and a dark beard, betraying a nervous 
ipitability. Lohner is one of the most enthusiastic 
^liiwinthe Diet, full of poetic ilights, and as ready to 
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lie CBiifid 8WIJ liiiiiidf u to enny away oAo^ He 
k received wkh the greatest entliusiaaiii, in spke— 

I regret to say in spite — of his warm support of the 
eune of Gennsn moty. It is a oontmiul soorce of 
peia to perceive that people here have come to no 
determination with reference to this German ques- 
tion. Lohner ia also known aa a poefe^ imder ttie 
name of Karl von Morayn : he ia a phyaieian. 

It is a remarkable circumstance, that at the present 
time in Austria men of the medical piofeaabn oc 
a prominent position in the poHtical woiU; ftr i»- 
atauccj Goidmark, f'ischkof, Zimmerj and Lohner. 
This may perhaps principally arise from the fact that 
medical science is the most cultivated and advanced 
in Austria, and has for this reason attracted and 
at the same time educated men of the first talents. 
The state of jurisprudence on the contrary ia 
rotten, as in Austria the membm o£ the Bar^ 
among whom the popular party naturally seeks its 
leadm, have had no free standing. 

Schuaeika has recently acquired the highest iuoB, 
and won the respect and attachment of all. Hia 
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npnte t0 tke Diet tie true maaterpkeeB of parUikr 
jBcaitey hngaa^ full of ardour, but tempeared with 

calmness^— decided^ yet at the same time equally 
Ham^ He ia master nol only of eray iravd he 
vktcfa, but of eaeh syQable, and of ita praper iatom^ 
tioB* An unusual *^lmn^iM» requiredy in days ^^^^ 
these, to prescr\ c a temperate and manly demeanour 
in prodaiming the eKcitmg events that hourly ocenr* 
I cannot say more of Schuselka, — our long intimacy 
prevents this ; it may safely be left to his enemies to 
draw the pietuic of the man* 

I fed sorry for good Borrosdi, — his appearance 
k so often pedanticaUy comic His overstrained 
padpit tone is disagreeable^ and when he pronounces 
the words " Peoples of Austria I'^ it is just as if he 
lets them one and all step forth &om his mouth. 
Borrosch still keeps his scat on tlic cxtrcuic Hight, 
tlAoa^ he sides wholly with the Lefik : this is just 
cincaetenstic of the man; haring once taken his 
seat there^ he retains it. Borrosch is a thoroughly 
konomhk SEni upright man, full of entbiiBiastie 
dsveftiso to the intcrasts q£ hnmauityy and easily 
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excitable* Coming from Pragae, lie dreads above 

all things a conflict of races (a person must hear 
him pronomice this word^ Bacenkampf/' ''to feel 
the full dread it conveys), and would use every 
human means to avert it, Borrosch is a self-taught 
man, of geucral information; but lie oftcu falk into 
trivialities unbefitting the oonsideration which other- 
wise attaches to his character. 



ME88SNHiiU8ER has seut a long despatch to Jella- 
chich^ wdl-meant but .confused. It is said that 
JeUachich answered it very ironically by word of 
mouth. General Bern, from Lemberg, who fought 
80 bravdy at Ostrolenka, has undertaken the mili^ 
tary dispositions*. 

It is announced in the Diet^ that the Emperor 
has declared to a fresh Dq)utationj that the efforts of 
the Diet to oppose anarchy receive his ^^full and 
entire acknowledgment/'' and he "will take care 
that the Diet shall be allowed to continue their de» 
bates unmolested.'^ This is only another instance 
* [See Appendix D> at the end of this volume. — TaANSi.»J 



October 16th. 
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mt the ]ia»:epreBetfMioiiB propagated afaraaf ; m H 
■Mfiliji hm to be mippmBed and the Diet let fte^ 

whereas there exists no anarchy and the Diet m 
waist no eoiifltijuxit* 

13ie Ihuq^iMM MiiMHfenot yet aniyedy bnt Puhdoy; 
ia an address to the Permanent Committee (d tk 
Diet, actually advised the latter to appeal to the 
Central Penrer at Erankfbrt for an adjustment of tlM 
present differences* Do we require such advice ircmi 
die Hungarians, and is this all tlic assistance they 
aendf^ 

I went mOi some &iends thk afternoon to the 
camp on the Belvedere. It was glonous weather, 
moi tk aMmitaiBB were dothed in a brilliant wx^ 
twnnal mat; bat who has now any thoughts for 

the fresh lureath of mountain air? Motley groups 
were gathered in the court-yard, wlicrc cooking, 
imiaag and singing were gvnng on. Many of the 
•tiidiMits had left the Academic Legiony and enrolled 
thcmsdves as leaders of the workmen in the Garde 
Mobile. In tike laarge cenlarad hall of the pahee; 

^ £8ee Appenffis €, at the end of ibis Yo]iime.-*TaAN8L.} 

I 
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wliere hung the beautiful portraits of Maria Xheresa 
and her huisband^ straw and blankets were slrewfi 
aroimd, and here were encamped tiie National Guards 
of Brunn. In the saloons below were the head- 
quarters of General Bern. Suspicions began to be 
whispered about in the garden and on the staixSy 
that General Bern could not be fully trusted. Fre- 
quently the most fatal fruit of such a state of 
general excitement is suspicion^ the seeds of which 
are suddenly sown by olSended vanity, restrained 
fool-hardmess^ and cupidity, whilst no one^ knows 
the real source from which it arises. The very 
difficulty of a man's proving his fidelity and devo* 
tion should lead to a distrust of such insinuationa. 
How many collisions must the appointments in 
the head-quarters have occasioned, where perhaps 
every one wants to be the first ; to be mounted on 
horseback with the green plume of feathers — there ^s 
the charm ! The true democratic sentiment has still 
to be worked out, to render men readily content 
with a subordinate position, and in that position to 
fulfill their duty. AVhcn the struggle iu the field 
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and in the forum is once ended, but not until then, 
"tbe real worth of political virtae must agftin be 
proved ; the silent and unnoticed acts of patriotism 
will then be called forth, without any stimulus of 
outward homage, shouts of applause, or torch-light 
processions; and he who then perseveres in an im« 
tiring course of activity, will have the first claim to 
the name of a free dtisen and a good patriot 

On our way home we met two students on horse- 
back, drest iu white cloaks; they were galloping to 
the head-quarters. Joyous youths, who are now in 
the fuQ possession of power and freedom 1 but will 
they hereafter work on quietly in the study, where 
no eye regards them ? will they not weary of labour- 
ing, day after day, for the benefit of their fellow- 
men, restricted within the dose bounds of lawf 
Let us hope the best. 

The Hungarians are said to be now at all events 
near at hand: Messenhauser asserts it decidedly. 

October I7tli 

This has been a remarkable day. In the Diet a law 
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for the protection of the Duties ms negatived, 

and .Borrosch properly observed tliat it could only 
serve to protect against anarchy or reaction : there 
is no fear of the farmer, uneeVieiiimy in iqpifce of tiie 
general armingi has shown no vestige of it^ and 
reaction on the other hand would not care for any 
law. Schnselka lepwta that a deputation of the 
Frankfort Left^ consisting of Bobert Blnm, ^lobd, 
Hartmann and Trampusch^ has anived, and pre- 
sented an addresa. Lohner^ who haa letnzned ttom 
his mission, charaoterizes the feeling at Court as a 
compound of tear and reactionary tendencies.^' He 
proposes that an application should be made to the 
Begent of the Empire to act as mediator* Troops 
continue to be drawn toward Vienna-; an address is 
again sent to the Emperor, stating that it is only 
the presence of these troops that eicitea asgr diaqniat 
in the city. 

I was in the reporters' hax^ when an acquaintance 
told me that the Frankfort Delegates were in the 
strangers^ gallery, and wished to qpeak with me* 
We met in the corridor, and made an appaintmcnt 
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to diae togetbior at the hotel " Zum rothen IgeL'^ 
A large party of democrats wsus a^isembled there, 
AH pmacd rond Bobert Blom^ to wham JeDmek 
was taSckig veiy eagerly* Dr. Becher, wiih whom 
I spoke here for the fir&t time, joined us at diimer, 
wkh lus'wttraiid! s fine sprightly boy. He was very 
entfrnsiartic in fimnr el the eongran of peoples 
proposed by Borrosch. 

V^my-great sorrovr X here again observed none 
of the cUer, aettihed ebm of citiEei» in the ranks of 
democracy, which consisted princq>ally of young 
men, doctors and students. I regret to make this 
eonfeasiDn, btit tradi before everything* Here, as 
elsewhere, the burghers, the proper nucleus of the 
people, cling to a constitutional monarciiy, and are 
horrified at the idea o£ a republic, — not out of love 
far Am primes, but from fear of democracy and 
certain of its representatives, — not out of attach- 
ment to existing institutions, but from dread of what 
may follow. Everywhere men with a ready tongue, 
hit who have lost their position in society, join the 
democrats; and this necessarily alarms the qiuet 
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burgher. I am well-aware that a rigoriam of TirtUfSL 
mil not do in politics ; bat if eventually demoerafiy. 
succumb^ this will arise mainly from the circum* 
stance^ that unclean hands have been permitted to. 
desecrate the holy cause of popular freedom, and 
that this class of reckless men^ who couunand neither 
station nor respect^ have goaded on the mas^^e^i, and 
made them a bugbear to the citiaens* • 

The Frankfort Delegates would not belieire me 
that the movement here is neither a republican oney 
nor, rtricdy speaking, a national German one. In oar 
days a man soon leams to desist from attempting 
to impart his conviction to others : every one heaia 
only what he wishes to hear. 

Tomorrow, tomoixoWi it is said, is the dedaiTtt 
day. Will the 18th of October again be a red-letter 
day ? It IS asserted confidently that the Hungarians 
are in the neighbourhood. 

The address of the Frankfort Left, which is stuck 
up at the comers of the streets^ £uls to heighten tba 
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ardour of the readers. How indeed could this be 
pomUe;^ when the eord is abeady stretched to the 
utaniMEt? The Delegates convey a fraternal saluta* 
tion^ and add: ''We consider ourselves happy at 
^ moment, pregnant with destiny, to be amongst 
yon, nnd, if it be so fated, to share your dangers, to 
stand and fall with yovu" 

Thus much however has been accomplijalicdj — 
that the hopes of people seem to be more fixed 
m Germany : on every side one hears it said that 
it is for Germany to avert an attack from JeUa-^ 
diidi; and the Committee of Students has de^ 
ipaldied an address to Frankfort to this c^eet<» 
Now or never would it be possible to awaken the 
sympathies of Austria for Germany* Every one 
looks anxiously for a mediator to avert the peril. 

The Diet shows cieikiiy how di&cult it is, amongst 
such a mixture of nations as are here represented, to 
adopt any appeal which would be acquiesced in un<% 
eonditionally in every district. In the address to 
tiie collective States it was proposed to use these 
iPtvds, Peoples, arise with your moral force,'' etc* 
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Againrt tbia ex|«€iskm the Pcki^ ia pixfciciiknr 900* 
tested, apfiaraitly finon the £ear q£ a mkmeeigtim 

e£ the expreaakm^ and of a nsmg uimlar to thai of 
1846. The appeal w«» fhmfiwe agwt refened to » 



The po&itioa oi the Diet ia a moat di^uk 
Fiopcrly speaking the events of tiie 6th of October 
wm BO fmliitkm; ikey made m altsatMm m the 
CBitmg powers q£ the Stated the Jknperoc lenaised, 
tlie Diet remained j and tlie teixible e£[eetii of mob 
kair M only upou ene MkikieK. TheBafeior Aeo^ 
the Diet ranatned 6axL, and ali the aywpathaei of 
the city and countiy are centsed upon sL The 
IKct vndertook the ofioe of medieftieii^ aiint tfipt^ 
lea&j with aneeeaa; but ite efforte ime batted by 
the Emperor's flight ; xie¥erthelea& all the piddie 
bopc is still fixed upon ka cfbctk Imy onaap- 
pliea to iikt Dieft^ all antfunfy cmanitei tnm tbia 
euitre. 1 heard one of the meat iniiiientia] membeca 
of the Diet give this sharp reply to a pai'ty leadex^ 

wbo was urgent §ut calling in. the Hnngariana aoA 

aammening the Landstuxai, — WeU^ if you. besa 
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xeally g^tea and want to keep a xevolutton, disaolYe 
the Diet^ and appoint a proroional govemmait ; but 
wi^ 80 iong aft ive exist aa alMct^ witt not qvdt fbe 
^und constitutional kw/' 

Here now is seen the fiatal confuaion in the receat 
pMMImoi^toitocdnaBtmgpQkiL Vo^mmOm 
past Taooua clubii and popular meetings ha¥e n^^^^ 
upon the di£^rent Dn^U to eilect a new revolution^ 
and cp Mp l et fr tiie wcA irindi via Boi ffigcuted by 
the people ; henee mieh eipresaiona as^ the penn»» 
nent revolution/^ and that the Dieta stand upoi» 
ife ganiia <rf the xevdn^ But the Biefai «b Mi 
•tead Qpiii the gramd of the mdatiQii: thia ii 
only the legal title in which their power originatea; 
but tkdr esktcnee k the fint eomineneement of ' 
oiginkfttkn. The Dkt k naeiily the rank of a 
xevotation effected by the people inaa^Bu: as it haa 
been saccesafiil^ but by no means the revolutioii 

It k beeauae the Ultras here are well-awaxe that 

the Diet concentrates in itself the political force of 
the people's wil^ and beorase k infleBibly opposes 
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their sclieine;^^ that some of the radical newspapers' 
liave already-tiirned agatnat the Bkt, and ridieide itr 
for sticking to the ground of legality* It is reallj- 
absurd to hear the men of the revolution demanding' 
an authorised revolution: they mnat be well-amie 
that of themselrea ihqr are impotent^ that they could 
not muster five names among their whole party to 
form a prorisional government. But ihey meet tUa 
objection by replying diat, " the revolution will form 
characters of mark and importance^ and call forth 
men to assume the lead/' As if such rtara ctf hop^ 
if they diatedj would not already glimmer^ however 
feebly^ — as if a revolution w^ a new creation, and 
had not to count upon men already in existence ! 
^ The cry ia, Only cast the metal into the cruciUe, 
and let it melt : the form will be determined after- 
wards ! " So easily do such men adapt their reason- 
ing to their wilL The pleasure of strife is the sole 
predominant element. f'lght I iig^t I" is the cry, 
— leave the event, and all will come right in tb^ 
end/' 

f 

M 

The Diet is phiced in the difficult, two-sided poai^' 
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timwUckalwiqttfaQsto thelotof amedu^ apd 
yctit could not act otherwue than it does, to pre« 
Tent the whole political stracture falling to piecest 
The party of the revolution expects the Diet to give . 
it the stamp and the standard; such a standard 
there is^ which may be combined with legahty ; it is 
simply to be heart and soul Germans. But the Diet 
can only* command a full House by the presence 
of tiie Poles, and here again we observe the strange 
position of Austria. If the Diet were to raise the 
standard of German unity^ it would cease to be pro- 
perly an Austrian Diet ; and if all the present move* 
ment were openly declared to be a German one, in- 
dependent of the Slavie^Czechish interests^ the De- 
pnties from the non-Qerman provinces would have 
no further duty or sympathies to^ retain them at 
their posts, and there would remaiu only a small 
mmxmty, incompetent for any legislative acts* 

Hie revolution therefore to which Vienna is driven 
by the Court has to set up its own banner* A re- * 
pabUc, as the leaders of all parties admits can never 
be worked upon the flag. None of the newspapers 
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here — and they are certainly not backward in eit- 
pranii^ froely tbsir o|hiiioil Iiaa eraf pcwDOuimstf 

the word ±Le|»abliCy much less used it aa a war-ccy. 
The impobbibility of a republic being constituted in 
AiMtria ia acfawwledged by aUr 



A BSMBT 18 in cneidatiaD through ihe etty^ that 
Depnftiea Weldcer and Mode m inivtd front 

Eiankibrt^ in the capacity of Commissioners of the 
Empire. I hunted everywhae fiov Wdeker^ wishing 
to gifE Um my ohacrvatioiis on panng eventi^ aa* 
I conaider that my position hae ia sufficiently impar* 
tial to do this : but neither iu tlic Permanent Com- 
nttee of the Diet, nor ia tiie Municipal Cmi]ieil« 
nor elsewhere was anything known with certaialiy ol 
the airival o£ these Commissioners. In some (]^arterar 
it was said ihat diey had atartcd again jameCateif , 
wkhoathairiiyconimmticatcd with any one ofltfaaBy; 
*hiit this seems scarcely credible: it was necessacy 
te Hkem to aaeertain the actual state of affinra heic^ 
nprntbe apot^to be enabled to act aa mediators. 
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I again took a walk today outside the city with 
% tuauii who knowB ham kng this aaay be poip* 
mUn&i Or th& gkma herds of grey oxeu wm 
grazing : we aie at all events weH provided at pre* 
«iit, shoiild the city be aanoiinded, and supiilieB 
fiNtta without be cut A bliud man with an oigaiiy 
whom we met on the road, was presently surrounded 
by a group of people^ wbea we stepped to aik bim a 
Ssm ^pieitianBj and my ftieiid copied the begging 
petition which the poor man had hung out — it had 
aneh a tme-beavted tone* In every exclamatkm of 
the bystanders I noticed a kind^ goodi^iataied spiixL 
1 am struck by the fact tiiat the beggar children 
btere do not stick to one like burs^ as in North 
Germany and other parts. If a child of this dass ia 
aharpiy dismissed, he goes away> instead of persist* 
ing with a whining importunity. I have observed 
this several times. 

In the suburbs the oldf easy mode of life pre* 
veiled; we even saw people in a shop (juietly and 
bnafly patting into the lottery. 

A new ?Qhmteer recniit of the Garde Mobilcj witk 
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a nosegay stack in his cap^ came out of the tivcrti 
with a of wine; he would persist in makiBg IM 

taste it. Thou ^It not fancy that I .am poisoning 
thee," he exclaimed, as I pledged him. The iamSisr 
" thou^' is become very general of late : at the ad* 
vanced posts, around the watchfire^ and on the baa* 
tions, a fraternization takes place which could never 
have arisen in a time of peace. 

A soldier meeting a poor womanj gave her unasked 
a large loaf of bread which he had under his &im, 
saying, ''I have had enongh^ and shall soon get 
more— eat some.^' 

After sauntering about the streets for a long time, 
we were attracted by a great dram to a tent in the 
sqaare near the barracks. Here was a merry Q>ee» 
tacle : at one end of the tent a fiill band was play* 
ing waltzes and miUtary marches; huzzas and clap- 
ping of hands formed the accompanimoit. In the 
centre of the tent were tables covered with cloths^ 
on which flittered pots of beer; several men had 
writing materials before them, and nos^ays of aril-> 
£cial flowers. As soon as the music struck up, aa 
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jfqpm space was forraed on the leftj and the young 
Mm danced and capered^ shouted and sang togetherp 

with tho girls whom they caught up in the 
-jSmrounding eiick* A handsome fellow with led 
cheeks, next to me, was danemg all by lumself 

mi a narrow space: he was too hoarse to sing 
aloud^ but the l^rfolese Jodel was just audible on 
his lips« A lusty young fellow lifted in his arms 
one of his comrades who just.entered the circle^ and 
^ danced about with him in this way for a long time j 
. then dqxwiting him at length on the ground^ they 
clasped one another tightly and began a quiet Sty* 
. rian dance. " Come here, Italian/^ cried one of them 
•to a lad with dark hair and black eyes; ''canst 
4bou dance like a German 7 aud without waiting 
i'or an answer^ he rushed with him into the noiby 
eircle. 

Here then we are in a recruiting tent of the Garde 
JMLobile. The music now stopped. A spare-looking 
,^gure^ in a grey military cloak^ and a black-red-gold 
bandj with a student's cap on his head, beneath 

. whu:h peeped out a cunning-looking^ one-eyed visage^ 
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paced immd aad round the tent^ or rocked iumeif 
backwftrd and iorwirdy evidently to Aome air wlu^k 
he had in his head. Brandishing a sabre^ he eiL- 
dauned, ''Come cnl in«e ml a jolly life fhk«^ 
five-and-twenty krentzecs a day, and only enrolled £p!r . 
a month ! Whoever doesn^t like it, <cm leave it again. 
Come cm^ my boys ! a jolly life thia 1'^ Occasionalljr 
he made a lAop at aome lad who atood looikiBg 
flpQi^ and solicited him to enlist; or he would go 
up to a glrl^ and promifie to equip a raiment of 
petticoats : a general i«B|^ wi^ the raond of tbe - 
crowd* 

Seldom any one entered during the pauses, but as 
BOOH aa the band atrudc up, a crowd pveeaed up to 
the officers who aat writing at the table, and who 
properly speaking were not of^cers until they h ^ 
the necessary number of recruits. This martial 
musie and singiBg pvoduced aiieh a joyous effect, aa 
to leave httle room in the people^s minds for any 
aeiious oonsideratioa. A fellow who atood Bear me 
seemed to fed this : ''Well/' said he, ''aU won^iie 

killed at any rate, and die one must^ some day or 

i 

I 

I 
1 
» 
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other whereupon he went up to the table^ told his 
name into the ear of the officer, who could hardly 
hear him for the noise : the latter wrote the name 
dn a printed card, stuck thin on the man^s out- 
atretehed cap, together with a nosegay^ and then 
shook hands with the recniiti who instantly darted 
off at a bound into t)ie circle of dancers. There he 
was welcomed with a hnsza, and first one and then 
another danced a round with him* More and more 
kept continually coming in, and on each arrival the 
shouting was renewed. During tlie pauses the odc- 
eyed corporal (who, I heard, was a grenadier de- 
serter) went his round again. Whenever an ex- 
tiaordiiiary time occurs, corresponding characters 
spring up : the hero alone, for whom all are eagmrly 
looking, does not make his appearance ; this episode 
in the world^s history is enacted without a iicro. 

Every time a new recroit received a nosegay, a 
number of others came up, and wanted one also. 
They were told that they had already been enlisted 
and taken the oath, and that it was no longer 
proper for them to wear the badge; but thqr 
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begged and prayed so hard^ just like children^ that 
it was impossible to refiue fhem; and b mmm 
coming up just then> with a basket of nosegaja 
tinseled witli gold-leaf for sale, almost evexy one 
got Ins deooratioir. I observed one man paying 
for another^ who had not money enough* Men 
ever remain children, in raptures with a plaything, 
whilst they risk llieir lives willLoiit thouglit or caie* 
The Garde Mobile is to be retained in future aa a 
eounterpoise to the old military systenii a sort of 
parliamentary army, sudi as has been proposed by 
Tenedqr for the Diet at Frankfort 

In the evening I went to the Diet, One looks 
round with a painful feeling at the opening of a 
sitting, with trembling apprehension, to see whedi^ 
the necessary number of members are present: 
it is grievous that this depends on a few indi* 
idduab* The sittmg today had to be broken up 
' from the thin attendance^ but at a later hour the full 
number were present. 

A protest is placarded aboirt the streets, in siip 
awer to the insinuations of Messenhauser that the 
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fimigahans will only answer to the sumiuous of 
Iks I^al aiilhinily* There is no legal authority that 
am summoki them, and thus declare war against the 
JSmpmr. This behaviour of the Hungarians is re- 
volting and miserable : every d&y it m said that they 
mme, andtliey do not eome; they are in advance of, 
&uck» behind JBruck, on the ^ontier, over the iron^ 
tier — notliiiig more can be said*. 

Oeiobm^ftOtlL 
At last it is said that the Hungarians are for certain 
advancing. Meanwhile we learn officially in the Diet 
tiiat the supply of provisions is eat ofl Schuselka 
eoqilams how irreconcilable this is with the acknow* 
ledgment which the Emperor has expressed to the 
Diety and how order and security are forcibly dfr- 
stioyed. Feodorowich and Lohncor speak enei^peticaUy 
concerning this state of siege. The Municipal Council 
has seat a dsfratation on the subject to the Emperofj 
and anodier to the Diet at f rankforty to support its 
request. Who has given the command tor this siege, 
and why ? 

* [See AppendbL C» at the end of this voliiiiie.«->TBAMSL.] 
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* There is a talk of a harsh manifesto from the Em- 
peror, wUcIi 18 posted up in the camp^ but is noC 
meant to appear in the city« 

I am now almost daily in the reporters' box^ and 
w31 briefly state the impressions made upon me. 

In North Gendany most of the leaders of the 

pubhc Press have jumped from abstract philosophy 

into the politics of the day, and, as a natural conse* 

qnence of such a leap^ are left tottering and without 

» 

any hrm footing. Here, on the other hand, the 
leaders of tiic Tress iiave mostly passed over from 
the arena of theatrical eritieism into the afiUm 
of the political world; hence arises a theatrical 
pathos, the airs of a chorus-singer, who has only to 
sing with others in the general dioms, and considers 
himsdf a degraded solo-singer. The airs these men 
assume are disgusting, — all this overwrought colour- 
ing, this wringing of the hands, this idle flum- 
mery. Most of the articles that appear in the radical 
journals, particularly m the Constitution/' are 
mere bombastic toasts put into writing, and winding 
up with three cheers for magnanimous Vienna, voM 
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90 forth. A9 to any statesmanlike view of affairs, 
Ibrmative power^ there is nowhere a trace of this. 

Courage^, mere courage, is put forward as the 
sufficient substitute /or political power ; but what ia 
oourage without talent? it can fight, it can excite 
tom'a passions, but it can give no impress to human 
^iety« Courage and cultivation are the two most 
powexfiil, the sole levers for the reoonstnietioii of 
the. world: unfortunately they are rarely united^ 
X% is far more possible to associate cultivation, re^ 
flection and insight, with pre-existing courage, than 
to engraft courage upon cultivation : here are men 
who Jknow aU, who are acquainted with everything^ 
but who want the holy spark of enthusiasm. In 
Vienna, above all, it is necessary to consider how 
cultivation and sound views may be instilled into 
the minds of this unquestionably courageous and 
resolute people, — a people so confiding, and so open 
to receive instruction. 

He who means houestly to the cause of the people 
imd of liberty, whose attention to die people's claims 
* n not a mere momentary alms thrown to the needy^ 
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tfluht he tbe next moment abandcmi fl»m to Unfit 
&tey should reflect that the people mint lenn not 

merely to extol his magnanimityj but to listen to 
hitter troth. Hie lessoii most be mcofatei intD 
people's minds, that iriule the jBnit dnng is to esta« 

blish political and social relations on an eq;aitable 

• 

and honourable basis, this is not all, and that 
every individiial must reform and leetify Us own 
character and conduct. The greater power popoh 
larity coiiieis upon a man, tlie more boimden is 
it his duty to denomiee the evila and prejudieei 
that exist in mind and habit, undeterred by any 
iSar of the gallery. Apart even from the necea- 
sity cS this eondoet in a moral point of vieir^* 
it is politically indispensable, unlesa eveiy aa^ 
ceeding organization is to wear the aspect of re- 
action. 

I am well aware that the general who ridee at Ike 

head of his troops to battle, is not in a positiott to 
preach sermons of admonition and reproof : he praises 
their str^gth and courage. Hie people niiuit raaiii- 

tain their defensive attitude against their still un* 
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miqiiered caemictt; but thm are peaceful pauies 
mum, luUft amid the stona^ when we must study to 
give an impulse to the task of internal reform like* 
viae. I will only mention one fact in illustration of 
wlwt I Mgr. At a xeoent eketira of the Munieipal 
CoonciV this city^ which contains nearly half a mil- 
fimn iababitants, returned only from 4000 to 5000 
votesj and the composition of the Council^ with the 
ezcqption of some men of talent like Stifft, was 
pitiable. I am told by men of veiacityj that at tlie 
deetkm «f the cooatitaents, upon a second and even 
a third ballot being demanded, it often happened 
that as many as 500 voted the iiist time, who after^ 
w«da. dwindled down to 50. This unpardonable 
indifference in the election of the Municipal Cound], 
an a&ur of such intimate concern to the citizens, 
ought to have called forth warning and reproof in 
aBy Press that had really the interests of the people 
at heart; it ought again and again to have been 
impressed upon the people of Vienna that they had 
Intgotten the dictates of their duty in neglecting the 
ficee right of election. The truth must be early in- 
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culcated and daily repeatedj that a people's liberty 

is not to be established amid the noisy huzzas ot 
popular assemblies^ in animated personalities of de* 
bate^ and the like; but that the senriee whieh the 
cause of liberty demands is patient and unremittingi 
one of arduous and uninviting toil : this alone it ia 
that can secnre to ns the rights which we have won 
amidst the storm. 

Notwithstaudiug the fact I have just mentioned, 
there is no trace here of the enervation which has 
elsewhere even seized upon the lower classes ; bat the 
leaders themselves rather run into the other extreme 
of incessant exaltation. 

The '^Proletariat/' — ^which is here for the first 
time officially designated by this name in the ad* 
dresses of the generals, ete.~is yet very far from 
reaching the point whidi many pessunists desir^ to 
enable them to carry out their theory of deliverance. 
That artificial Imc of demarcation, which has else- 
where been drawn by force, and has separated men 
under the designations of burghers and people, is aa • 
yet unknown here. 
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It may perhaps be a South-Oennan view of things^ 
Imt I believe there is some truth in the remarki that 
a wide difference exists between the proletariat of 
the Souths who drink ihdr wine and beer, and 
|]ie diam-drinking class met with in the North- 
that they are not to be compared. The scenes so 
tiibm witnessed in the towns of North Gennany, 
of disgusting drunkenness and brawling^ are no* 
where seen here* This dram-drinking is a pest of 
society, and yet the people are innoeent of the 
suieidal haUt: under the old negative syston tiie 
State did nothing for the sound and healthy man, 
and the diam had to supply the want of clothing, 
wanudi and sustenanee. The new, positive system 
will therefore have to give its chief attention to the 
supply of whole£>ome and cheap diet : this is better 
tlian any aoeialist theories* 

I have inquired again and again among people of all 
dass^j and am told that the domestic penury which 
is fiwnd in countries where this dram-drinUng vice 
caaati^ is not met withhere. The people, with their 
true-hearted, open character, and cheerful humour. 
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require merdy that the State should do its du^ in 
supplying good mental as well as physical alimeiitj 
to save tbem itom this degrading oondiiioii* Sverjr 
oi^portuxuty I have had of studying the character q£ 
the people — ou the bastions^ on the barricades, and 
ill the naAmoB gnmpt-^^lMa inspired me widi fiesh 
attachment to tham. In a genend way it may be 
said of the Viennese^ that they possess far more 
politieal temperament than political cluaneter; aal 
lor this very reason their temperamoit reqoirea, in* 
atead of being continually irritated and indamed, to 
be wrought into a firm and aetiled eharaeter. Thegr 
are nataraUy very exciiablei and when roused are 
lea^ to run all risks. If treated according to 
tbeir nataral humour^ if an appeal is made to their 
aAtaehment and d6?oti(m, they meet this witii ready 
conidence. Nothing could excite this peq^Ws paa- 
sion more thau the perhdy of Latour. Had he said 
openly^ We must go to war with the Hungariaii8»^ 
they would probably have cared littk for the matter; 
but to persist in declariDg that he knew nothing of 
Jcllachichj and wished tot havecofliing to do with himj 
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even up to ike last moment^ when the correspond- 
a» was intereept^ and then to aoidaway Genua 

troops— 4luB conduct roused the deepest iTi^i^tytiftn 
and disgust in people^ s minds. Tliis feeling it was 
fliat raised tiie axe yfhicli daidied out Latonr's brams;, 
and twisted the swordbelt round his neck. . There is 
now but one general feeling of indignation against 
ftose lAo sDiiDiuid tlie Bmperar (for it hardly ex- 
tends to the EmpenMT himself)^ at their pa^bk 
att^n^ts to goad Vienna into a rebellion^ in order^ 
tlien to eSwt its Oferthrow. 

October . 

Tarn tUrd quiet Sunday^ yet amidst so muck dis- 
qviet i Tke Commiaawmears of the finqnie kaeve not 

^et made their i^pearance, and are said to be at 
present at OUmiita; bat knteadi an address ftom 
them> ''in the name of the Regent of Germany/' is 
stuck up at all the corners of the streets. The Com* 
missioners designate their " embassy as a mission of 
peace and reooneOiation/' They eshort the VieDnese 
to exchange the sanguinary strife of battle^ be&ce 
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the flame extends ftordier, for peaceful negotiM 
tion;'^ and they offer their mediation to effect thin 
object. As if the negotiations hitherto had not beeoi 
of the most peaceful efaaraeter! The manifeeto ct- 
the Emperori which had been talked of^ came ta, 
lij^t today: it speaks of nothing but the horrors 
that have transpired in yienna, and proclaims lliat 
Frince Windiachgrats had received wwliiinii:^ author 
rity and the supreme command of ail the troops, 
excepting the Italian onesy with orders to mareh 
upon Vienna^ ''the seat of the inaurrection/' Tkm 
Manifesto bears date the 16th of October — the very^ 
same day on wMeh the Emperor expressed to the 
JD^^utaiton /rem the IHet hu '^/uU oeknowle^^meM^ 
for their st^ppression of anarchy. Honest policy this | 
Only the milder manifeato of the 19f]iifas sent here 
ofiiciallyf but the othor iras also placarded in the 
streets. 

The address of the Commisaiotters of the Empire 
condndes thus:— Long live Austria^ and her glo* 
rious Imperial House I Long live Vienna 1 May Au,<* 
stzla andTienna, wiili all speed and increasingly^ con* 
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hine prosperity and a cheerful enjoyment of life^ like 
Aft fi^ Britofns and thdr floiiriahiiig metropolis^ with 
MB bat legal conatitutioiial liberty^ guided and go- 
verned with mature and manly, discretion V* There 
is something almost ludicrous in this professorial 
idlurion to the free Britons^'' in the midst of such 
a general storm of indignant passion. Still the 
people place great hopes— nay almost their only hope 
••—on tiie mediation of the Commission of the Em* 
pire. The Commissioners are said to be at Ollmiitz, 
and they must now come to Yienna, to convince 
diemsebres on the spot of the real position of a&irs; 
for it is reported that^ whilst on their journey^ they 
allowed tlicmselves to be imposed upon by many 
slor^ told them by fagitives of the monied classes. 

The people are hard at work, clearing away the 
barricades ; similar ones arc erecting in the fau- 
bourgs with military skill; but the general opinion is 
Ant there will be no %bting in the streets of the city 
itself J and that the troops, wlio at present euuiiue tlieir 
eq^eraiions to artillery^ profiting by the experience of 
last summer, will not engage in such a conflict* 
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Chancb led me again to the Anh today. Oa niy 
retom from dimieri I met in the aqoare of St» 

Stephen a body of armed men^ conductmg a pri- 
aoner* There was a general endamation among the 
bystanders of ^'A spy I a spyP^ The man was 
deadly pale; he cast his eyes on the ground^ and 
from time to time kxAoed up and aroond, as if to 
aedL help. Who csn distinguish whether this is the 
look of a guilty person^ or the indication of a £ree 
oonseienee? Fear always wears the same expression. 
Some of the bystanders exclaimed wildly^ ^'Hang 
himl hang hun!^^ and the poor fellow got many 
a hard blow. I interfered^ and being taken for 
a student obtained 'a l^aring^ and sooeeeded in 
making the mob understand that no one onght 
to be punished before conviction ; and nioieovei tiiat 
if this man was a spy^ some information might be 
obtained from him> which would be frustrated by 
their kiUiug him outright. This had an effect. I 
walked by the side of the prisoner, who looked at 
me with a glassy stare^ mattering to himself oeei^ 
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aionallyj "I know iiotliing/' A stout burgher, in 
A« wnform of the NstkHial Guards wlio walked by 
our side, kq>t clenching his fiat and exclaiming that 
he would strike the fellow dead. 

We airived with the pijaoner at the Unmnity* 
Upon examination it waa fonnd, that he had im* 
doobtedly endeavoured in a auspicious manner to 
paaa the line by a by-path. He waatheaenrantof a 
gpldamith in the city, and waa bearing a letter itom 
his master to kis wife, desiring her to send him a 
laa^ atoie of food, as a siege was expected. Besida 
this letter the man had a quantity of the newtpi^en 
and placards that had appeared durmg the last two 
days. He ms foond innocent, and was i(dced to 
stay there tot a little while, and then to go quietly 
home. He admitted that I was right, and that the 
people were hardly to be blamed for their snspicioQ 
aadinitability; but when the consequences fall npon 
an mdividual, it is hard to find consolation in sndi 
an excuiie. ^ 

I again attended the sitting of the Committee; 
the demeanour of the students inspires me with in* 
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^reaaing admiration* To aee mea bo youngv giftid 
mth soeh power and eaergj, yet withal carefolljr 

avoiding all excess^ proves a healthy mind. Still 
I do not ahare the opinion of many persons, ibat 
eminait statesmanlike abilities are likely to be de« 
veloped in this Committee. It is one thing to be 
able in the midst of a revolntion to stop short within 
certain self-preseribed limits, but another to have the 
ability to settle on a fii*m basis the government of 
a State. The very power which these young wm 
now exert, almost without control, may prove an ob- 
stacle to the future establishment of lawful govern- 
ment ; and men who have once possessed such an 
amount of freedom, will with difficulty accustom 
themselves to those restraints wiiick are neces- 
sarily imposed upon liberty to maintain order in a 
State. 

On leaving the Committee, I met in the courtyard 
the National Guard who had been so infuriated 
against the prisoner. As we walked along, I tried 
to explain to him how wrong he had been: he 
answered, ''Tou are right, quite right; but I am 
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uaturally so hasty; I don't know what to do with 
myiwif I am a Aoeauket, and earn a good livings 
mtk an excellent wife and lour children; but let 
Ifaem all go to wrack and ruin — I'm ready to 
dfey— only veiigeaiiee on the Empeior and the Ga« 
SMciUa, who want to i Is a whide city 

to be rained on account of one man V The &Uow 
ireiit on eyehannipg in this wild jnanner* and efsn 
atitt more violentfy: the Archduchess Sophia came 
in fur a sliower q£ choice epithets. Here again I 
noticed the flame that was kindled in the peofde's 
minds* 

The foliowmg is an article on the evening sitting 
af the Pie^ wUdi I wrofe immediately after it^ and 
wUdi ai^Kared in the Anstrian Uoyd, edited at 
that time by Bodenstedt. 

The sitting today has been the eUmax of oar fever- 
iak md painfnl state, whEidi has now continued for 
nearly three weeks. The imperial Diet, standing 
upon the £rm ground of the law^ has been compelled, 

the kw lAmM, to deelaie the measures of Prince 
Windiadi&gnti illegal, and it has done so. 
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FobEc excstement has dormg the last few dq^t 
been bo atrahied, tbat it can hardly any longer 

said this Sunday ta have reached its highest pitch; 
and yet Prince Windiachgrilts has now for die first 
tune fired his paper shells into, the city* Chnnqia 
collected at the corners of the streets^ eagerly ciis- 
enssing a manifesto whieh had been placarded by 
some unknown person, but which the police had 
torn down by order of the magistrates. It was 
scarcely possible to credit the contents of thia doen*. 
ment, until th^ were confirmed in the Diet. 

The meeting of the Diet was announced for four 
o'clock. The Deputies arrived. The Ftesident de- 
clared the sitting opened, more than the neeeasary 
number of members being present. A great excite* 
ment was now visible in the galleriesj when the 
general and anxious apprehension waa removed leal 
the Diet should be discouraged and not persevere* 
The Hall itself presented a calm and determined 
aspect. The President in his introductory address 
pointed out with his usual snnplicity, candour and 
distinctness, the critical importance of the moment^ 



Dig'itized by 



PEIKCB ?nNDlSCH0BAT8. . 147 

mnd ike neeesnty of maintaining an attitude of 
Htm and manly ooiun^. 

When he called up the speaker who had to read the 
report^ an intense excitement seized upon the whole 
Aaaembly; calk of ailenoe rose on every side, and 
aU sat hst^g intenUy, to catch every syllable of 
what was about to be communicated. Schuselka, 
who ihroaghoat these eventful days maintains a 
eafan and noble firmness^ now announced to the 
Piet that Prince Windischgratz had sent the fol* 
lowing manifesto to (ke Municipal Council, chai g- 
ing ihem with the req[K)n8ibiUty of giving it pub- 
licity. 

Commissioned by his Majesty the Emperor, and 
charged with full powers to put an end at once to 

the present state of anarchy, I reckon on the sincere 
and vigorous co-operation of all the well-disposed 
inhabitants. 

Inhabitants of Vienna I your dty has been 
stained by deeds of atrocity, wliich fill the breast of 
every honest man wiih horror. It imains still, at 
Una moment, in the power of a small but audacious 

l2 
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fMstkm, uliich hesitates not to comiiiit vaj aAioeifejr. 

Your lives, your property, are abandoned to the aifai* 
trai*y power of a liaiiiful of crimiiiak. Take courage ! 
Obey the edl of duty and reason. Yon ahatt fiai 
that I possess the will and the power to firee yo« 
from this thraldom, and to re-establi&b peaoa and 

With a view to attain this objeet, the ady, the 
suburbs, and the surrounclmg country are hereby 
deehired to be in a state of siege ; the eivil Bi^gi»' 
traey is placed under uilitaify antfaority, ssid martisl 

law is decreed against all who transgress my comr 
mands. 

^^AU the weD-disposed inhabitants may xemain 

tranquil. It will be the object of my espedal eace 
to protect the safety of person and property. But, 
on the oQier hand, the fall seferity of martial hw 
will £aU upon the re&actory. , 

" Prince of Windisch-Gratz, 

Bdd Maiahab'^ 

Lnndeaibnzg, Oet. 20th, 

The impression which the reading of this docn^ 
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meat produced was not to be^mistakeiu Schuselka 
fA«rred^ that ibe Mmiiciptl Couiual had not made 
{hia manifeato pubUc, but bad banded it over to 
tbe Permanent CommisskMi. Thereupon the Fi- 
nance Ministar^ Krans, immediately sent the Em- 
penpr^i manifeato of October IQth^ together with 
the address of the Commissioners of the Empire^ 
Welcker and Moale, by a courier to Prince Windisch- 
giiki; it being natoval to eondnde that the Ptinoe 
was ignorant of those documents, especially the 
iirstj since they were in direct contradiction to his 
thieatened measorea. Tbia jiroceeding of the Mi^ 
niatery the qieaker observed, might be appsovedj and 
there was ground to hope that it might possibly 
Iffodnce some effect. No reliance however coald be 
phoed upon it, and the dutiea imposed on the Diet 
required more. 

In a calm and imfNressive exposition Schnsdlca 
{nmeeded to show that, although the nations of 
Austria possessed as yet no constitution on paper, 
the State was nevertheless both de jwre and de 
fmh a constitutional one, and that therefore all 
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public measures must be restricted withiu constitu- 
tional limitsi — a principle which imperatively anil 
inflexibly prescribes that soch measures can alone 
emanate from constitutional authorities. A state of 
siege and martial law are the last measures to be 
resorted to for the restoration of order, — ^measures 
which may not be adopted until all other means have 
been exhausted. Such is by no means the case in &e 
present instance : the state of si^ could not hw- 
fully be resorted to, whilst the people through their 
representatives aie met in deliberation on the esta- 
blishment of their constitution : the Diet alone has 
the power, as in l^aris, to decree a state of siege, 
for its own protection. Force must be opposed by 
the arm of the Law, and the Permanent Com* 
mittee therefore proposes to the Diet the following 
decree : — 

^'Whereas, the maintenance of peace and order, 
when really endangered, rests solely with the consti«> 
tutioual authorities ; and the military power cannot 
interfere unless at their request : 

" Whereas, according to the repeated dedaratioii 
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of the Diet and the Mimicipal Coimcil, the present 
Wsiteiiient in Vienna is kept up solely by the threat- 

eniog presence of masses o£ troops : 

Mfhereas, lastly^ the Imperial Manifesto of the 
19th of this month gnaranteed anew the full main- 
tenance of all the liberties hitherto obtained^ and 
in an especial manner the free deliberation of the 
Diet: 

'^The Diet declares the measures threatened by 
Fieldmarshal Prince Windischgratz, of proclainiiug 
a state of siege and martial law, to be illegals 

This decree is to be immediately communicated 
hj cornier to the Minister Wc^^scuberg and to Field- 
marshal Prince Windisehgratz. 
" QiYea by the Constituent Diet. 

FsANZ Smolka^ President. 
Cakl Wisse, Oxbispach, Secretaries.^' 
When the word illegal was pronounced, the 
feeling in the Assembly and the galleries could no 
longer be restrained. Loud applause resounded 
through the building : this was the moment when 
the moral force of the people legally and constitu- 
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tkmaUy took iU stand upon tlie giAmnd of its inde» 

feasible xi^t, isx opposition to violenee* 

After the decree proposed by the Committee bad 
been read, the Fresideat demanded whetto any one * 
desired to address the Assembly, f'or some minutes 
a breatbless silence reigned in the Hall ; all present 
appeared spdl-boimd by tbe general feeling mani- 
fested—as if by one individual— and to b^ witUieU 
from interruptmg this by any individual sign of 
approbation* 

'At length Lohner rose, visiUy afibcted by tbe 

unsuccessful efforts of his late missicm, and by the 
importance of this hour, so pregnant wiA amioiis 
expectation. He said that he had nothing to add-to 
the motives and proposition of the Permanent Com* 
mittee. ''This is no time,'' he continued^ '^for 
sensitivenesBj for serutiniabg whether a due .nm» 
sm*e of respect is paid to persons. The Commis* 
sioners of the Empire, instead of coming to Vienna 
and addressing themselves direet to this Asseml^j 
are gone to OUmiits; nevertheless, be it remem- 
bered tliat the cause of our common country is at 
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stake; a German citj is threatened with Hie utmost 
wBmkf, — this is a blovr to Germany at lai^ Let* 
elaoae ikm&ace be added to the decree, to the effiaei 
that the latter be transmitted to OUmiitz^ and com* 
municated to the Commianenem of the Bmpire/* 

Nadler moved the addition^ fliat the Gonunis* 
aionerB should be invited to come to Yienna, in order 
to conTince themselves that there exists no §narchy. 

Sefanadka SDjyported Lohner'a propoaition, mth 
the px)visOj that this decree should be communicated 
to the Commissioners by tlic President, wbom alone 
llifly had hitherto addressed; to this Ltffaner eon^ 
sented. Borrosch opposed the invitation to the 
Commissioners^ as they had avoided Vienna; but 
the proposition of the Ccmmiittee was eairied by a 
large nu^onty^ there being only about three dissen* 
tients. 

The queatim now is^if indeed there can be any 
qneatira^Will any one dare to carry into executioii 
a measure which the Diet has^ almost with one voice, 
dedared to be tZb^nIf 

ISie great tide of afidn is swept along by a 
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deep and irmiBtible impulse : aets acquire of tb^nfe 
selves a power independent of the actors; nueasarssi 

have emanated horn, or been taken up by^ the Peo^ 
ple^ by the Court, by fhe Diet, whidi cany widt 
them the crime and its p^ially* 

A fraction of the People rendered the 6th of Oc* 
tober memorable by a deed which, unforeseen as it 
wa% is and must remain isolated, ^e peojde took 
up arms, as if to avert the consequences of their 
own deed. A city takes upon itself the conse* 
quences of an act, which it did not commit, and t6 
which the majority of its inhabitants were entirely 
opposed. 

The Enq>eror, who was at first inclined to reeon^ 
ciliation, allows himself to be seduced into ^ht^ and 
arms himself with obstinacy; he incius the guilt, 
first of irresoluteness, and then of an abandonment 
of his duty ; he leaves his post a second time. 

The Diet takes upon itself the consequences of a 
deed whidi it abhofs. In order to prevent tihe 
further spread of revolt, it demands a general mt^ 
nesty, and the formation of a new Ministry. Tba 



Digrtized by Google 



THB UIVSBOB AND THE DIBT. 1£6 

obnoadooB Ministry is orertlirowii^ not however 
ii^^ hgd manner by the Diet, but by the ev^ts 

that transpire in the streets. The Diet assents, and 
tine becmnes tied to a responsibility^ which all 
its great and disinterested effcvfe are inctq^le of 
throwing off. 

Wliat wiil be the penalty which each of these 
three parties will have to pay ? 

All these events seem to be overruled by a law of 
necessity, until they terminate in a lamentable con- 
flieti which, in spite of every effort to ward off the ^ 
eonseqaences, espedally on the part of the people^ 
comes and levels everything before it. At the same 
time we may learn to understand the workings of 
individual life, by the side -of great historical occur- 
rences. If any one could, so to say, maintain a 
general, telescopic survey of events, and at the same 
time regsrd them in detail with a microscopical 
glance, he would be the person to give a true and 
living picture of history; but these i acuities appear 
td ke incompatible. It is the same in the events of 
pnUiclife as in science; those who pursue any study 
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iadetiflf tddomeoinetOTCguditmito aspect, 
wUbt xom of compsAenm^ views aie fiequ^ 
dcficiexit in insisrht into narticiilars* 

On mj wajr lunnft I obaemd a boy^ sefen or 
oght yean ol^ ntthig under a gas-kmp at tka 
comer of tlie GoldschmidgasBej with a large bundk 
of newspapers on bis knee; instead of crying his 
goods for sale, be sat iJiese poring ofer die contents 
of tlie last number of tke Badical^^^ pointing with 
bis finger to the words as be slowly read tbem'balf 
akmd to bimaeif • His mother csme np^ and aeoUed 
the boy for readingi instead of sellmg the papei% until 
I silenced liei by purchasing some. 

« 

October 2Zrd. 

Symptoms of a siege meet us even at the breakfast- 
taUe, — nomilk^ and still worse none of the excellent 
cream* Thonsandsj who the whole year long never 
give a thought to it^ will now feel the dependence of 
the city on the country around. A fdlow of dry 
humour observed, that the Emperor and Windiaehn 
gratz had become aware that Viennese labertjf has 

■ * 
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tMfthy and that for this r^fftson sibe is now weaned 
tfom Ike milk. Daily experienee wbxmn, tkat when 
thinga go wioiig, w6 often beoome nncQiiBCMyiialj 
ironical at our own expense; this is the fint effixrt 
to riae efkor a ftlL The fidbw I apeak of had a 
psftieiibr paanon ftr Aa noble ^^C^ein/' as the 
IS here called. 
It seems as if we Bhall be completely cut off 
firam all knowledge of the world abroad; for aevml 
dajs we have been without either letters or news- 
papci's. On our walk however we heard some im- 
pofiant news. Anatm appeara to be appioaehiiq; 
her disaolntion : it ia said that the Tjrol haa deefaoed 
itself an integral part of the German Empire : others 
aay that it has hoisted the Une-and-white ataodavd 
and joined Bavaria. Some peopk rejoice at this 
newsj — others look doubtful. It seems to be the 
opinion of nttny that Anafeiia must fall to pieces^ as 
the ahorteat path to the overthrow ot the Synaafy, 
and as the only means to dS&ct the real incorp<»ati0n 
ol Gei'xaan Aujatria with GcriLLany. Those persons 

iMiwevef iihoxeaaon in thift manner are addom naliYe 
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Austrians. There is a strong and general inclina* 
tion in the public mind^ in hannony with the 
mands of able statesmen^ to discover some special 
and exceptional arrangement for the union of the 
coIlectiTe States of Austria with Germany. Is 
difficulty of solving this problem any proof that it ia 
> impossible ? 

In the Diet we hear that a proclamation of the 
Committee of the Tyrolese Landtag lepments the 
Imperial Diet at Vienna as being under the influence 
of anarchy and terrorism^ tiiat the republican party 
in Vienna have the uppest hand, and that in oonae* 
quence the Landtag of the Tyrol is opened. The 1 
Diet protests against this measure. The law for the 
protection of the Deputies^ which was in the stand- 
ing orders of the day> has been rejected, after a 
debate. 

The greatest excitement prevails in the city. Many 
persons^ who before would not hear of the Central 

Power^ now place their last hope upon the Gommis- 
sioners of the Empire. I have always had a high 
opinion of Wdcker, as a man of a devoted andnobk 
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l^ind ; he has it now in bis power to accomplish a 
f0imk pnrpoae, to engage the deepest sympathiea of 
Gienaan Au&tiia for the cauae of German Unity: 
l>^t he must come here, tp Vieuua, and not suffer 
himself to be imposed vpon by the lies that are pro* 
pagated abroad. If the Central Power now steps in^ 
as a mediator, it will gain an overwhelming force« 
Nevertheless — and this is the lamentable conse- 
qnenoe we have reaped from long separation — ^the 
very entry of German imperial troops, Bavarians or 
Finissians^ would create everywhere an inexplicable 
excitement. So divided and split up is Germany: 
there are few who can and will attain clearer views ; 
but the Central Power most at all events come 
forward in the face of Germany with all the energy 
of its moral influence. If Welcker only comes 
Lere^ and promises this mediation, all men will torn 
eagerly toward Germany, since all axe amdoas for a 
peaceable settiement, with the exception only of a 
few madmen who want ^strife and war at all hazards. 
For a city in which the Imperial Diet is actually 
sittings whose acts are acknowledged and spoken of 
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Willi pKiiiei to be at the flame tune shut up and bo- 

91)^^ is an uiiheard*o£ outrage. 

Unkfls the eity xeeeiye eweeours bm viiihoii^ ill 
penoDB the best able to judge asaert that it euuMt 

bold out long. 

In the afternoon I took a walk to the Boeaaa 
aubuib^ to see the effects of the first shell which 
had been thrown into the city. I was accom- 
panied by one of the Academic Legion^ whom aU 
aaluted with great pahtenessy — so high is the esti- 
mation in which this body is held. In the Thury 
andboxbj dose to the house whidi was the first one 
builty by a man named Thniy^ after the war with the 
Turks, the ball had entered the roof. Women and 
children were everywhere standing in firont of the 
houses. Although this quarter is said to be inhabited 
by the lowest classes, I did not observe that ragged 
appearance in their dress which is seen in other 
cities. Anxiety and terror were depicted on the 
faces of all: how many amongst these people were 
in aQ probability ignorant of the real cause of Urn 
war! 
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SHiots were oonliiiiuilly &ed at the outposts* We 
nMNUited up on a high scaffolding in a timber-yard| 

from whence we could quite overlook some positions 
and movements of the ^lemy; but scarcely had we 
fixed our telescope upon a certain pointy when the 
firing began anew; it was answered from beueatk 
us, and on our high platform we pre^ieiitcd au ex- 
cellent mark for the enmy; we had no desire to 
retain this position long. The enemy^s cannon now 
thundered, with discharges of musketry from both 
sides, and as we returned to the suburb the gMrak 
was beaten and the alarm-bells rung. Armed men 
came out of every house, but these alarms had 
become so frequent, day after day, fliat the people 
seemed to be in no great haste to answer the sum- 
mons. At one corner of the street, which was a 
rendezvous for a troop of the National Guaids, I saw 
them quanelling amongst themselves. A feeling of 
bitterness and strife with the world at large engen- 
ders a corresponding spirit at home, and men easily 
fin to bickering with their neighbours, who sufier 
fiNMu the same causes as ihemselvest 
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In the dtjr aotliuig was to be eeca of all tbst me 

going on in the suburba, £yery one went his W9f 

quictly, tliat is to say, as far as circuinstaiices would 

flUow. A placard stoek up al the eoniera of Hm 
streets leminded us that a public meeting in the 
Aula had been convened by the students for this 
hoar: Bobert Blum was to attend mi apeak. -We 
went to the Aula: as we mitered, Blum was in the 
middle of his speech ; the hall was not very f ull^ and 
there were no symptoms in the Assembly of that 
aerioua and solenm elevation of feeling wUdi a 
forcible address, spok^from the heart and speaking 
to the hearty excites in an audience. Instead of 
hemg absorbed and riveted to the spot by what 
ihey heard, the people were sauntering up and down 
at the end of tkc hail. But what indeed remained to 
be said^ when the flames of war biased up on every 
aide? What power have words to kindle the ardovr 
more ? I am sorry that Bobert Blum allows him- 
self to be made a tool of by sudi men, who parade 
his intimaey, and to see him demean himself by 
showing off to the Viennese his powera of ocatmy. 
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Jb tltis speech nunreoyer there was nothing that dia- 
fiqpiBd the nsfleetion of an impaaaioned enihiudaiii. 

With hia well-known facility of ezpresaion, and hia 
quiet mastery over leiigtliy ^eriods^ he exposed the 
old canmea of die Court party^ only gently intimating \ 
the necesai t y of exciting a terronam againat internal 
ioe«^ but leaving Ins hearers to decide whether Uieae 
mternal &ea Wiere peraons^ or the impolaea oi ihcar \ 
ownhearta. The addreaa waa receiyed with repeated | 
hurrahs^at every powerful expression and clever turn of 
i^peedi. Tbe measured^ pulpit-toned atrings of wordsj 
wbkh dropped off like beada en a roaaiy^ allowed 1 
pauses for the hurrahs without causing interruption ; ' 
after each burst ot applause the speaker quietly con- 
tinned. Eyexy minute he aeemed to be coming to 
the Gndf — ^now — ^and now-'-there must be a close > 
but no, tlicrc was always sometiimg more to follow ; 
in conehiaioa he ezborted the people to courageoiia 
peraeyeranee^ adding that he and his companiona 
were ready with them to conquer or fall. 

A atudent nert mounted the platform, and pro* 
poaed a Vioat for Blum, the fxankfort Left, and the 

m2 
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Qennaa Fatherland; and thift the meeting endedi 
On their way home the people crowded around E07 
bert Blum^ who had the Calabrian hat with waving 
feathers <m hia head and a sword at his side* Some 
pressed up to him> and seised him by the arm; Blnm 
however did not appear to be at his ease in such a 
crowd ; he is too clever^ and too old a stager in poli- 
tics^ not to see at onoe that these are not men who 
can lead the people, far less still govern them, 

October 24^L 

It is truly melancholy to think that German Austria 
is lost to Germ^y^ and this mainly through the Com- 
missioners of the Empire. An address from thm 
to the President of the Diet, dated Krems, Oc- 
tober 21st, has been placarded in the streets today. 
The Commissioners say: ''After receiving informa- 
tion in Lins and on our journey hither, from the 
accounts of the authorities and persons of station, of 
the state of affairs at Olhniitz and Vienna," — they 
repaired to the Emperor, and now call upon die 
people, until theur arrival, to avoid " any armed ooiU 
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lisions/^ Every one here knows too well that the 
ttOBt mfSBonoiis lies are qpread abroad respecting 
Tienna. The Ck)inim88ioiier8 ought therefore to 
have examined the state of affairs here, in order to 
have represented this to the Emperor, who has 
hitherto been either deaf to the tmth, or kept from 
hearing it. And have the Viennese the power to 
avoid armed collisions'^ ? 

. I am grieved that Weleker likewise shows himself 
so incompetent to assist in the re-organisation of our 
country, and is one of those ^ho allow themselves 
to be forced from their principles by the noisy da- 
monr of the nltra-radicals, — ^that he also now takea 
his view of the state of the people from the public 
offices, and this too in Austria, where it is as yet 
impossible to fill those offices with competent men who 
have a dear comprehension of the position of affairs. 
How many men, who once stood bravdy by the 
side of the people, have allowed themselves to be 
affrighted and misled by the clamour of a set of 
Ultras, and no longer regard the condition of the 
eoimtry dispassionatdy with their own ey^^ but 
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from, tlic ministerial benclies and ofdcial reports I 
I mm ftd m kmd of dtamft at having flii ii riiaiJl 
openly my conficLence in Welcker* 

Whilst the shadows of the Gommia^oners of the 
Bnpiie still figure on ihe streeUivaUs, Wind i a digililK 
eomes finrward nidi undL^maed faratality, and de- 
mands not only the general disarming of the people^ 
but also the surrender of twelve students as hostages: 
Us third mild and eonialiatQiy demand rona Ana: 
Several other personsy whom I shall aelect^ aie 
likewise to be given up." 

It ia qnite elear tkafty with a lefinemenl of cnMitf , 
it is the intention of the Court party to goad YieDnn 
on to a struggle of life and death : who can dehvar 
np fhe hostages demanded, to say mflung of Ihe 
^ other persons^^ whom Windischgrata is to aeket t 
Are not such conditions a mockery unparalleled 
inthehisUnrypf the eiviliaed world? This was die 
general feeUng at the sitting of the Diet this evenings 
m which Schuseika commented on the measures a( 
Windischgr'ats with equal power and dignified eslm* 
aess, — with all the uidigBation of a man of MSa»g 
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i^giioat Buch an outri^ of humanity. The follow* 
m§ Mohitioiia ime paated: — " Since FieUmanhal 
Fiinoe WindiachgratZy in open contravenUon ot the 
Manifesto of the i9th^ and iii o^en disregard of the 
MwlntMot of the Diet ot the 22iid of this month, 
adopts measures which abrogate all comtihtimnal om 
weU a$ humm and civil righU, the Diet declares 
Aose meanfes to be not only iUegal, but inimieal to 
die Bgbts of the people^ as well as to the coiifltitiiF 
tional throne itsdi/' . 

The excitement in the city is at its highest pitdi : 
eoQfagSy in theeanseof n^t» animates e?eiy breast; 
Mk appeal to arms is consecrated by law. Unhappily 
some excesses have occurred in tlie suburbs : armed 
pooBS aie levying forced eontributiona* Martial 
law is pcodaimed against these men. 

The supply of water is cut oif ; the fountains in 
^e ptiUie tqnares are dry* 

Again there is a report that a battle has taken 
place between the Hungarians and the Croats ; but 
who will any longer put faith in these ramoorsf On 
tiie other hand it is said, that the Hungarians have 
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kept back irithm their boaAm, in conaeqiiaiee of m 

ftusaian note^ threatening an invasion of the conntiy 
uj^on tliek depaxture. The most absurd stories are 
propagated, bat not credited* The people now tdj 
upon their own strength, and no longer trust to the 

Hungarians*. 

Today it is said that Windischgxats is aanmumed to 
OUmiitz, There is still a glimmer of hope for a 
peaceable adjustment of aflGurs. MeanwhSe a con^ 
Btant firing is heard along the lines. Windischgiats 

has proclaimed^ that every one found in arms against 
him will be subjected to martial law; and Messen- 
hauser, on the other band^ issues an order of the 
day, requiring every citizen to be armed for the pro- 
tection of the city, with the tlireat of martial law in 
case of disobedience to this order. These are bril- 
liant prospects on the one side and on the other I In 
the city however the orders are not so strictly en- 
forced* 

Should any decisive battle take placei Vienna can 

■ 

* [See Appendix B.—TRAN8L.J 
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only be saved by relief from without. A few weeks 
ago Hiiae was a grand procession by tofchlight^ in 
famftoiir of ibe Deputy, Hans Kadlich^ who had 
moved for the repeal of the Bobot^ when the pea- 
sants delivered speeches full of gratitade and devo- 
tion^— kvish in profiers of their money and lives. 
Kudiich, I hearj has now gone out to summon the 
Landsturm; but it is said that tlic peasants Lave 
dflaiiied him in several places, and that in more 
than one instance he barely escaped with his life» 
This may be explained by the fact^ that manisfestos 
have been spread abroad, in which it is said that the 
Iknperor has of his own sole will remitted the Uobot 
to the peasants. 

On the bastions and at the outposts the enemy 
are not called by any speeial designation, — but 
merely termed " the Military/' by a few " the Impe- 
rialists/^ The cause for which they arc in arms is 
ahnost lost to sight, and the stmg^e is simply one 
of necessity: the whole is like a duel on a grand 
scale, wliicli the combatants, having once entered 

upon it, are obliged to fi^t out honourably. 
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Ix ham been rq ie itod By «ad that troop« bid goM 

over to the pec^k, and many belieyed this ; todi^ a 
uumber of soldiers approached the Lcopoldstadt, 
bearing wfaifee flag% under tbe thoir of fiatenuni^ 
«kk the dtiieiiB, upon whom they opened a mncder* 
om £re. This in an h<moniable mode of warfacB 
tnljl Vbt TaboTi the FMier, and Augartcn aas 
Qeenwfid br ih ^ ndlitarv* T h^ Iieooolditadi ii and 
to be incapable of holding out any longer* 

The eomtfj axoand Vienna is in flamea. b 
tbe Diet Sdluaelka obaerred, that the oonfiagntioa 
apoke louder than any words, and could not Mi to 
enlighten those who had hitherto not aeen^ or been 
wiUolly bbnd to, tbe events tbat had transphred* 

October 27ik. 

Bvms press one npon anodier,~tfaere is baidl^ s 
peaeefui moment to pat down a £bw hurried noiea o£ 
tbe occurroices* At such a time as this every man 
is bat m drop in tbe stormy oeean. I ean searoeiy 
aay where I have been during the whole of this day,— 

"a. _ 
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with my slung oyer my shoulder^ andmy poeketa 
Mk ot cutridgoi and mmmni&m, dmem ahral 

BRiMiiuc the flowie near Ike 
Eieiimg in the twilight hour^ I beard the aouiid of 
an organ in the SehottenkiicSke^ and entmd. The 
aeryiee iraa juit oomdnded^ and tibe lig^ta upon the 
ahar wm extingaiahed; the httle kmp ahme WM 
burnings but the assembly did not ieavc the church. 
AuMMn who was kneelmg at a aide altar, began a 
hymn^ with a moet toaduiig melodyj and all the rest 
remained kneeUng and singing without the organ. 
At such timeB all the mere outward forms of rdigion 
ML away, while its pore and intrinsie winrdiy which 
i» choked by this covering, shines hnlliaatly &rth. 
Only put out those wax tapers glinDnering around, 
whieh iUmnine merely the extemalB, and the fight 
of the small lamp will still go on hurning steadily 
and for ever. There is somelhing very impresdye, 
aaaidst all thia storm and eonflicti in Ending one 
quiet ^ot where the heart may enjoy peace and 
repose. 

I afterwarcls met a Deputy of the Diet, and we 
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agreed to walk together to the Bothen-Thum 1mhN» 
tiom, to Bee the fires whidi illummed the holi^ 
zon all around. In the Graben we fell in with a 
large crowd, preceded by two well-known popular 
t leaders and some armed men. They pressed everj^ 
! unarmed person whom they met^ as a recruit. We 
were known to tlie leaders of the party^ and allowed 
to go free; nay we were even fiEirtunate enough by a 
few words to release from the ranks of volunteers a 
bareheaded waiter of an hotel whom we happened to 
knowi and who rushed up beg^png us to intercede 
for lnm» 

The sight of the flames around the chief part of 
the city, as &r as we could see from the bastion, 
was terrible. 

This evening I made the acquaintance of Messm* 
hauser. His face, with its small black beard and 
dark eyes, has no great expression: his manner 
and conversation betoken an unassuming good*na- 
ture* He shares that strange inconsistency of cha- 
raeter which is unhappily too common; simple and 
unostentatious in ordinary Itfieij he becomes bombastie 
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amItWVNrdjr aa soon as he talEes a pen into liia hand^ 
emoiiali^ in his procbunationa. 

. Laying ft map of the city on the table^ Mesaen- 
baiiaer ea^Iained confidentially to some of the Depu* 
tiea all the meaanrea taken for the defence of Vienna^ 
and the operations that had been prepared : never* 
theles8 he did not appear to be perfectly at home in 
these plans ; for a Polish Deputy^ skilled in military 
a&irsj corrected him several times, and pointed ont 
that the object he was speaking of was in. such or 
audi a place. Measenhanser received these correc- 
tiona without being in the least degree hurt or 
oiiended. His whole manner and conduct convinced 
me that this was not a man destined by Providence 
to lead a great movement, nor to play any part in 
the peaceable organization of the State. He is en- 
tirely deficient iu tliat dccibioii and self-confidence, 
which, beside their effect on the individual, exert 
likewise so powerful an influence on all around. He 
is a thorough democrat, but this is by no means 
tttWif^ to justify his occupying any position above 
the eommon ranks. It is true he was fatigued this 
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enaning; nefertbdeis the neiilal actLvity wbich a 
man poBsesaes is visible even wben he is may or al 

resty especially when called forth by ioiportant objects. 

At midniglit the Municipal Council was stiU in 
tiesiy with the Pemaneiit Committee of tbe Diet^ 
endeavouring to find some means by which Win;- 
dischgratz may so firame his stipulations as to render 
it poesibkfiMr the City to accede to them. WindiscOi- 
grat2 has however now deigned, in additicm to the 
hostages^ to state the names of those persons whom 
he requires to be delivered up. 

At a late hour I heard itom the most anthentic 
quarter^ that^ notwithstanding ail the boasted strength 
of the City, it can miy hold out against a first 
attack for one or at most two days. How dreadful 
if the people knew that they are marching to join 
in a combat in which victory is impossible ! never- 
theless a proclamation signed by Fenneberg states 
that all who speak discouragingly shaii be dealt wiih 
by martial law. The City certainly cannot fulfill 
ihe conditions proposed by Windischgratz,-^ must 
be o(mipelled to yield. 
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October 28^i 
tat Oen n the dednye day of batde. The distant 
xoar of artillery is heard eaxly in the morning; the 
gSnerale is beaten in all the streets^ the alarm-bell 
immda from St* Stephen^s^ and the quick tread of 
aavaby is heard. 

The house in which I am staying fronts one of 
the most crowded streets^ and my apartment looks 
on to a small side street. I camdot describe tho 
painful restlessness which OTercomes me^ sitting here 
quietly, wLikt abroad thousands are engaged in 
Ae straggle of life and death. A Polish Depnty, 
who lives dose by^ came to call on me ; he too could 
not r^Doaiu alone in sudi a time of excitement. Con« 
Yersation goes on^ but the wodh drop unheard and 
mdieeded. My landlady joined us; a younger sister 
of hers had come in from the suburbs with her little 
diild ; her husband was one of the National Guards 
and engaged in the batde* By a sudden impulse all 
the inhabitants of the house were drawn together — 
persons who ordinarily, never exchanged a word : 
people were convening on iiie staircase, and in the 
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hally although there was notiung to commmueatej 

but a general ieehng o£ anxiety* One had a brothearj 
another a son, or a father, at that moiuent in the 
fight. I own that I had a feeling of ahame at not 
being in arms myself « I need not exphun here my 
personal position, and the considerations attached to 
it, nor was there any longer a question aa to the 
object of the straggle — it was a geneval eonfliet, in 
which no one, however untrained^ could remain an 
idle spectator. I had declared my readiness to de- 
vote my powers to the internal sorvice of the city. 

The people o£ the house had all come running 
together as if a sudden conflagration had broken out, 
and they now dispersed again on seeing that they 
could not extinguish it. The maid-servants ran to 
the gate of the courtyard, to satisfy their curiosity 
and report the news. 

Several friends of well-known hterary fame, some 
of whom lived in the other wing of the house, while 
the rest had come in from their dwellings in the 
9uburbs, called on me; The minds of all were la a 
state of torturing suspense^ — ^looking forward to the 
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•pproadbing cri^ wiuch was wevitable^ but wbicb 
vMhft mft tunp mut tffffniimte die snfffiring. 
A attiBg ttf the Diet wit fiied £Mr mNm todbj: 

m went tkither acmed. Tlie sim shone gloriously, 
bnt the elMiNi im all ckned; only here and tiieie a 
fenott tfimi'ed tinadij, and vaniahed quieidy a^am 

into acme Jiouae or by^breeL Tiie quiet of iJie 
atieeU ns like lihat ef a odm moonlight night, 
-«Imi afl are adeq^ and the aoft ^codoor from 

heayen is ^led over th^ ailent streets and houses. 
But there was no sleep here behind the house* 

lihe asaemUy q£ the Diet ns postponed, and the 
hall closed ; we therefore retuined to my dwellings 
ttid ti» kMm vludi we nm passed are among the 
jBoat fmSak I ^ent dnnag the whole of this 
period* ^ 

Nothing is ame dUaesaiiig at audi a moment thaii 
tobe.iaBileaBiiedtoshacei& tfaemdveraal exeitement^ 
jret to remain merely a spectator of events. In this 
isea a world af Kstfeas and homing anffering^ eom* 
fand aiilh friueh tJbe feelings of those who are 

N 
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ahoad and armed on llie baationa and bameades 

are happiness. The position of a spectator moreover 
most difficult, not only at this moment, but dtuiiig 
the whole of the present period ; we have been drawn 
into a vortexy in which the cry of passion alone 
is heard j whoever does not speak from passionate 
feelings and appeal tp the same, is scarcely heard, 
what he says produces no effect ; he who endeavoura 
to unite courage with discretion^ falls into the di- 
lemma^ of endeavooring on flie one hand to aid the 
general movemeutj and on the other of being forced 
back by witnessing the overwhelming tide of passion. 
The time may perhaps be at hand that will free vm 
from this position. 

In the evening I called on a young physician who 
had the cha;rge of a miUtary hospital in a casemated 
smithy in the bastion of the Eothen-Thuim. The 
Leopoldstadt^ which lay opposite, was in the hands 
of the enemy. I was above on the bastion. As 
soon as any single soldier appeared on the othqp 
aide, there was a general disehax^ of mnsketryfrom 
the bastion, which was answered only by single 
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fihots, I returned below; and every time there waa 
a report of arms^ several National Guai*(Ls came Hyiiig 
into the casemates. Those who were on guard how- 
ever remained at their posts^ and were resolved to 
£ght to the last man. 

The conflagration which raged around the city 
pres^ted a feazful spectacle; the whole sky was 
reddened by the flames. The high-road and the 
Leqpoldstadt are occupied by the troops : the city is 
crowded with fugitives from the suburbs, 

October 29M. 

Ths fourth Sunday. The whole city has the ap- 
pearance of a man worn out with fatigue^ who sits 
down to take breathy but is instantly impelled on 
again by restless impatience. There is an armistice. 
It is said that the Municipal Council and the Coun- 
cil of War have determined on a surrender, and, as 
ihe conditions demanded cannot be fulfilled, they 
have requested Windischgratz to march into the 
city himself and to enforce their execution. But 

the simple ftct that this is said^ and yet that no one 

n2 
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knows the truUi of tke report^ shows the hopeless 
eboftnion ihit pimdla. 

of trusty horn all the Companiesy to consult respect- 
ing the acceptation of the eonditioiiB. It delap^ 
mined that an end abonld immediafoljr foA to 
Imtilities. The news of this raised violent excite- 
in all the street groups: some were for per- 
amding the fwople not to ky down Aeir annsy 
oth^s endeavoured to calm ihem. As I was walking 
along tlic street, 1 lieaid a man m a troop exclaim^ 

ilie city is surrendered from want of powder and 
shot.^' — ^o" cried another^ ^*£sam over-abundanee 
<rf treachery/* 

The fool torn which passion takes, when its hopes 
<are destroyed, was now visible: men whose namea 
had before been mentioned only with the highest 
•TOieratioii^ were now denoonoed as deq>icri^ trai- 
tors. ''Unmask yooTMlvesP ^laiinwi the Na- 
tional Guard and the Legion one to another in a 
tone of bitter scorn. 

> One eitiiaij <m kearing tint tlie snnender MB 
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jceBolf ed upoa^ qui^ly unbuckled tbe strap from his 
miisket^ and put it into his pockety saying, 
hwglit ii wd ftid for it, thirty good kmitiers^ and 
thft iiapenai tmps shaU not have it> tiiough I'm 
forced to give up my musket.'* 

A giest perl of the dtisena seooed inclined to 
w^gB themselves quietly to their f ate, as inevitable i 
hot the proletarians and the military deserters con- 
timed fuU of aordoiir for the fight: they marehfd 
aiboiat in krge troops occupied the bastions, and 
made every preparation for carrying on the struggle. 

It was an nnpardonabk error^ that the reaohition 
which had been agreed upon to suirender the 
city was made public at night. How frightful to 
think of the horrors which may take place in such 
m aii^ wtth anned crowds romg about, veAisoig 
to yield and ready to dare everything 1 What powor 
can prevent the most horrible outrage, indiaeri* 
minale murder and ineendiahsm ? 

1 walked about the streets with several friends 
till late at night. All &>till and quiet^ as in a 
afeite of the profbundest peace. The people desOTO 
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the highest praise^ they are worthy of better leaders. 
In the midst ai tunnilt and war» left almost whoUjr 
to themselves^ they scrupulously refram irom disturb- 
ing tlie peace of doBiestie life. " Property is sacred ^ 
m a s in many instances written by the people o& 
the closed shops ; and I was told by an eye-witness 
of the fact^ that men in rags and tatters had gone to 
the Municipal Couneil^ to deliyer up plate^ which 
ihey had taken from deserted houses in the suburban 
to save it from the hands of the Groats. Noble 
Viennese I the day of your glory wiU yet dawn^ 
although you are now imprisoned amid swords and 
bayonets. 

October 30th. 

The surrender is determmed on ; but the proclama* 
tiou of the Commander-in-chief announcing this, 
which was placarded in the streetSi is torn down by 
armed men, and I see only fragments of it here and 
there. What will be the end of this state of things ? 
Already friends have actnaOy to make th^sdm 
known, as we meet them in the streets, — so jdleved 
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kilifiir appearance^ by dipping thdr beards and hair 
■Hid chance of dresst 

At noon the alarm was beaten again. What now ? 
The Hungarians are come — at this moment fight- 
ing is going on« No one will believe it, and yet 
who can wish purposely to deceive? Every one 
again flies to arms. A wish I had long felt was now 
gratified; through a member of the Diet I obtained 
permission to ascend St. Stephen's tower with him. 
We found there a great excitement. Near the belfry, 
dose to tibe watchman^s dwellings tdescopes were 
fixed pointing in four directions. One person after 
another of tlio^e wiio were taldag obiiervatiQUS said 
alond what he saw, and this was put down in writing 
in the little chamber. We were able to descry with 
tolerable distinctness the close of a battle : it was in 
the direction of Insersdorf* I could plainly see the 

Impenalista^^ load their fieUl-pieces, the skirmishers 
he down in the intrenchments^ the cavalry drawn 
up, and firom time to time wounded soldiers borne 
4)ff* Messenhauser had abeady sent down the news, 
and qpread it through the city on shps of paper^ that 
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could yet be ascertained, but tluit the pcifl^ Bunt 
be prepared for all hazards* It was also aunounced 
tlntt tli6 bttUld WBB diMPJUg fcrtiwf flC* Odiii 
IB the city tlkcre was an inceasant besting of 
drums. We mouuted higher up the tower to Mei^ 
senhaiiser, wko wm taldag obaamlkMai ham tte 

Woodeii balcoDv sear tVm itynmiit . 
Messenhauser looked very much worn; he re* 
peatedly drew out hie tdeKope^ mi An dml it up 
again. Some one pment obaerfedi " Xhe tragjed 
watchword of our daya^ *too Me* aeema to hdd 
good with the Hungarisns.^^ MesMidMinser nodded^ 
withont anmring. 

MessenhauBer was in a very eritical poMtioB : in 
the city he was called a coward and traitor; and, 
actnatedby alast enthnsiastie hope, he wae aAor 
the conclusion of the capkulatiouj to ijuread the 
news in print respecting the movements of troops 
outside the dty, and, if not to eomnanid, y«t te 
exhort the people pretty pkinly to remaiB undar 
arms. 
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gmxak with to attack the Leopoidatadt^ and caQbig 
<m him to give the necessary order: with this he 
dedined to comply, yet at the same time he did mI 
xeatxaia the eagemeaafor battle.. It iMoat however be 
observed that^ had he energetically opposed these 
mi&dsy hiahcadwoaUhaiveiiutasitiy pai^ 
AU the curse attrf luhm t rxpoa indeciaion and half 
sures lowered upon the country around with the 
iag muAB yMA wm now fidhng. The CowniiHw 
of Stadenta^ which had been disaolted. and had asBan 
assembled on the approach of the Hungarians^ had 
Onadj sent a feqmaitioD to MesaenhanMr, stetii« 
that from his total want of energy he had fotlhilBit 
the general confidence^ and demanding that he should 
immediately resign his command. Messenhauser 
took the paper from the student who faroughi it, 
lead it twice, nodded, and quietly folding the letter 
handed it to me, obseivmg, ^'What say you to 

Yoa will <tf coarse answer/^ I said, " that you 
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tan only resign your oommand into the handa .nf 

those isom. whom you received it. You were choafeo- 
by the General Staff^ and not by tlie Committee of 
Students/^ He asked me for my peneil and wrote 
his answer. 

At dusk other messengers arrived^ and amongst 
the rest Dr. Becher and Lobenstein. They demanded 
Jif essenhauser's unconditional and immediate resigna- 
tion: Fenueberg was to succeed him. I spoke eagerly 
against this proceeding, and had a violent discussion 
with Becher* A National Guard, who had 
nied the othersj drew me aside, and whispered, Your 
talking thus may cost you your head. Eennebefg is 
at this very minute Commander-in-chief; Mesam- 
hauser may now do as he likes.^' 

Messenliauser descended tlie tower witli the depu- 
tation; he kept on his cap, and left his tschako with 
its white feathers lying on the bench. An involuntary 
shudder came over me, — there lay the tschako, but 
what may happen to the head whidi it eoveved, 
should Messenhauser persist in his refusal to resign ? 
, We remamed on the tower until night had quite 
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AmA, in, wlien we descried at a great jUstanee fth^ 
jiiiMilioii of three kage eamp-fiies in the horuBOxi. 

The director oi the corps of observation^ who was 
an experienced soldier^ maintained that the Hun- 
garians were undoubtedly driv^ back ; othersj more 
sanguine^ declared that the third £re must be that 
of tlie Laudslkurin^ wiio hud been called out and 
were hastening to our assistance. 

We went down nxto the watchman^s room. A 
difference had arisen amongst the corps of observa- 
tion^ and the general feeling seemed to be parti- 
cularly directed against one moody young mauj who 
had all along been at Messenhauser's elbow^ and had 
now taken his tschako to carry it to him. Here 
was an instance of the way in which, after a defeat, 
quarrels, hitherto restrained, break out amongst 
eompaniona and friends. The feeling of vezaticm 
occasioned by events at large, but which cannot Ycqt 
itself upon these, shows itself in minor ways. 

As we were on the point of descending the tower, 
aa Ofder arrived, that six signal-rockets should be 
fired, at regular intervak within a quarter of an hour. 
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Aom Ae top of St. Sbej^beafn tower: tiie order irai 



Ttt loekelai ime fired off^ and the ctowds bdow 
dMNited fiwr joy st f n^rfb diachsrge of tbcio fPgniliT 

Aft we descended tike dark winding staircajse we 



We went to the Unifcnity : s wild aoene presented 
ilself in the co«rt-yaid of the Aula. Piles of arms 
wm heaped iqiy wlueh bad been hroogbt iliidier 
the flubiirbs and by the citizens* A large body ct 
women had armed themselves ; and one m particular^ 
with her hair dreat a VenfmU^ k^t flourishing her 
right arm in the air, kxddng wp to the atariy and 
CTAlaiming wildly against the cowardice of the menj 
who submitted to be shamed by women. This troop 
of Amaaona narahaUed themaelTeB and mardied to-* 
ward the city* It was a disgusting farce. 

But there was more cause for fear fiom a ciowd 
of men who now eoUeetedi, esdaimbgy ^ Let's go 
about in the city, and kill every Imperialist (black* 
and-yellow) we meet \^ From the top of the digkt 



The change therefore had taken place. 
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of stone steps I tried to addiess tiie excited crowd : 
npay kept up a duturbaaoe and would mat hen m 
word, but on« skmted out with . 

Silence ! he k a student — let hear him 1^' I then. 
explained to'liheni ihit it wii impoeaiMe to ftrnd out 
Hntk eBemks, and that they imld only mnidfir Ae 
innocent. A Styrian^ who came up just theo^ assisted 
me in quieting the people, (hie of die men how- 
ever eidaimed^ Theie^s enough talk — let uBjnaveh 
at once to the Burg, and burn the throne and saw 
off the head of the Empomr AaneiB P The crowd 
was qniekly marahaUed and roagehed o£ 

I went up to the Committee. On the stairs I was 
told that the Hungarians had answered the locket- 
fligxialA. We knew better, and that this was not the 
case. The news had however spread, and no one 
listened to our d^iial of the fact: tlicre was a ge- 
nial dedre to give &itk to everything that toided 
to keep up the apiiit of the pec^ie. The head- 
quarters had been removed hither, to the university. 
Amongst odiers I met hete Becher and Bobert 
Bhun : the latter appeared not to give foil credit to 
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my representation of the state of affairs concerning 
the Hmigariiiis : lie -was in a very excited mood. ' 

Many of the popular leaders came in, and declared 
that neither they nor the men under them would 
hear of laying down their arma. If ihmga came to 
extremitieay they would cut their way throu^ the 
enemy and iiy to Hungary. 

We went in company with a member of the Com- 
mittee of Students to an hotel, for we were all 
famished. On our way we looked in at the guard* 
i-oom of the Garde MohOe in St, Stephen's square. 
The men were drawn up in the square, and lean- 
mg on their muskets were smging all kinds of songs, 
etc. Throughout the whole events of this time no 
one song had been adopted by the people^ with words 
expressive of the general spirit and feeling, 

A young man in the guard-room whispered some* 
thing in th^ ear of the offlber in command, where- 
upon the latter said aloud, Did I not know you so 
well, 1 would arrest you as a traitor/^ It seems that 
every representation of the true state of things ia 
now regarded as treason* 
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Tbe student who was with us fdl into a liolent 
qmapiA with two members of the Municipal Conndl. 
A fitodent had been deputed to wait upon the latter 
body^ and demand in the name of the Committee the 
dimniHSftl of Messenhauser and the appointment of 
Eenneberg in hia place. To this demand the Muni- 1 
cipal Council had abruptly answered^ that they should 
do no sach thing,— that the students had no longer 
power to give orders^ and had better go to school 
and learn. This was a severe lecture ; but now that 
there was a general breaking up^ those bodies of 
men who had before acted in harmony and concert 
fell out and quarrelled. 

It was quite affecting to see several stadents 
who entered the room one after another— young 
men full of vigour and courage: grief^ depicted 
in their faces and in their words, seemed com- 
pletely to weigh them down, as they expressed 
their sorrow that they had not fallen on the barri* 
cades, at such or such a spot : death — death was all 
they desired. I observed one fine yoimg man in 
particolar^ sitting motionless on a chair, with hia 
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i» nuUexed to himselfj All ia iost^ all • • « 

What a noble and devoted ^spirit lias animated 
ifcia vMe popuhtioii, and horn ■bamefallf faaa it 
beea wrft^ ^ kadecal This very iu|;bt 
may bring scenes of horrorj — ^the disorganizatioii is 
genecaL 

October BlA 

Tn night has paaaed ofer qoiedy. No eotam in- 
janaation can be obtained respecting the Hnnga* 

liams until near noon, when the fog has deared 

o£ The rappel is again beaten^ and the alarm-bells 

A prochnnation is issued, signed by Mesaenhaiiai^ 
and Fennebcrg, calling upon the people to lay down 
thdr annsy as the Hungarians are defeated. Who 
iiaa ordered the bells to be rung and the alarm to be 

beaten? 

I went up St. Stqihen's tower. The eorpa of 
oiiaenration had no longer any diief: this suffidenUy 

allowed the sti^e of things. Little could be observed : 



APTROACH OP TBOOP8, 



193 



the mist, and then a violent gust of wiud^ whirling 
tiloft immense elouch of dust, shut out any distant 
view. At length large masses of troops, as yet nndi« 
stingmshable, were seen advancing toward the city. 
This news was written on a slip of paper, which was 
placed in a round box, and let down through a tin 
tube: at the same tune a bell-rope was pulled, to 
give notice to the guard on the ground-floor of the 
arrival of the news, which was to be forwarded. The 
signal was answered by another bell from below, 
intimating that the box was received. 

Piring was heard from all the bastions, which was 
sharply answered from the side of the Leopoldstadt« 
Nevertheless it was generally suspected that the 
''Imperialists'^ would not attempt to enter on that 
side, and that it was only a feigned attack, made 
with a view to engage the attention of the people on 
this quarter. It was no longer safe to venture upon 
the outside balcony, as the canister-shot abeady 
reached that point. There was nothing to wait for 
longer, and I followed a friend who had descended 
the tower. It was near three o'clock* Hardly had 
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I reached the street, when I Buddenly heardafeaxfid 
KMT of cannon from tiie Burg: one report fbUoved 

another lu quick succession, while the rockets iiew 
whizziiig aloft over our head^s. Tiie people in tke 
atreets kept doae to the houaea; but it was im*> 
possible to get along, for the whabxtants, in their 
fright and anxiety^ threw all the arm^ they possessed 
oat of the windows, to get rid of every sign of 
resistance. I stood up under an open arched passagi^ 
near the Cafe Frau^ais: a number of others, men 
and women, had also sought refuge there. Presentlj 
a rocket came whizzing down the palace of the 
Archbishop and fell dose to as: it burned for 
some time on the pavement, and at length w^e took 
it up: the empty case emitted a strong mepbitie 
smell. 

Hundreds of muskets, swords and pistols were lying 
in open magazines in the sqoare of the Bnnd«'' A 
student, who was with as, called to a workman pasa- 
ing quietly along with an axe on his shoulder ; the j 
managed together to raise the £at stone which 
covered the nndo^groond sewer, and concealed in 
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the latter all the arms it wQuld hold^ after which 
they replaced the stone. No sooner had they done 
iiiiMf tlian the people came ranniiig out of the 
faouaefly exclaiming that this would brmg suspicion 
on them all; they lifted up the stone agaiu^ and 
took out the arms. 

Meanwhile the roar of cannon continued incea- 
santly : balls, grenades and rockets flew aloft in ail 
directions. On a sudden there was a general cry of ^ 
'^Krei'^ and aigna were made to the people, who 
were standing at the windows of a house at one 
comer of the square^ to escape — the building was in 
flames. A rocket had entered the house and the 
rooi caught Are. There was a rush to e^^inguish the 
flames; the mbabitants quickly descended^ and the 
fixe was soon put out. The mistress of the house 
hastened down into the cellar, and got out all 
kinds of spirits, to propitiate the Croats when they 
should arare. A workman came up, and with tears 
in his ef9M showed us a filament of a grenade which 
had killed a comrade of his whilst he had hold of his 
hand. 



ySf^ flTATB OF THB CITY. 

The thunder of the artillery continued uimiler-r 
rnptedly. Presently up came a troop of armed nioDt; 
and amongst them the one-eyed corporal whom we 
had met in the recruiting-tent : they rated us soundly 
finr standing there nnarmed, exclaiming^ The Hun- 
garians are come 1 they are on the road just outside 
the city^ and have heaten the Imperialists^ who 
are now flying into the city. We must drive them 
back; one battle more> and all is won!'' The 
one-eyed fellow kept all the while exchummg, Th^ 
Hungariaus are come!" No one however joined 
this troop^ and they quietly went their way. 

The square before St. Stephen^s, on which the sun 
shone brightly^ was again quite clear. A single can- 
non was left standing there, but some men soon 
came and pushed it away. Dr. Becher passed by, 
walking in the middle of the street unarmed, and 
with both hands stuck into the pockets of his rusty- 
coloured coat. When he saw me, he nodded and 
passed on. There was again not a person in the 
square, aiid tlie discharge of artillery was still heard 
incessantly outside the city. A dnimmer came 
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^Hmfmng alamiy but no one answered to it. « 
I again went up the tower of St. Stephen's : there 



Guard amved^ bringing a written order from the 
Monieipal Conncilj that a white flag should instantly 
be hoisted^ or that otherwise ail the persons who 
were in St. Stephen's would be dealt with by martial 
iaw« We had no white flag. Several now entered 
the apartment of the watchman^s wife^ and taking 
a dean sheet hoisted it in place of a white flag. 
Presently afterwards eame other people^ ezdaim-* 
ing that we were aU dead men, that the prole- 
tariaus and military deserters wotdd not allow the 
white flag to be hoisted, and would slay all whom 
they should And in St. Stephen^s as the perpetrators 
of the act. We left the tower to take care of itself, 
and repaired to a neighbouring hotel* It was awful 
to hear llie crowd under a gateway, amidst seom* 
fill laughter and the roar of artillery, shouting the 
song ^'Gott erhalte unsem Kaiser/' and in the 
pauses hooting and uttering the bitterest impreea* 
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tioDB on the House of Habsborg. In the vaulted 
wine-room^ which was lighted with gas, we foimd 
a assemblage of persona. A stoat man sal 
down by me, and addressed me bjr mj name. I 
did not recogmze him, until his voice told me that it 
was Dr. Frank. His flowing beard had vanished^ 
and he had assimilated his whole appesranee to the 
description given in a passport which he carried 
about him, and which desiguated him as an opera* 
singer. An author, who was with him, said to me 
confidentially, " Now b^ins the time of secret con- 
spiracies : these must help us ... I wdi not b^ 
Heve this, — ^it cannot be: with a firee press and 
the right of public meeting, conspiracies are sbeer 
madness. It would be dreadful were young men 
to let themsdves be seduced to enter oa such a 
path* 

A glass-door suddenly opened, and a new goest 
rushed in, exclaiming, ^'The soldiers are hcreP' 
There was a deathlike silence: at last a man called * 

out, When they come, we shall bid them good even* 
ing.^' The talking then re-commenced* 



I 
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We went out. The roar of the artiUery was 
aiknoed. I returned home. A great ike was visible 
in tlie cLrectioa of the Burg. ' 
• Dming my absence, the pcopk of the hoiise^ in 
their anxietyj had carried my weapons also into the 
street. 

The husband of the young woman^ who with her 
ehiid had taken refuge with our hostess, entered 
soon alter me. He was unhurt, and the meeting of 
the young couple was deeply touching. Tlic man 
had not long been seated, when he said, Wife, do 
you know what I should like above ail things ? I 
long like a chdd to hear a little good music again : 
fbr weeks we have heard nothing but the sound of 
drums and fire-arms. Ay, a Uttle good music — ' 
that what I should like.^^ Strange as may appear 
ihis readiness to vmrt to old and customary enjoy- 
ments after sneh scenes, it is perhaps a genume type 

^^^^ 

of the Viennese character- 

I was called to my . tment. One of the priu- 
eipal editors of the ultra journals was there. I ac« 
eompanied him to his hiding-place. The trembling 
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tknidity whieh this young man tnanifested in ifnmmg 
abng the Btreets^ contrasted strongly with the shooto 
and rejoicing of the people and the soldiery. 

So little organiied was the democfatic party, tiute 
was audi a total want of mntoal understandingi 
that one of the most active leaders actually knew no 
hoaae, no family of his party willing to receive him 
in the hour of need. This is one of the strongest 
proofs^ that all the radical agitation here was a mere 
hagful of smoke. This man was not one of the per- 
sons whom Windisehgrats had required to he de- 
Uvered up, and the Mend who had before expressed 
his readiness to o£fer Lim an asyltim, was now sullen 
and grambling when matters became serfeiu: he 
had not the courage to break his word, bat he put 
an ill face upon the matter and was silent*. 

On my letum aems the square ''Am Hofe," I 

* I must here observe^ that I have the fuUeat means of 
knowmg that those persons who shared m the events of 
October, were not aasiited by nMmey from Huagaiy* It is 
pontble that the soldiers may have receiyed a trifling amonnt, 

but most of the leaders had to borrow muucy when they iied. 
[See Appendix A. i^fra, p* 228. — Transl.] 
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mm wwe men of gigantic figure — grenadiera — work* 
mik dedge-hunmers by torchlight : they had 
destroyed the lamppost on which I^ttour had been 
hung, and were now working to shatter and root up 
the stomp of the post; close by lay the pile of iron i 
at every stroke the crowd raised a loud hurrah* All 
trace of the barbarou^^ act was to be swept from the 
earthi and yet who knows how many of the very 
peo^e who now stood by shoatingj were equally 
vociferous at the sight of the murder 7 

The houses were iOnminated up to the fifth story^ 
and everywhere white flags— cnrtainSj dieetSj etc. — 
were hung out upon poles. Many of the honest 
citizens had tied white handkerchiefs round their 
left arm as flags of peace. . They conversed with the 
soldiers^ who were drawn up in all the streets^ 
and I continually heard expressions of compassion 
when the latter related the hardships they had saf« 
fered* 

A great body of flames was rising from the Burg^ 
— ^the library and church of the Augnstuies were on 
fire; 
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The Groats roved about die streets in swums^ m 
quest of plunder. One of my friends, a weli-knoHn 
author from Prussian Saxony^ was stopped by them 
and searched for powdor: they rifled all his podajti^ 
until one of them found his watdi> with wfaidi he 
deeamped, shouting out, ^'Powder I powder l'^ 

GeDtlemen and ladies were seen walking ann-in* 
arm in the streets, feeling more safe thett than in 
the houses. The whole city was all at once £Ued 
with soldiers, as if by magic ; wLcievei* wc tarued, 
troops were drawn upr. Hiere was a powerful ex* 
citement, and the soldiers were probably as much 
in fear of the Yictiuese^ as the latter were of them : 
the soldiers seemed to believe that there was still 
a despmtte party lying in wait to surprise and attack 
them, * 

We often see in pietures of the old mastersj^ 
whilst the attention of the inrineipal group is fixed 
upon the central action of the piece^ some child 
introduced m the foreground occupied with a trifle, 
a playthmg, and forgetting in its little amusement 
all that is passing around, however attractive or 
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eieiliiig. Tfak is a pietuie — ^aeen amidst great events 
moA im tsouUed period»-H>f diat quiet life whick 
keeps en its silent eourae unduturbed by all out« 



^ was in a eigar-ahop, when a dark-featared soIf 

jec entered and demanded cigais ; a handiul were 
given kim. ''Do you also come from Windisch- 
giats?'' said die skqpwonian^s little son* '^Nis 
dentseh I'' answned the soldier as he walked away. 

" When you grow older^ you can also learn Cro- 
atian/' said the mother to her boj^ who imdefstood 
aothing of what passed. Poor child, he will indeed 
learn it, for from this very evening the word haa 
gone forth, Nix dcutsck V* 

Those people in the streets who wereaUe to speak 
CJs^hish and Croatian thought themsdves loekj, 
and entered into eager conversation with the sol- 
diers; bat as soon as any one began to talk in ''good 
yicnnes^'' he leedved the general answer, ^'Niz 
deutschC* 
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In Geraum Austria deatined to become the Alem^^ 

the Slavonic empire, and Vienna the Shiomc Mtm^ 
burg? tip to this time the German element has 
dways had a piqBO&derating infliiencei and if aU the 
States of Austria were to assemble today, the Hun* 
garians and Croats iucladed, to form a Diet, tliey 
would and must adopt the German language. Bat 
it may be questionable whether, especially after th^ 
Giechs and Groats have actually taken Vienna by 
force of annsj a new state of things may not date 
£rom the present day^ accompanied by entirely new 
claims and pretensions. Yesterday commenced an 
histcnncal sera in Austria; there will now ansa 
the fixed daims of new nationalities, or ratfier of 
those which have yet to be formed. " 1 wish I may 
prove a false prophet/' said a clear-sighted statesman 
to me, ''but I foresee that it wiU ccnne to pass ere 
Jong, that a new absolutist policy will hatch new 
nationalities, Ixitlicrto hardly dreamt of, to control 
and fetter one another by mutual jealousies/^ 
The struggle between the German and the Caeeh- 

♦ 
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kh-Slavonic natioualities is an unequal cue. In 
flhf>#BnnanB die natioiial character and pride has 
shlggisbly fallen asleep; their history is great and 
glorious^ but this exerts no active influence at the 
pvesent lime: it exists rather in books, and in 
the menuMy of learned men. The new establish- 
ment of a nationality in Germany can carry into 
the future nothing that will impart to it energy, 
ytgonr, and progieas, except the moral and intellec- 
tual advantages which it possesses. The great mass 
of the Germans here in Aui^tria, as elsewhere, are 
destitute of that salutary consdlousnesB of their own 
nationality which we find in other independent coun^ 
tries ; and the educated classes generally give them- 
selves up to the new-cosmopolitanism which is trum- 
peted abont as so philosophical. They may one 
day feel what this means, when they come to receive 
the bread of charity from a stranger. 

The Csechish-Slavonic nationality was formed 
tinder Metternich into a masked political opposition ; 
and now that for the first time the mask is thrown 
off, it appears all the more bold and courageous* 
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The Czechish-Slavonic nationality is foroed and 
aalantl, and kept in pearpetnal agitatioii withmfc 
much regard to the means employed: what the people 
muat in knowledge and education^ as eompaied with 
the Germans^ is compensated by martial enthnaiaaaa 
and a thirst for conquest. Thus the strog^ of 
nationalities is of unequal intensity. 

As long as German Austria is intimately bonid 
up with Germany at large, new Tigonr of life and 
^dopment will be mutually imparted by these 
countries, and it will be impossible for the Czecliibii- 
Slavonic ambitkm to keep down Germanism, or even 
to undermine it gradually. But if Austria is 8^»a- 
rated from Germany, the national power of German- 
ism win be more than endangered. Were it pos- 
sible for Germany to succeed in accomplishing a fiiu 
consolidation without Austria^ Germany could never 
be perfect and complete. An ancient commentary 
explains why the patriarch Jacob, pious and resigned 
as he was, would not be comforted for the loss of hia 
son Joseph, whose bloody dress was brought to him 
M a proof of Us death, — a deep, secret feding toU 
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him that Joseph was still alive^ and consolation can 
^ enlf he feond for the Iosb of one who is leaDy dead. 
Notwithstanding appearances Austria is not dead> 
and we cannot and wxU not find consolation until 
she has again been admitted into the living family. 

There is quite a new population in the streets, • 
general unmasking. On every side the little atten- 
tions to dress, smart glove:^ aud tlie like, are again 
lo be seen, — luxuries which for weeks have been 
wholly unknown ; and what a quantity of beards and 
long locks have fallen since yesterday ! The Ger- 
man and Calabrian hats are exehanged for the ordi- 
nary, tasteless cylinder. 

We wished to go to the Diet ; it has been closed 
by Schwarzenberg. The Diet held a secret meeting, 
at which it prorogued its sittmgs till the 15th, to 
assemble again in Vienna at that time. 

Tiic Diet closed by tlic troojps ! All the boasted 
liberty of the people is iDusory and an empty efaeat^ 
so long as the soldiery are held in constant readinesa 
to cut short the debates with violence at any mo- 
iiMnt. In all the movements in Qen many ihere&M 
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the chief object of attack is tlie miliUry power. We 
liafe been* and wte Ml, kept in dtfaldom hf Urn 
power. Notwithstandiiig all the profesaioiui of at* 
tachment and good faith, of the commou mtcrestsi 
oC the people and the priiices, the power of the 
prinees is atill supported by bayonetsi and the 
popular spirit i& everywhere subjected and kept sub* 
ject by force of arms. The National Guard, as it has 
hitherto existed, is merely aneeesaarybot weak mea* 
sure of protection, — ^allowed to act just so long as 
the rulers please. A radical reform in the military 
system is the first task of the new Constitntioa. 

Vienna then is taken, and it is perfectly clear to 
every eye that new Austi'ia is old Austria over again, 
seeking and finding its centre of gravity in the army. 
But will the Emperor ever be able to re-enter cap- 
tured Vienna, and the castle of his forefathers now 
battered by cannon ? This point was not well oon- 
sidered when the Court party foroed Vienna into 
revolution. 

Such thoughts press tliemselves upon us in one 
form or another amidst all the confusion that reigns 
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arouod. The State lias abandoned its proper eentro 
of gravity ia the Diet, and transferred it to the army. 
The straggle will now begin anew. 

In the past period it might sometimes be said^ 
and justly, that single individuals and their modes 
of thought were superior to the eiicamstaiioes m 
whidi they were placed : the obsmration may now 
be reversed. Eveutn arise as if self-created : the noisy 
idtnHieniocratie leaders and the ennning diplomatists 
deceiye ifaemsefares and others when they pretend to 
have accomplished this or that event : the whdie power 
consiflts now in taking advantage of drcumstances 
as they oeeur/ History plays with men^ whilst they 
iauey themselves to be leaders : the law of necessity, 
in opposition to free-will, which has hitherto been 
tanght by philosophy, is now seen in action in every 
street. Whoever maintains the m£uence of a Pro- 
vidence in political events, must co-operate in the 
fidfiiniieiit of its purposes. It is mueh to be feared 
that diplomacy will understand better to take advan- 
tage of circumstances than democracy ever could . . . 

What a new aspeet of life on every tide 1 The 
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Croats go sneaking about siugly among tlie smartly 
dmt dtutens: one of them told a ftiend of inii* 
who was walking with and who imdmtood Ob»* 

atian^ that they had been forbidden to plunder^ and 
therefofe went ahoat begging instead. They will 
only take ooin, having no £uth in paper-moo^. 

There is much talk of the horrible acts which 
the Croats have perpetrated in the snburhs. Under 
the pretext — ^in most eases a false one— that shots 
had been hred from this or that house^ they ibrced 
their way into private dwellings, murdering and 
plundering at pleasure; but I refrain ham enume- 
rating the deeds of horror related, which are the 
natural result of hordes of barbarians being let loose 
in a German metropoUs. Yonder house is surrounded 
—there is a search for a ringleader. In the dweilmg 
of one of my act^uamtances, the soldiers, who were 
searching for a young man, carried off all the silver- 
mounted pipes within reach. A German officer ao« 
companied by some soldiers was examining the apart- 
ment of a Deputy, who himself told me the hist, 
when on finding Thiers' Hiistory of the French Aevo* 
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Utim lying on the table^ the officer overwhelmed 
him with leproacheB, dedaring that he would not 

suffer a Deputy to read aach books. This officer^ 
according to my landlord, bears a well-known name, 
on which the best hopes are fixed beyond the limits 
of Austria. But 1 cannot bring myself to pen down 
from re^jort any m( re of the hundreds of magnani* 
mons acts achieved by these restorers of order i 

In the eyeniug the . streets presented a curious 
spectacle : in all the squares the soldiers were clus- 
tered around their watchfires and singing; there 
WCTC to be heard all the various tongues and the 
national songs of many-headed Austria. The CzechSj 
nte St. Stephen's Churchy were making a great 
noise, singing/'^ Schuselka nam pice/' — a song ftill 
of derision of Germany. 

ft 

Nwember 2nd, 
Sad thoughts weigh upon the spirit: is it ever to 
be thus, that a nation can only become free throagli 
such suffering f Did Austria not endure enough 
during her long servitude^ and the suppression of 

f2 
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every firee impulse and action? Must her wounds 
atiU vemaiii cpen, and the peace ol family bfe 
atiU be destroyed? Does every emandpatiou ne* 
cessarily demand its mai-tyrs? Austria had ob- 
tained her freedom admirably^ almoat peacefully. Is 
it a neoesaary historical law^ that a revoluticm, even 
when victorious^ must proceed on in one eoui^ 
incessantly, nntil it haa. fully attained aD its objects^ 
or aaflRmd a sanguinary defeat f The freedom which 
we have attained in Germany suffers from secret 
doubt^ distrust^ and jealousy, sneh as we often 
observe in private Ufe. We cannot yet believe that 
the princes are seriously in earnest about establish- 
ing new relations with the people. 

This afibemoon JeUachieh entered the city in 
triumph on his charger, surrounded by his sta£^ 
and accompanied by the SciLczaus and Rcd-Mautles. 
The Serecnna kept continually shoutmg '^Yivat, 
fivat, vivat I^^ and I am pained to say that the cry 
fHks echoed by the people arouiid. The Viennese 
have learned all kinds of ezdamationsj B^m, Zwio, 
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I canuot but believe that the people stifled their 
flidkmrd feeling from fear of the enemy. Thewoist 
thing that can lay hold of one^a loind at such a time 
would be contempt oi the people. Ladies in pai ti- 
eakr weie waving tiheir white handkerehiefa from 
evary window^ and aahiting Jellachich^ who bowed 
eourteously on every side. He is a powerful man^ 
with a countenance which bears the traces of an event* 
fiillife. The appearance of the Red-Mantles is a mix- 
tore of the gipsy and the bandit : they wear a red 
cap im their head, and a long red doak reachmg 
nearly to the ground, with a hood of the same colour* 
A red jacket, trimmed with lace, which in the 
officers^ dress is of gold, an ornamented belt louud 
their waist, in whieh are stack pstols and a dagger, 
tight-fitting yellow trowsers and red laced boots, 
compose the costume of the Screczuns, as tliey 
marched throng the streets shouldering their mua* 
kets^. 

* [The Sereczans sve a peculiar kind of mounted Police of 
the Fkvmtier, who have a very martial and singular coitome. 
But the name, although originally designating the Police, or 
rather the Preventive Service^ of the Mifitaiy Phmtier, has 
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The triumphal procesaiou had passed^ aad. tb^ 
hiiBts were ilin heard at a distance^ when » iacoof^ 
aoldim iasaed from a aide-atreety leading a priacnwr 

in the midst of them^ drest in a brown paletot. The 
man had pressed his hat oyer his eyes^ and his look 
waa fixed on the gioimd : in hia buttonhole he wore 
the black-red-gold nbbon« The bystanders hardly 
ventured to look at liim. 

In the newspapers whieh we received today through 
a private channel^ we read that the ^Frankfort Parlia- 
ment have accepted the second and third sections 
of the proposed Ckmstitution^ whilst Jellachich had 
written to the Slowanska lipa^^ at Fragoey that 
he was marching up<m Vienna, because there were 
congregated the enemiea of Slavonismj whom he nmat 
subdue. 

The German dag has everywhere disappeared, and 
the black and yellow standard floats from St. Ste- 
phen's tower. No one passes without looking up at it, 

been extended by Jellachich, and become a general appel- 
lation for the mounted force of Croatia and the liGUtary 
FroDtier.— Tbansl.] 
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md many appear to regard this as the hardesstt mea- 
iili«<Wmdudhgrati has inflicted <m tl^^ they loved 
tfaa Gennan ooioun, although they were unable to 
stand by them. The statue of the Emperor Joseph^ 
whose hand was the last to part with the German 
flag^ now holds a black and yellow one in its plaee. 
But I have written enough of affairs here. 

November 9tA* 

" It is impossible — ^it is too horrible — they dare not^ 
so many lies are told, one can no longer believe any- 
thing P'— -Such were the exclamations on erery aide 
when the news first spread that Robert Blum had 
]>€en shot : and yet one person after another asserted 
tluit he had been told the 6et by an eye-witness, 
or had heard it second-hand. One^s hair stands on 
end at such an atrocity : it eannot be — they dui^t 
not have gone so &r I 

We eould bear the suspense no longer: it waa 
said that the corpse of Eobert Blum was lying in the 
City Hospital; I hastened thither with one of the 
Dqpaties* The body was not there; we were told 
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that perbaps it might be in the Military HoapitKli 

noue of the young medical men would accompany 
ue thither^ — so great was the fear of being aabyeeled 
to a Becret inquiaition merely from inquiring after the 
dead body. It waa night when I reached the Mili- 
tary Hospital: the eonrt-yard'and the lower rooma 
were filled with scddiers. The ke^iier of the hall in 
which the bodies lay was absent: a student^ who 
was standing hy, said to me^ No one can enter 
now; and/' added he, there is only the coq^ of 
Robert Blum 

Then it is true I and endless misery will spring to 
life fiEom yon lifeless body* I heard further parti* 
culars of iiium'ii death. Until yesterday afternoon 
he had been a prisoner in the same room with 
f roebel : they were then squurated. This morning 
at five o'clock hui sentence of death was announced 
to him. He quietly said^ It oomes not unezpeeted.^' 
The priest of the Schottenthor, in whose parish the 
prison of Blum was ^tuated, came to receire hia 
confession, Blum said that he was not in the hahil 
of practising cpnfession, and the priest replied that 



Digitized by 



]U>B£&T BLVU'b 2>SASa« 2lJ 

I 

he TO aware of it* Blum then wrote a letter to laa 
wid, m which he exhorted her to bear her fate with 

courage and firmness^ and to bring up bis childreii 
in mch a inanner as Bot to disgrace hia name^ which 
waa honoured by hia dying for liberty. He then 
conversed with the priest on the subject of immor* 
tality. Three riflemen and an officer conducted him 
to the Brigittenau. In walking to the place of exe- 
cution be stopped several timeSj breathing hacd» 
He requested tliat his eyes might remain unban- 
daged. The officer replied that thia could not be al« 
lowedi aa it waa done on account of the aoldiera; 
and Blum himself bound the handkerchief over hia 
eyes. 

A barbaroua proceeding waa then enacted, whidi 
ahowB the obsolete nature of the formalities that are 
atill perpetuated. When the delinquent was ready 
fixr exeeation, the Provoat-marahal atepping up to 
the commanding of^cer said, in the usual word% 
^' Colonel^ I beg mercy for tlie poor sinner." " No/* 
wsaatheaaawer. Colonel, I beg mercy for the poor 
^peated the FroTOst. ''Jiio," waa agaha 
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the reply.^ A third time tbe Provost 
" Colonel^ in God's name and by His mei«j i Img 
grace for the poor smuerl^' Thereupon the Colonei 
saidy " With men there is no longer graee fiir him^ 
there is merey akme with God/' Hie word was fiicn 
given to iire. Is it not a piece oi inhuman Imrbarity 
to toiiiient a tiding man with bucli a farce As lung 
as the prinee, who had the power to grant mercy, 
was himself present at the ezeeationj this forma- 
lity had a meaning, — it is now a mere mockery. 

Blum fell pierced by three balls : one lodged in 
his forehead^ the others in his breast. His last 
words were, — '' From every drop of my blood a 
martyr of freedom wiU arise/' And his words will 
come tme, but woe to those who compel the betrayed 
nations to win their freedom through streams of 
blood I If the demons of vengeance are thus let 
loose, what power remains capable of restraining 
them ? Where will all this end, and what horrors 
may we still have to witue^is I 

In the first storm of conquest, sword in kand, to 
strike down opposition, or to pass sentence of death 



Digrtized by Google 



Bonn bltth's bbath« 



219 



9ft«t ^ hasty trial^ are. acts which may be eiqplained 
9gfi tfm ezcuaed as the effects of passion, or as 

QJii^urcs necessary for safety or. to repress opposi- 
turn by terror^ seeing that men still persist in ap* 
pealing from the force of their reason to the force of 
arms. But now, when the city has been disarmed 
and humbled, and iit tlie mercy of baibarian hordes, 
'•^mw, with murderous haste and secreCy, even with- 
out allowing any defence, without pubUdy calling 
any witnesses, to hurry a man to his grave, — one 
moreover whose character as a representative of the 
people claimed protection and respect, — ^is an act 
unpalUated by any pretext of necessity, and which 
surely no one will venture to say was required, be- 
cause, amidst a general and lawfid popular rising, 
Bobert Blum used the same language and the same 
weapons as almost every inhabitant of Vienna. 
Where such things come to pass, all reason and 
argument, spoken or written, are lost. 

As I was leaving the Militaiy Hospital, a troop of 
soUiars had just arrived. In the midst of them 
wAlhsd two men, carrying a bier, on the cover of 
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which was a black cross : within it lay another man^ 
who had bem shot. Who may this be? whoae heart 

has ceased to beat ? I could not ask the soldiers^— 

theix answer — I knew it — would have been, " Nix 
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(A.) 

Since the entrance of Jellachich into Hungaryi a 
feverish excitement prevailed at Vienna amongst the 
democratic party^ the students^ and the lower classes : 
there was a general feeling that Jellachich was ad- 
vaucing^ not as he pretended in the interest of 
Croatia^ but to abet the views of the reactionary party^ 
and that a victory of the Croatiatis in Hungary wonld 
not fail to produce its effect in Vienna. This forebo* 
ding was further confirmed^ when the Hungarians 
published in the official journal of the Hungarian 
CU>vemment an intercepted correspondence from the 
head-quaitci';i of Jellachich, and distributed thuu- 

♦ [The Translator is indebted for the particulars given in 
this Appendix to the kindness of a Gentleman who is fully and 
jwiaomily aecfiuiiited with Hie £acti*] 
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sands of copies of it in Vienna. In this cor- 
respondence tbe officers of the Croatian 
dare loudly that Vienna was the real object of 

their march^ where they would deliver the Emperor 
from the tyranny of the Aula and the people : and 
Jellachich himself thanks the Austrian Minister of 
War^ Latour^ for the succours he had received from 
him. From some declarations of the Minister of War 
it was further known^ that plans were bemg made 
to dissolve the Academic Iiegion^ to re-organize the 
National Guard^ and to declare a state of siege 
in Vienna: it was only the interference of the 
Diet that prevented these measures being earned 
into execution^ by lueaiis of an artificially excited 
imeute in September. The democratic party^ idiich 
2:imce March had always been victorious whenever 
it had actedj which had overthrown the ministers 
Ficquelmont^ Pillersdorf and Schwaner, and on the 
15th and 26th of May had by their mere appearance 
extorted the most incredible concessions^ — this party 
did not hesitate to prepare for the catastrophe. 
The briUiant speeches of Tausenau in the Odeon^ 
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liefore an audience of many thousands of all classeSj 
fiHed tlie Viennese with entbiisiasm^ ihtj not being 
yet-^oeoatomed to such eloquence; and numberless 
festivals, in which the soldiers of the garrison fra- 
ternized with the Academic Legion^ were arranged 
in order to excite among the military a sympathy 
with the population, which was for the most part 
democratic. 

On tJie other side the reactionary party were not 
idle: they organized the Constitutional Monarchy 
Club, under the presidency of Dr. Vivenot : their 
organs preaehed loudly the most specific and un- 
miligated Austrianism and the liberal absolutism. 
To the black-red-gold ribbons and banners, those 
marks of the democratic Germans, were opposed the 
old Imperial black-yellow colours; although the Ger*> 
man banner waved on the imperial palace of Schon- 
brunn by order of the Emperor. The Constitu* 
tional Monarchy Club was chiefly recruited from the 
stodc-jobbers, great merchants and manufacturers 
and hackney-coachmen. The Democratic Club com- 
prised physicians, advocates, students, artisans and 



labourers ; and as neither party was backward in tlie 
use of imtatmg laagnage and condiid;, coBuiottiK,, 
wliick often ended in blows^ were daily witnessed. 

Such was the state of the inhabitants of Vienna, 
whm on a sudden^ instead of the expected defeat of 
tibe Hongaiians and the entry <rf the Ban into Pesth^ 
iniiMination was received at Vienna, on the 2nd of 
October^ that Jellachich was at Kaab and nuupAing 
against Vienna. No one eould explain what this 
meant, for no one gave credit to a victory of the 
Hungarians, whose army at that time consisted 
merely of 3000 regular troops, besides volimteen, and 
badly armed militia, whilst the Croatians according 
to the official retains had crossed the Diave G5,000 
strong. On the 3rd and 4th the reports wm ooo- 
firmed : Jellacluch had really altered his march and 
plan of operations his troopa ad\ anced from Haab 
towards Vienna; they were aheady in Ungriach 
Altenburg, but still his intention was not known. 
For the victory of the Hungarians at Sukoro was 
officially coneealed; and thus the movements of the 
CTcoatian army, which were in reality nothing matte 
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ikMJL a retreat towards the ueareat Austrian ^mtier^ 

assumed the appearance of offeiibive operations. Thp 

£aipnet«t ¥ieaM mmtmi, while atoekt m« m Ae 
ScolMHftge^ isr tke Vienaa Gasette of Uibe 4lli ctm^ 
taiaed an lo^enal Manifesto^ by whkk Hougny 
im ]ilaeed wder martial famr^ tlie Diet iimcimi, 
nd JfiUaefaidi iqppointed Owil and Militey Oo- 
tremor that eouatrjr^ with cUseretiojiary power of 
life and death. Tkis mcasiire was ieoked «poa hf 
denoenlic paitf aa m fwelude to a atrte of aiage 
at Vieimay mi to the dissolution ^ the Austrimx 
Coastitaent Diet; all the frieads of freedom and 
progim weie tetrifiad, iv it w«a now erident thst 
ike eome wiudi had been followed faj the mmiatiy 
of Wesseuberg, DobUhoi and Bach^ which still 
affected to call itself democratiey most neeesaarify 
iaad to bioody eorficta^ f <iihaps to cifil w«r,>— atany 
rate to the rule eiyther of the sahce or of the barri> 
4:ade8. 

A gicat meeting of tke deamiatk party waa 

moned in the eoloasai Odeon for the 6th* Tanaenau 
spoke on the subject of ^ Jeiiacfaicfa bdoxe the gates 
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of Vienna.^' Even fhe earKer speedies of Ais po- 
pular orator had drawn together great maasea of 

people : now every one rushed to the Odeon^ whieh 
<€(Hild not contain the andienoe> eoDected by cnriCMity 
and ezdtement; for it had just heesk made known 
that the German battalion of Grenadiers^ Uichterj 
which had always at the firatemisition feasts diown 
the greatest sympathy for the Yienneaei had recdived 
orders to set out for Hungary and join Jellachich^s 
army. The war then against the Hungarians^ who 
were connected with Vienna by so many personal 
and business rehitionsy was de facto resolved iq>on 
by the Ministry : the German garrison of Vienna was 
to be removed^ and the Slavic battalions^ who had 
alwaya shown themselves hostile to the Viennese, 
were to be reinforced. 

In presence of a meeting excited by tliis news 
and by the approach of Jellachich, Tansenan spoke 
with the glow and the talents of a distinguished 
orator : he spoke of the rights which Vienna by its 
l^orioos revolution had won fot the whole Monarehy^ 
«nd whidi now were to be torn from them by lob- 



Digrtized by Google 



TATONAU^S BPISCH IN TUB ODBON. 227 

ber-jbordes of Croats: he spoke of the reaction which 
WWhonljr watching an opportunity to chastise Vienna 
ftr having risen in March>-r-of the ties which bound 
up the prosperity of Vienna with Hungary, — of the 
torch which^ now hnrled into a brother coontryj 
would soon blaze up and reach Austria. Uis elo- 
qnent words found an echo in a thou^nd breasts: 
they were the match thrown into the powder-maga^ 
me — the explosion could not be far off. 

Tausenau had hardly ended his speech when the 
students spread into all the taverns in the city and 
sdbnrbs^ where the Grenadiers were found singly i« 
in small parties taking their parting cup. Ihese 
lattei' were already discontented with their removal; 
they unwillingly exchanged the capital^ in which 
they had always been kindly treated, for a war in 
Hungary, and for a comradeship with the regiments 
of the Military Frontier, so notorious for their 
thievery. In these sentiments they were confirmed 
by the students, who sought to prove to them that 
the Emperor was not at war with Hungary, that ibis 
war was merdy, as Jeilacfaieh declared in Ids proda- 

<t2 
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mm, fat tlie protectim of the Cioatiui mterate 

against Magyar encroaciixQeatfl^ and ctmaoqasotif 
had nothing to do either with the Emperor or with 
German troops^— that, em if it were neeeasaiy tm 
troopa to mareh, the Poliah battahoii Naaaau ivovUt 
at any rate more properly be sent to join the Slavo- 
nian army of Jellachieh, than they the fine ftllvirB 
ni Upper Auatria^ the finenda of Vienna aad the 
students. The soldiers were treated with beer and 
wiue : but the asserticm made later by the oi^ans of 
the state of siege^ tint money, Hungarian monegr^ waa 
distributed among th^, is totally false. 

Early in the morning of the 6th of Octobei the 
command was given to snuEieh } the hattahon tmued 
ont| and moved through the Leopokbtadt to the 
Tabor bridge and the Presburg railway. The soldiers 
mnrmnred badly: eMxhsmMam wm bond in their 
ranks, We witt not march against IheHimgagiana; 
the Eungahans are our brothers 1 the EmjpeKQr is 
not at war with the Hungarians; the Poles, the 
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Aaii go to Jflhriiki^^ 



remain in Yi^ma*'^ 
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The singwlmty oi the spectacle had drawn together 
crowds of s|>ectatQrs, aud when the battalion came 
to tiie Danube, the stndenta ifere drawn np on the 
Prater Bam in armBy bat not in ccmipaEiieSy among 
the workmen of the Prater, and called out to the 
soldiers, ''Yon- are onr bfothersj do not leave nsl^^ 
and, *'We will not let yon go; yon must remain 

scene of confusion the workmen 
had broken down one of the piles of the Tabor bridge ; 
the departore wis stopped for some time, as the nn* 
armed populace placed themselves m masses bei'ore 
the bridge, and rendered its repair imposisibk. The 
artillery officers galloped into the city ; the battalion 
Naasan marched out with four guns to force the 
passage ; but a part of the Nacioual Guard was also 
there, and placed itaelf on the side of the workmen 
and students, who continued to excite the Orenadien 
to make common cause with them. Thib took place 
at last at aboat ten o^doek: the Oienadiers left their 
offieera and went over to the people. At this mo- 
ment a shot was hred^ without effect; but imime- 
diately thereupon General Predy gaiTe the command 
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to ^e. Some workmen fell dead: the StodenU 
and the Grenadiers retui'ned the iii'c, and at tlie £r6t 
discharge General Predy fell* The cannona wwa 
now brought up i but hardly were they dischargedi 
before workmen and ^tudcutb^ witkout thinking of 
their foremost rank who were rolling in their blood, 
threw themselves upon the guns, cut down the 
artillery-uien^ and turned the six-pounders^ which 
had just been fresh loaded, against the battalion 
Nassau. One of the cannons fell into the Danube, 
three remained in the hands of the victors ; the Poles 
were obliged to retire in haste. Meanwhile the 
Ul4n4rale was beaten in the streets: the National 
Guard had mustered in the city ; the radical compa- 
nies of the suburbs Wieden and Landstrasse were 
drawn up on tihe open space before St. Stephen's, 
and by their side the Black-yellow Guards of the 
interior of the city, principally from the quarter of 
the Garinthian Gate. When the cannonade in the 
Prater was heard in the city, the men of the suburbs 
wished to sound the alarm with the great bell of St. 
Stephen's cathedral, but the people of the Garin- 
thian Gate quarter opposed it* 
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Firom the window of the house called Brand* 
^BgH^ three aihots are fized upon the Wieden Na» 
tboal CKiards. Immediately the conflict rages in the 
city: National Guards £re upon National Guards: 
the Black-yeQow Guards are put to flight; the Cq^ 
tain of the Carinthian Gate quarter is pursued into 
the cathedral, and after a long defence falls mortally 
wounded on its steps. 

It was now three o'clock in the afternoon; the 
gates of the city had been closed, but the Pioneers 
and the battalion Nassau, with the workmen, students 
and Grenadiers forced their way into the eity^ with 
three captured pieces of camion and ammunition- 
waggona, xV terrible contest rages haud to iiand in 
the narrow streets of Vienna; barricades are erected, 
the military iire upon the people ; the pavement is 
dyed with blood: the people press forward on all 
sides: the guns are again captured and turned against 
the soldiers, who, taken by surpriae, without a con* 
nected plan of operations, are scattered and driven 
through the different streets: they are completely 
demoratised. A whole company waa seen to nm 
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down the Icmg street ealled Herrengasse^ pursued by 
na num tfasa m. etndeBte* Bat tlie seeae of 
iBiOftt aeriouft conflict was tlte s^^uure ^'Au Ho£»^' 
Here tke War-o&cc and tlic Guard-liousc aie situated^ 
opposite ike Amnal, d rf ead e dl by ax psseee ef can- 
nsB. Ukbcr fled tbe dispecsed sulitwryy bilher tbe 
people pursued iLem. The last disAargc of artillery 
takes place here; but here too tke people Ubiaw 
-QueuaiAft^ upon the eantHm : in » moMat they no 
captured^ aud the War-oiiice taken by stoxm» The 
nidtilBde» intogdeated with blood and the finnes of 
gsmpowder^ press with wild tries into the bnildiDg: 
they find it empty : of all the generals^ all the a^u» 
tants^ aU the guards^ not one remains : they have all 
£ed before the fury of the popokce* Bal ia the 
upper sUxcy the grey-headed Minister of War is dia* 
covered in a hiding-place : he hdd not been able to 
make use of the key which gave a commimicatkiii 
with the neighbouriBg houee^-he had nualaid ii» 
At this moment there appears in front of thp War- 
ofiee ft deputation from the Diet^ whisk I|ad aa- 
flsiiabled during the eamiOBadet and had tayn tho 




Digrtized by Google 



DBFBAT M TttB TROOPS. 



direction of affairs^ as the Minister of the Intciior 
DobUhof, and the Mhutter of Xoatiee Btdi^ had 
fled* The P^putatUm attempt to curb the unduoaed 
paasiom of the people ; but the eloquent worda q£ 

t Borroach and Goldmark meet with no listciieis ; they 
CMiiioteoiiimaiid attentum or respect. Coant Lstoof 
ift murdered ahnoat before tbeir ey ea^ hia eloihea tocm 

^ in pieces, and dii^tributed as reli<iues, his naked 
oorpae suspended to a lamppost. The Beputiea re> 
tun without having e&cted their object. The Diet, 
in order to prevent greater mischiei^ resolves unani** 
VMMiily te send an addreaa to the Emperor at ScIiSb- 
hfoimy in. which they beg of his Majesty to grant m 
complete amnesty^ to appoint a popular Ministry, 
and to recall the ordinance which threatens to excite 
a eivil war in Hungary. 

Wken the Deputaticm arrived with the address at 
Schonbrimn, they found tioops 4000 strong diawn 
up for its protection. The Emperor receiTed the 
Deputation graciously^ promised to fulfill all the three 
demands of the Diet the next mornings and im- 
psoBseil Vfoa the Deputies the necessity at doing sB 
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in their power to prevent farther efiubiou of bUxML. 
They returned full of the best hope. 

In the eity the conflict began anew about 
o'clock in the evemug : a detachment of soldiers had 
throvm themselyes into the Arsenal, where upwards of 
50,000 muaketa are kept, and fired from the windows 
upon the people, which now besieged this last strong- 
hold of the military. On a sudden the gate of the 
Arsenal is opened, the people press forwards, they are 
met with a discharge of canister, and the grape brings 
the besiegers iur a mciment to a staud-stiil, during 
which the door is again dosed. The murderous 
scene is several times repeated during this teniUe 
night, until at last the people plant the captured 
guns on the bastion behind the Arsenal, and can- 
nonade the building &om the rear. This manoeuvre 
attains the object : towards morning the Arsenal is 
evacuated by the soldiers ; the people rush in and 
arm themselves; the democratic party is victorious 
over the miUtary and the reaction. 

But wliikt tlic exulting cry of tlic people rehouuded 
through the streets, the startling news anived that 
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the Emperor with ail his family had left Schonbrumi 
escorted by the troops^ and had revoked his im- 
perial word. Consequently the triumph of the 6th 
<rf Oetoher was only the beguming of a civil war; 
for nobody eould doubt that^ as long as the proposals , 
of the Diet were not accepted^ the sword must 
avenge the deed of the 6th of October, But the 
Diet did doubt this : it still beheved that the matter 
might be arranged^ especially as the Minister Kraus 
did not leave Vienna, — as Fillersdorf the former 
Minister^ and Count Stadion, in whom the Minister 
of the future wais already expected^ still retained 
their place in the Diet, although the Csechish mem- 
bers 1^ it immediately on receiving the news of the 
Emperor's departure. 

The Diet most certainly had taken no part in the 
(meiU€y but had not protested against it: on the 
contrary, by its address to the Emperor, it had taken 
the emeute under its jnoteciion; it had besought an 
amnesty for the insubordination of the Grenadiers, 
for the putting to death of Xiatour. In foohsh over- 
estimate oi itbelf, it sent deputations after the nm- 
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sway Emperor^ and neglected to take thoaemeasoM 
which alone eould aave Vienna^ aa long aa the Diet 

would not disavow tke last revolution nor perinit it 
to be pnniahed. WiUMUt hindrance the demondned 



Prince Schwarzenb^g^a palace, then in the camp 
before Vienna; General Matauschek remained in 
Vienna^ by permiaaioiL ot Ihe Diet, to aend off the mi- 
htary baggage and ammunition. The telegraph waa 
aliowed without hiudranqe to apprise Prince Win- 
diadigriUs of eraiything that took place in Vienna; 
and inatead of aending the in-amed Hnnganan 
army, which was now close to the frcwtier, 10,000 or 
20^000 aaperflnooa muskets, the Mnnicipal Council 
and Committee of Students would not eiren permit 
those muskets to^be exported to Hungary which had 
been bought by the llungarian Government in Bel- 
gium, and had been aeized at the Cuatomhooae 
in YimoA the Austrian Ministry. There was a 
want of sense without compare. The Diet would 
neither condemn mt complete the Bevdution; the 
people lost courage aa thqr aaw that there waa n 
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want of leaders; and the very meu wiio on tke 6tk 
of October marelied so careless of death against a 
ahower of haQs^ no longer finmded ^bm hopes upon 
tlnudvea bat opon the Hungarians; time wm to 

«»ave Vienna. 

(B.) 

WssNBysB two tenitories are oxganieally united to 

form one whole, ooUiaions often happen between them, 
wounds are inflicted on their national vanity, and con- 
iicts arise mpeetinglheir peculiar privileges. Similar 
oocuireoces very often took place between Hungary 
and Croatia, without having led to any serious dis- 
turbances of tranquillity. It was the system pursned 
by Mettcmich (who» fulis^ to introduce absolutism 
into Hungary and Croatia, wished at least to weaken 
diase constiMiGnal parts <tf ihenumaidij, Uiat they 
secfe as wm object of terror, aa a bugbesr to 
the whole monardiy) that first gave an importance 
to the^e dissensions, and employed thein as a lever 
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Ibr farther operations and mcreaaiiig the eonftudon. 
As at Vienna every petty oecadon fye strife inft 

carefully sought and fostered, as the parties were in 
torn purposely favoured and peEsecuted, and as every 
wound inflicted on national vanity was envenomed, 
a hatred on the part of the people in Croatia against 
Hungary was successfully fanned, which even after 
Mettemich's fall the reactionary party was able to 
turn to good account. 

K the Croatians were asked what then were theif 
peculiar grievanees^-it was found that after all they 
complained of the overbearing conduct of the Hun- 
garians, as they called it, of some speeches held in 
the Diet, and of the tone of the Festh joaraab. But 
the Croatians wished also to be the centre of a larger 
empire; and since, in consequence of their infe- 
riority in cultivation and in material weaMi, they 
could only occupy a secondary place ui Hungary, ibef 
loved to dream of a south Slavic empire, the centre 
of which should be formed by Croatia. But the Ger- 
man Press — ^the relations of whieh to Austria and to 
Mettemich are well known^ and which was always 
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amne to tlie Hangariaas becautse th^ would not 
jittsv themsdves to be Gennanued^ — spoke so long, 
in TBgue terms, of the oppression of Croatia by Hun- 
gary, that at last every one believed in it. But the 
statesmen of Hungary and Groatia were br too wdl 
aware of the state of things, and consequently made 
no attempt to deceive themselves mutually about it. 
When in July, 1848, Count Batthyany, Baron Jella- 
chich. Baron Kulmer, and the Hungarian Secretary 
of State, Pnlssky, held that meeting in which an 
attempt was made to eompromise the diffierenees 
between Hungary and Croatia, and when Count 
Batthyany in his open manner asked what were 
the grievanees and the demands of the Croatiaas, 
Jellachich answered, Between Croatia and Hungary 
there can be no peace, till the Hungarian Ministry 
of War and of Finances is done away with, and the 
anny and the revenues of the country are plaeed 
under the immediate control of the Vienna Ministry/^ 
Batthyany observed that this could be no Croatian 
question, but an Austrian one, which, if it were to 
b^ seriously taken into consideration, must be treated 
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flf in Jfaeet wiatiimnifrtkm wA the AtMlriaa Vkm^ 
tij, not with Baxon JeUfldiieh willi wbam hm aaali 

only attempt an amuogement conceanuug purely 
Cbfwrtiaan quartiona. Whareapoii JeUaehidi iminrowi 

jXn^ : oZ/ bmdes u easily mamged^ aud ioses imparl-' 
mee m €6mpmimn with tkk gmeitwn'J^ and Kulner 
added, ''Only let vm manage, we will do emyiMmg 

to paofy Groatiay if the principal point is settkcL^' 
A dear proof that all die BO-called grievances of 
Cmtia wene eonaideied trifling even by JeUadudi 
and Kuhner. The amusing account of this iaim:* 
view in the " Revue des Deux Mondes/' by M. 
Lngsdoiffy is weU-writtoa, bat nnfortmaiely whaUy 
inoonect, and does more credit to the fancy of die 
writer than to his diplomatic talents. 



(C.) 

It has been made a matter of frequent and bitter 
leproadi against the Hungarians^ that they did not 
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come to the assistance of the V iemicse_, aud only 
YiBMftnred a batde when all was already dedded at 
Yiexma. Auerbach i& uot sparing of his reproacbea 
oil this head. Let us then turn from the occurrences 
at Viemia to those beyond the Leitha. 

When Jeilachich on the 9th of September crossed 
the Savej he was firmly convinced that he should 
meet with no oppositioii in Hungary. He counted 
cm the higher officers and the foreign raiments in 
the army^ and th^ result showed that his expecta* 
tions were not altogether deceitful. The Cuirassier 
regiment Hardegg went over to him; even the 
Hussars wavered^ and the Hungarians have only to 
thank the resolution of souic officers that the Hussar 
regiments did not remain neutral^ in compliance with 
the wish of their General^ Count Adam Tekki. At 
this cnsis the i\j:chduke Stephen placed himself with 
the consent of the Court at the head of ihe Hunga- 
rian army; the hesitating officersi who hardly knew 
what was the duty imposed by the miUtary oath in 
ibis oonflict^ were encouraged and confirmed; while 
the eloquence of Kossuth brought the Landsturm by 
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Um of ihoaiiiidi to StnhhrdiMnbiirg. Tke AiAi* 
dak» indeed mm obliged^ in eoMeqfiunee of Uj^HT 

ordersj to leave the anay at the eud of a few daya ; bnt 
lye pnaeDoe bed nekored eonfideiiee to tbe spginie^ 
Conaeqiieiitly when the iiat oottiiion of the nmim 
took place at Sukoro, on flie 29th of Septemherj 
Jellachich was received^ contrary to his expectation^ 
mth a sharp cannonade. Hie lose wae not gm^ 
bnt his army was completely demondised by iU He 
requested an armistice for three daya^ aud his re* 
queet wae fixdishly complied with* He made nee <tf 
Gon^arary to his pledged word, to effectuate his retreat 
m ail haste to Ilaab ; and when pursued to this place 
by the Hussars and LandatunD, he imsed fdrdwr 
onwards to Altenbui^ and Paarendorf^ without the 
least consideration for the reserve under Generals iioth 
ttd IMippoyich, wlikh ^ thn. placed between 
two fires and obliged to sumnder at Oaom on the 
5th of October. Intoxicated with victory the Hun- 
garians received the news uf the devolution of the 
6th of OctdbeTi which now eat off the last reaourees 
&om their enemy Jellachich. Bnt when they ap- 
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pmfibid the frontier of Austna, General Moga and 
tlie corps of oncers declared that they had with joy 
nfNilBed tlw attack of JeUadiich, that they had 
ctaafied the country of the enemy aa far as the 
frontiers, but that they did not consider tibemselved 
jnatiiSad in croaiing the frontier and coatinoiag the 
j^HTSiut in.4he neigiiboanng country* Iluoaghout it 
had been ob^kfived that Moga and the superior 
aBcera spared the army of JeBachicfa as much aa 
possiUe; thqr hoped that all would be set right in 
a peaceable manner. Besides this^ accounts were 
hvoa^t by some of the Hnnyrian Deputies deserip 
Uqg in £uth&d eotknua the want of head that pre- 
vailed in Vienna and openly declaring they did not be- 
lieve thott^ if aa attack were made by the Hungarians, 
it would be supported by a sally of the armed popu- 
lation of the city. When in the meantime the orders 
of the Hungarian Diet arrived, to pursue Jellachich 
to utter aimihilation» the Hungarian troops crossed 
the frontier. There they learned that the army of 
Jelladbich had effected a complete junction with that 
of Auersperg. The officers in the Hungarian army 

n2 
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now dedaxed thatlihey could not attack Aumperg, 
who was not an enemy; andPazm^dy^thePtesidcait 

of the Hungarian Chamber of Deputies at.Pcaitl^ 
who had just arriyed in camp^ confirmed them in 
this opinion^— the more so^ as the Hongazian Dietj 
shaken by the accounts &om Vienna, recalled its 
former resolution and gave the army orders to 
attack only in case it should be requested to do 
so by the Vienna Diet. The Hungarians conse- 
quently quitted the soil of Austria^ and awaited 
further communications from Vienna : th^also sent 
parlemeiUaires to Auerspergi to know whether or 
no, by bis juuctioii witb Jellachichj he assumed a 
hostile position with regard to Hungary. Auersperg 
answered evasively^ and referred the Hungarians 
to the orders wbick both armies were e3q[»ecting 
from OUmdts. 

During these transactions Pulsalqr had arrived 
from Pesth at Vienna, and declared to the Diet 
that the Hungarian army awaited an <rfieial in- 
vitation. The members of the Diet said^ that they 
awaited the Hungarians, that they would go to 
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meet them wi& open vmn, hat tihat they could 

not desert the ground of legality^ nor request /o- 
reipi troops to march upon Vienna ; moreover that 
flie defimee of tiie dtf was entrusted to the Mu- 
nicipal Gouneil; that they, the Deputies, repre- 
sented the monarchy^ and not the capital. Pulszky 
turned to the Municipal Council; but the large 
majority of this body was black-yellow, and longed 
for nothing so much as the overthrow of the ruling 
peorty : still, in order not to lay itself open to attack, 
it referred Fulsasky to the head-quarters of the Na^ 
tional Guard. The head-quarters were not at aU 
' organised: Mesaenhauser had the dtief command, 
but lie did not trust the chiefa of districts ; and even 
he would not write a formal invitation to the Hun- 
garians. Not one of the three bodies was willing 
to compromise itself by a written answer, in case 
of an unfavourable termination of affairs. When 
Pdsdcy saw this want of counsel and this oonfu- 
skm, be scarcely doubted any longer as to the pro- 
bable fate of Vienna. He wrote in consequence to 
the Committee of the Diet, advising that ''the Diet 
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ahould txy tlie patk of mediatkm through the Axdb- 
dnkeJolm;'' by wUcbwwiiidireeayiuii^ 
iiiouki Doi idy vpcm die if^peal to waau Bat Ike 

Diet, in its blmdness, would not understand this 
hint ; it continued to confirm the Viennese in their 
fesisfcance by hmlf-afieaMffea and dwihmwitflty feaohi* 
tiona, and at the same time to hinder the adcqptioii 
of energetic and revolutionary measures. 

PnlBsky atiO waited fiir tlie arnnd of Bobett 
iilum, but when in a short eonversatioB with han 
he convinced himself that Blum likewise participated 
in the fake notions of the Diet, he loat ell hojpe 
Vienna, and went to the Hangaiian army. 

In Paarendorf, the head-quarters of the Huuga- 
riaa army, there was great excitemeiit : everywhere 
the question was debated, whether or no theyshoiiU 
hasten to the aid of the Viennese : the msyonty of 
tbe offieers was i^ainst merrfiing into tibe Anetriaa 
territory* But at iast ike opposite (^pnioii prevailed 
m the counca rf war : on the 21st the army once 
more crossed the frontier, but half the officers re- 
signed: thqr woeld not fight against the Impeml 
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weve 

brought first to a stancUtill, then to an immediate 
letreat^ by two pieces of newB. Tidings weve Imught 
ftom Pe^ diti KossnA ww mazching to join them 
with an auxiliary corps of 10,000 men and thirty pieeee 
of artillery; firam Ae Imperiei heed-qmrterB eame 
tlie prodamatioii of Bnnce Windiechgxits, to the 
dbct that he was appointed Commander-in-chief <^ 
all the Imperial troops, and that he Ofdeved all 
file staff-offieem of the Himgarian anny to preaent 
themselves and to await his orders. The <^cen 
refused indeed to obey this order immediately and 
unoonditionaily, but it was leaohed to return to 
Paarendoxf and to await Kossuth. He arrived on 
the 24th, With the troops wliicli he had collected and 
anned in the greatest haate in Peadi and the eooiitiy 
around, and with considerable masses of the Lands- 
turm. On the 25th a review was held: on the 
SStih 9sai 27di a eouneil of war, in whieh KoMufli, 
aupported only by Cobnel Gorgey and Mejer Pua- 
telnik, against the opinion of ail the other officers. 
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gave the order to enter Aaatria: again many officers 
resigned their commisaionB* On the 28th) as the 
army was slowly advancmg towards Austria, the 
bombardment of Vienna was plainly heard; but 
the advanee was not hastened; General Moga and 
his whole staff went uuwiUiugly to the battle; and 
the more so^ since a discussion on the plan of attack 
which was to have taken place at Eiaenstadty between 
General Bern and the Chief of the Hungarian army^ 
for some inconceivable reason had never taken place. 
General Bern did not make his appearance ; he had 
not received the invitation to this rendesvouB, al- 
though it had been properly delivered to the chief of 
the Vienna National Guard. 

At Sehwechat there was a battle. Hie Hunga- 
lians took Maimsworth with the bayonet ; they con- 
tinued to gain ground from eight o^clock in the 
morning till four in the aftemoon, in spite of the 
murderous fire and the irresolution of their com* 
manding general. But from Vienna no thunder of 
artilleiy resounded^ no sally took place; the enemy 
threatened to outflank the Hungarians; General 
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Moga gave the signal to retreat : a feeling (quivered 
through the Hungarians that they had come too kte 
for Vienna, 

(D.) 

Lord Dudley Stuart has receiyed the following 
letter from General Bern : — 

" TO LORD DUDLEY COimB STUART^ H.V, 

My Lord, — Many eveutis have taken place buice 
I quitted London. After a stay of two months in 
PariSj where 1 knocked at every door of the Govern- 
ment, and was answered only by vague observations, 
I returned to 6alieia» my native country, to see into 
its actual state. There I perceived that the clemency 
of the Austrian Government was but feigned, and that 
it awaited only a fieivourable opportunity to crush 
again the new-bom hberty and nationality of Poland. 
To come to a thorough knowledge ot the state of 
things, and with a view to serve my country, I re- 
paired to Vienna, where I arrived a few days after 



r 

Digrtized by Google 



250 



the revdatioiij and after the dqpartuie of the Ein^ 
peror — ^its result. Invited by tke National Guard of 
Vienna^ I accepted the command of that corps^ wludi 
unfortunately never exceeded in number lOjOOO 

JUMSB* 

However the chances seemed to be in our &vour 
"^the Hunganana had beaten and put to flight the 

Austrian troops^ who sought for safety under the 
walls of Vienna* It the Hungarian army had ihea 
pursued them^ we should have eompletdy destroyed 
them, and might have then fallen upon the troops 
under Windischgratz^ and beaten them also; in which 
case it would have been easy for us to have brought 
back the Emperor &om OUmiitz to Vienna* The 
matter would then iiave been settled, and the con- 
stitutional regime established. But the Hungarian 
army was commanded by men devoted to the Au« 
atrian CammUaM The march of the army was retarded 
under various pretextSy and thus time was given to 
the Austrian forces to concentrate about 
and to crush it before the attack had been made. It 
was only the day when Vienna, weaUy defended by 
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the NatioQal Guards^ fell under the murderous fire 
of the Aoatrian troops, tliat the Hungarian anny 
advniecd to Schweehat, four leagues from Vknna* 
The Austrians were enabled to bring up all their 
forces to repulse the Hungarians^ who, having be- 
come at length aware of the treachery of their gene* 
rals and superior ofiicers^ drove them away; and 
arrived, headed alone by young otiicers promoted to 
command on the spur of the occasion. Repulsed 
by the enemy, the Hungarian army recrossed the 
&ontier and took up a position at Presburg. I was 
fortunate in being able to quit Vienna and to arriye 
in disguise at Fresburg. Having offered myself to 
the Hungarian Government^ the honour was con- 
ferred on me of commanding the army which was to 
reconquer Transylvania. Between 18,000 and ^,000 
Austrian troops, with their generals, which the 
CamariUa had employed to kindle and keep alive a 
dvil war, performed their task throughout that 
country, called to their aid the Russians, 10,000 
of whom came from Wallachia, and occupied the 
frontier towns of Hermanstadt and Cronstadt. This 
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amed iDtenrentiou of a foreign Power checioid for a 
moment my progress. However^ this state of things 
did not last long^ and I was fortonate eoongh to 
beat both^ to drive them entirely out of Transylvania^ 
« and to restore liberty to that unfortunate country. 
Such is the state of things at this moment. 

^if^ ^^f^ 

Please to accept^ my Lord, the expression of my 
greatest esteem^ and of my kindest consideration. 

M 

«BBM, 

General-in-Cliie£ of the Hungarian 
Army in Transylvania. 

« Huhlenbacb, April 4/' 



THE END. 



Milled bj Bkihaid tad Jolia B. Tiylar> Bod Uoa Coo^ 
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